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BOOK I. 



•a ? 



ANALYSIS. 



The author invokes the Eternal Spirit to inspire his 
songi that he may sing *' the Course of Time,*' 
'* the second birth, and final doom of man,*' 
** the "essential truth — ^time gone, the righteous 
saved, the wicked damned, and Providence ap- 
proved." 

Long after time had ceased and Eternity had rolled 
on its periods, numbered only by God alone, a 
stranger spirit arrives '*high on the hills of im- 
mortality," and is there met by two other spirits, 
" youthful sons of Paradise," who greet him 
with " Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant," and invite him to ascend to 'the throne 
of God. 

The stranger informs them, that, when he left his 
native world, on. his way towards Heaven, he 
came to a realm of darkness, where he saw 
beings of " all shapes, all forms, all modes of 
wretchedness," in a place of torment, "burn- 
ing continually," and dying perpetually, and 
heard cursing and blasphemies : the meaning of 
which he requests them to unfold to him : but 
they being unable, introduce him to an ancient 
bard of the Earth, and all three request him to 
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ezpkun to thetn tke wonders of the place of tor- 
ments, and prison of the damned. 
€ The. bard informs themf that "the place the 
stranger saw was Hell ;" the groans he heqfd, 
the wailings oi the damned, and that he will 
have his asking, and that ''wondering doubt, 
.' sbaU learn to answer," while he gives them in 
brief the hbtory of Man. 



BOOK I. 



Eternaii Spirit ! God of truth! to whom 
AH things seem as they are ; Thou who of old 
The prophet's eye unsealed, that nightly saw. 
While heavy sleep fell down on other men, 
In holy vision tranced, the future pass 
;Bdfore him, and to Judah's harp attuned 
Burdens wUich made the pagan mountains shake 
•And Zion*s cedars bow — ^inspire my song; 
My eye unscale ; me what is substance teach, 
.And i^adow what, wiiile I of things to come, 
As past, rehearsing, sing the Course of Time, 
The second Birth, and final Doom of man. 

» 

The miue«iliat soft and sickly wooes the ear 
Of love, or chanting loud in windy rhyme 
Of fabled hero, raves through gaudy tale 
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Not oreHranght with sense, I ask not ; tucli 

A strain befits not arg^ument so high. 

Me thought, and phrase, severely sifting out # 

The whole idea, grant — ^uttering as 'tis 

The essential truth — Time gone» the righteous 

saved, 
The wicked damned, and Providefiee appi>0r«fd. 

Hold my right hand, Almighty ! and me teach 
To strike the lyre, but seldom struck, to notes 
Harmonious with the morning stars, and pure 
As those by sainted bards and angels sung, 
Which wake the echoes of eternity— 
That fools ihay hear and tremble, and the wise 
Instructed listen, of ages yet to come. 

Long was the day, 00 long expected, pait 
Of the eternal doom, that gave to each 
Of all the human race his dae reward. 
The sun — earth's sun, and moon, and stani, had 

ceased 
To number seasons, days, and months, and years 
To mortal man : hope was forgotten, and Una ; 
And Time, with all its chatice and change, and 

smiles. 
And frequent tears, and deeds of villany. 
Or righteousness — once talked of much, as things 
Of great renoivn, was now but ill remembered ; 
In dim and shadowy visiort of the past, 
Seen far remote, as country, which has left 
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The tnveller*8 speedy step, retiring back 
From mom till even ; and long Eternity 
' Had rolled his mighty yean, snd with his years 
Men had grown eld : the saints, all home returned 
From pilgrimage, and war, and weeping, long 
?Iad rested in the bowers of peace, that skirt 
The stream of life ; and long— ^las, how loeg^ 
To them it seemed ! the. wicked who refused 
To be redeemed, had wandered in the dark 
Of heirs despair, and drunk the bumrog cap 
Their sins had filled with everlasting woe. 

Thus far the years bad rolled, which none bttt 
God 
Doth number, when two sons, two youthful sonb 
Of Paradise, in conversation sweet, 
(For thus the heavenly muse instructs me, wooed 
At midnight hour with offering sincere 
Of all the heart, poured out in holy prayer,) 
High on the hillqfof immortality, 
\Vhenee goodliest prospect looks beyond the wuUc 
Of heaven, walked, casting oft their eye ftr tfaio* 
The pure serene, observant, if returned 
From errand duly finished, any came, 
Or any, first in virtue now complete, 
From other worlds arrived, confirmed in good. 

Thus viewing, one they saw, on hasty wing 
Directing towards heaven his course ; and now, 
His flight ascending near the battlements 
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And lofty bills on which they walked, approached. 
For round and round, in spacious circuit wide, 
Mountains of tallest stature circumscribe 
The plains of Paradise, whose tops, arrayed 
In uncreated radiance, seem so pure. 
That nought but angePs foot, or saint's, elect 
Of God, may venture there to walk ; here oft 
The sans of bliss take morn or evening pastime, 
Delighted to behold ten thousand worlds 
Arot^ their suns revolving in the vast 
External space, or listen the harmonies . 
That each to other in its motion sings. 
And hence, in middle heaven remote, is seen 
The mount of God in awful glory bright. 
Witluh, no orb create of moon, or star, 
Or sun gives light ; for God's own countenance^ 
Beaming etemdly, gives light to all ; 
But farther than these sacred hills his will 
Forbids its flow-->too bright for eyes beyond. 
This is the last ascent of Virtiie ; here 
All trial ends, and hope ; here perfect joy, ^ 
With perfect righteousness, which to these heigbti 
Alone can rise, begins, above all falL — 

And now, on wing of holy ardour strong. 
Hither ascends the stranger, borne upright ; 
For stranger he did seem, with curious eye 
Of nice inqsection round surveying all, 
And at the feet alights of those that stood 
His comiDg, who the hand of welcome gave, 
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And the embrace sincere of holy love^ 

And thus, with comely greeting kind, began. 

Hail, brother ! hail, thou son of hq|>pine88 1 
Thou son beloved of God ! welcome to heaven ! 
To bliss that never fades ! thy day is past 
Of trial, and of fear to Oedl. Well done, 
Thou good and faithful servant ; enter now 
Into the joy eternal of thy Lord. 
Come with us, and behold far higher sight 
Thnu e'er thy heart desired, or hope conceived. 
See, yonder is the glorious hill of God, 
'Bovje angel's gaze in brightness risipg high. 
Come, join our wing, and we will guide thy flight 
To mysteries of everlasting bliss; — 
The tree, and fount of life, the eternal throne* . 
And presence chamber of the King of kings* 
But what concern hangs on thy countenance, 
Unwotit within this place ? perhaps thou deem*8t 
Thyself «nworthy to be brought before 
The alvMiys Ancient One ? so are we too 
Unworthy ; but our God is all in all, 
And gives us boldness to approach his throne. 

Sons of the Highest ! citizens of heaven ! 
Began the new arrived, right have ye judged : 
Unworthy, most unworthy is your servant. 
To stand in presence of the King, or hold 
Most distant and most humble place in this 
Abode of excellent glory unrevealed. 
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But, God Almighty be for ever praised, 
Who, of his fultiesa, fills me with all grace 
And ornament, to make me in his sight 
Well pleasing, and accepted in his court. 
But, if your leisure waits, short narrative 
Will tell, why strange concern thus overhangs 
My fiice, ill seeming here ; and haply, too, 
Your elder knowledge can instruct my youth, 
Of what seems dark and doubtful unexplained. 

Onr leisure waits thee: speak; and what we can*— 
Delighted most to give dehght— we will ; 
Though muth of mystery yet to us remains. 

Virtue — I need not tell, when proved, and full 
Matured— nnclines us up to Grod, and heaven. 
By law of sweet compcdsion strong and sure ; 
As gravitation to the larger orb 
The less attracts, through matter's whole domain. 
Virtue in me was ripe — ^I speak not thit 
In boast, for what I am to God I owe. 
Entirely owe, and of myself am nought. 
Ekittipped, and bent for heaven, I left yon world, 
My native seat, which scarce your eye can reach. 
Rolling around her central sun, far out. 
On utmost verge of light. But first to see 
What lay beyond the visible creation 
Strong curiosity my flight impelled. 
Long was my way, and strange. I passed the 
bounds 
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Which God doth set to UghU and life, and love; 
Where darkness meets with day, where order 

meets 
Disorder, dreadful, waste, and wild ; aiid down 
The dlirk, eternal, uncreated night 
Ventured alone, hong, long, on rapid wing, 
I sailed through empty, nameless regions Tsst, 
Where utter Nothing dwells, unformed and void. 
There neither eye, nor ear, nor any sense. 
Of being most acute, finds object; there 
For aught ezternaLstill you search in vain. 
Try touch, or sight, pr smell; try what you will, 
You strangely find nought but yourself alone. 
But why should I in words attempt to tell 
What that is like which is — and yet — is not ? 
This past, my path, descending, still me led 
0*er unclaimed continents of desert gloom 
Immense, where gravitation, shifting, turns 
The other way ; and to some dread, unknown, 
Infernal centre downward weighs: and now, 
Far travelled from the edge of darkness, far 
As from that glorious mount of God to light*s 
Remotest Umb— dire sights I sa.w, dire sounds 
I heard; and suddenly before my eye 
A wall of fiery adamant sprung up — 
Wall mountainous, tremendous, flaming high 
Above aU flight of hope. I paused, and looked ; 
And saw, where'er I looked upon that mound. 
Sad figures traced in fire-^-^ot motionless, 
' But imitating life. One I remarked 
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Attentively ; but how shall I describe 

What nought resembles else my eye hath seen f 

Of worm or serpent kind it soniething looked, 

But monstrous, witli a thousand snaky heads, - 

Eyed each with double orbs of glaring wrath ; 

And with as many tails, that twisted out 

In horrid revolution, tipped with stings ; 

And all its mouths, that wide and darkly gaped. 

And breathed most poisonous breath, had each a 

sting 
Forked, and long, and venomous, and sharp ; 
And, in its writhings infinite, it grasped 
Malignantly what seemed a heart, swollen, blaekv 
And quivering with torture most intense ; 
And still the heart, with anguish throbbing high, 
Made effort to escape, but could not; for 
However it turned, and oft it vainly turned, 
These complicated foldings held it fast. 
And still the monstrous beast with sting of head 
Or tail transpierced it, bleeding evermore. 
What this could image, much I searched to know ; 
And while I stood, and gazed, and wondered long, 
A voice, from whence I knew not, for no one 
I saw, distinctly whispered in my ear 
These words — This is the Worm that never diet. 

Fast by the side of this unsightly thing 
Another was portrayed, more hideous still: 
Who sees it once shall wish to see 't no more. 
For ever undescribed let it remain ! 
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Only this much I may or can unfold-*- 
Far out it thrust a dart that might have made 
The knees of terror quake, and on it hung, 
Within the triple barbs, a being pierced ' 
Through sonl and body both : of heavenly make 
Original the being seemed, but &llen, 
And worn and wasted with endrmous woe. 
And still around the everlasting lanoe 
It writhed conTulsed, and uttered mimic groans; 
And tried and wished, and ever tried and wished 
'To die ; but could not die.-^Oh, horrid sight! 
I trembling gazed,and listened, and heard this voice 
Approach my ear— -This is Eternal Death. 

Nor these alone. — Upon that burning wail. 
In horrible emblazonry, were limned ' 
All shapes, all ibrms, all modes of wretchedness, 
And agony, and grief, and desperate woe. 
And prominent in characters of fire, 
Where'er the' eye could light, these words yon 

read: 
** Who comes this way — ^behold, and fear to sin !" 
Amazed I stood ; and thought such imagery 
Foretokened, within, a dangerous abode. 
■ But yet to' see the worst a wish arose : 
For virtue, by the holy seal of God 
Accredited and stamped, immortal all, 
And all invulnerable, f^ars no hurt. 
As easy as my wish, as rapidly 
I through the horrid rampart passed, unscathed 
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And unopposed ; and, poised on steady wing, 

I hovering gaxed. Eternal Justiee ! Sons 

Of God ! tell me^ if ye can tell, what then 

I saw, what then I heard. — Wide was the pbc<t 

And deep as wide, and ruinous as d«ep* 

Beneath, I saw a lake of burning fire. 

With tempest toat perpetually, and still 

The waves of fiery darkness, 'gainst the rocks 

Of dark damnation broke, and mnsic made 

Of melancholy sort ; and over head. 

And all around, wind warred with windt storm 

howled 
To storm, and lightning, forked Ughtniog, eiofued. 
And thunder answered thunder, muttering sounds 
Of sullen wrath ; and far as sight could piercs. 
Or down descend in caves of hopelcps depth, 
Through all that dungeon of unfiuting fiiWi 
I saw most miserable beings walk, 
Burning continually, yet unconsumed ; 
For ever wasting, yet enduring still; 
Dying perpetually, yet never dead. 
Some wandered lonely in the desert flames, 
And some in fell encounter fiercely met. 
With curses loud, and blasphemies, that made 
The cheek of darkness pale ; and as they fought. 
And cursed, and gnashed their teeth, and wished 

to die. 
Their hollow eyes did utter streams of woe. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighs 
That always sighed, and tears that ever wept, 
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And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight. 
And SorroWi and Repentance, and Despair, 
Among them walked, and to their thirsty lips 
Presented frequent cups of burning gall. 
And as I listened, I heard these beings curse 
Almighty God, and curse the Lamb, and curse 
The EJarth, the Resurrection morn, and seek, 
And ever vainly seek, for utter death. 
And to their everlasting anguish still, 
The thunders from above responding spoke 
These words, which, through the caverns of per- 

ditk>n 
Forlornly echoing, fell on every ear : 
** Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not.** 
And back again recoiled a deeper groan. 
A deeper groan ! Oh, what a groan was that ! 
I waited not, but swift on speediest wing,- 
With unaccustomed thoughts conversing, back 
Retraced my venturous path from dark to light : 
Then up ascending, long ascending up, 
I hasted on ; though whiles the chiming spherat » 
By God's own finger touched to harmony, 
Held me delaying^--till I here arrived. 
Drawn upward by the etemaVlove of God, 
Of wonder full and strange astonishment. 
At what in yonder den of darkness dwells. 
Which now your higher knowledge will unfold. 

They answering said : to ask and to bestow 

Knowledge, is mnch of heaven's delight ; i^nd now 

2 
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Most joyfully what thou requir'st we woul4 ; 

For much of new, and unaccountable, 

Thou bring'st: something indeed we heard 

before, 
In passing conversation, slightly touched, 
Of such a place ; yet, rather to be taught, 
Than teaching, answer what thy marvel aska, 
We need ; for we ourselves, though here, are bat 
Of yesterday — creation's younger so^is. 
But there is one, an ancient bard of Earth, 
Who, by the stream of Ufe, sitting in bli^s, . 
Has oft beheld the eternal years complete 
The mighty circle round the throne of God; 
Great in all learning, in all wisdom great. 
And great in song ; whose harp in bfty strain 
Tells frequently of what thy wonder craves, 
While round him, gathering, stand the youth of 

Heaven, 
With truth and melody delighted both ; 
To him this path directs, an easy path, 
And easy flight will bring us to his seat. 

So saying, they linked hand in hand, spread out 
^Their golden wings, by living breezes fanned, v 
And over heaven's broad champaigp sailed serene. 
0*er hill and valley, clothed with verdure green 
That never fades ; and tree, and herb, and flower, 
That never fades ; and many a river, rich 
With nectar, winding pleasantly, they passed ; 
And mansion of celestial mould, and work 
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Divine. And oft delicious music, sung 
By saint and angel bands that walked the vales, 
Or mountain tops, and harped upon their harps, 
Their ear inclined, and held by sweet constraint 
Their wing ; not long, for strong desire awaked 
Of knowledge that to holy use might turn^ 
Still pressed them on to leave what rather seemed 
Pleasure, due only when all duty's done. 

And now beneath them lay the wished for spot, 
The sacred bower of that renowned bard ; 
That ancient bard, ancient in days and song; 
But in immortal vigour young, and young 
In rosy health — to pensive solitude 
Retiring oft, as was his wont on earth. 

Fit was the place, motot fit, for holy mnsiog. 
Upon a little mount, that gently rose, 
He sat, clothed in white robes ; and o'er his head 
A laurel tree, of lustiest, eldest growth. 
Stately and tall, and shadowing ftur and wide— 
Not fruitless, as on earth, but bloomed, and rich 
With frequent clusters, ripe to heavenly taste—* 
Spread its eternal boug^, and in its arms 
A myrtle of unfading leaf embraced; 
The rose and lily, fresh with fragrant dew, 
And every flower of fairest cheek, around 
Him, smiling, flocked ; beneath his feet, fast by. 
And round hn sacred hill, a streamlet walked, 
Warbling the holy melodies of heaven ; 
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The hallowed zephyrs brought him incense sweety 
And out before him opened, in prospect long, 
The river of life, in many a winding maze 
Descending from the lofty throne of God, 
That with excessive glory closed the scene. 

Of Adam's race he was, and lonely sat, 
By chance that day, In meditation deep. 
Reflecting much of Time, and Earth, and Man: 
And now to pensive, now to cheerful notes, 
He touched a harp of wondrous melody; 
A golden harp it was, a precious gifl, 
Which, at the day of judgment, with the crown 
Of life, he bad received from God's own hand, 
Reward due to his service done on earth. 

Re sees their coming ; and with greeting kind. 
And welcome, not of hollow forged smiles, 
And ceremonious compliment of phrase. 
But o£ the heart sincere, into his bower 
Invites. Like greeting they returned ; not b«nt 
In low obeisancy, from creature most 
Unfit to creature ; but with manly form 
Upright, they entered in ; though high his rank. 
His wisdom high, and mighty his renown. 
And thus, deferring all apology, 
The two then: new companion introduced. 

Ancient in knowledge !— 'bard of Adam's race ! 
We bring thee one, of us inquiring what 
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We need to learn, and with him wish to learn. 
Hia asking will direct thy answer beet. 

Most ancient bard ! began the new arrived, 
Few words will set my wonder forth,, and guidit 
Thy wisdom's light to what in me is dark. 

Equipped for heaven, I left my native place ; 
But first beyond the- realms of light I bent 
My course ; and there, in utter darkness, far 
Remote, I beings saw forlorn in woe, 
Burning continually, yet unconsumed. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighs 
That always sighed, and tears that ever wept 
And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight ; 
And still I heard these wretched beings curse 
Almighty God, and curse the Lamb, and curse 
The Earth, the Resurrection morn, and seek,. 
And ever vainly seek, for utter death : 
And from above, the thunders answered still, 
** Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not." 
And every where throughout that Konid den, 
I saw a form of excellence, a forift 
Of beauty without spot, that nought could see 
And not admire — admire, and not adore. 
And from its own essential beams it gave 
Light to itself, that made the gloom more dark ; 
And every eye in that infernal pit 
Beheld it still ; and from its face — how fair ! 
how exceedmg fair ! — for ever sought, 
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Bat ever vaifily sought, to tarn away. 
That image, aa I guess, was Virtue ; for 
Nought else hath God given countenance so hit. 
But why in such a plac6 it should abide f 
What place it is f what t^eings there lament ? 
Whence came they ? and for what their endless 

groan t 
Why curse they God f why seek they utter death f 
And chief, what means the Resurrection mom ? 
My youth expects thy reverend age to tell. 

Thou rightly deem'st', fair youth, began the 
bard; 
The form thou saw'st was Virtue, ever fair. 
Virtue, like God, whose excellent majesty. 
Whose glory virtue is, is omnipresent. 
No being, once created rational, 
Accountable, endowed with moral sense. 
With sapience of right and wrong endowed. 
And charged, however fallen, debased, destroyed; 
However lost, forlorn, and miserable ; 
In guilt's dark shrouding wrapt, however thick ; 
However drunk, delirious, and mad, 
With sin*s full cup ; and with whatever damned, 
Unnatural diligence it work and toil. 
Can banish virtue from its sight, or once 
Forget that she is fair. Hides it in night. 
In central night ; takes it the lightning's wing, 
And flies for ever on, beyond the bounds 
Of all ; drinks it the maddest cup of sin ; 
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t 

Dives it beneath the ocean of despair ; 
It diyes, itdrinksi it flies, it hides in vain: 
For still the eternal beauty, image fair, 
Once Btampt upon the soul, before the eye 
All lovely stands, nor will depart ; so God 
Ordains : and lovely to the worst she seems, 
And ever seems ; and as they look, and still 
Must «ver look upon her loveliness. 
Remembrance dire of what they were, of what 
They might have been, and bitter sense of what 
They are, polluted, ruined, hopeless, lost, 
With most repenting torment rend their hearts. 
So God ordain»--their punishment severe, 
Eternally infficted by themselves. 
'Tis thifr-^his Virtue hovering evermore 
Before the vision of the damned, and in • 
Upon their monstrous moral nakedness 
Casting unwelcome light, that makes their woe, 
That makes the essence of the endless flame: 
Where this is, there is Hell— darker than aught 
That he, the bard three-visioned, darkest saw. 

The phice thou saw'st was Hell—the groans 

thou heard'st 
The waiUngs of thQ damned— nyf those who would 
Not be redeeraed--and at the judgment day, 
Long past, for umrepented sins were damned. 
The seven hnid thunders which thou heard'st, 

declare 
The eternal wrath of the Almighty God. 
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But whence, or whjr Uwy came to dwell in woe, 
Why they cune (iod, what .meant the glorious 

mom 
Of ReBurrection — these a longer tale 
Demand, and lead the mournful lyre far hack 
Through memory of dn, and mortal man. 
Yet haply not rewardless we shall trace 
The dark disastrous years of finished Time. 
Sorrows remembered sweeten present joy. 
Nor yet shall all be sad ; for God gave peace, 
Much peace, on earth, to all who feared his namew 

But first it needs to say, that other style, 
And other language than thy ear is wont, 
Thou must expect to hear^-the dialect 
Of man : for each in heaven a r^ish holds 
Of former speech, that points to whenca ha cwna. 
But whether I of person speak, or place, • 
Event or action, moral or divine ; 
Or things unknown compare to things unknowii ; 
Allude, imply, suggest, apostrophiae ; . 
Or touch, when wandering through the past, on 

moods 
Of mind thou never felt*st ; the meaaing still, 
With easy apprehension, thou^shalt take; 
So perfect here ia knowledge, and the string! 
Of sympathy so tuned, that every word 
That each to other speaks, though navar Jiaard 
Before, at once is iiilly understood. 
And every feeUng uttered, fully felt. 
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So Bhalt thou find, as from my various song, 
That backward rolls o'er many a tide of years, 
Pirectly or inferred, thy asking, thou, 
And wondering doubt, shalt learn to answer, while 
I sketch in brief the history of Man. . 
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ANALYSIS. 



A description of the earth when first created ; and 
the formation of man ; a reasonable free agent, 
upright and immortal. The command given 
was a test of filial love, loyaltyi obedience and 
faith. The temptation, sin and fall of man, and 
redemption fi'om death by the death of Christ. 
Many would not accept the free ofiferof life and 
salvation, and in consquence, incurred the pu- 
nishment of the second death and hell. — That 
they acted thus, and thus perversely chose, well 
assured of the consequence, by the information 
contained and given them in the Bible ; which 
was a code of laws, containing the will of hea- 
ven, and defined the bounds of vice and virtue, 
and of life and death. Mankind were required 
to read, believe, and obey ; and although many 
did so beUeve, and were saved, yet many turned 
the truth of God into a lie, transforming the 
meaning of the text to suit their own vile and 
wicked purposes, ** deceiving and deceived." 
That the voice of God, against which nothing 
could *' bribe to sleep" the truths of " Judg- 
ment, and a Judge," caused the wicked to be 
" ill at ease :" on which account many ran into 
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impious idolatr^r, and worehipped teh thousand 
deities, ** imapned 'worse than he who craved 
their peace." 
The magistrate often turned religion into a trick 
of state, despising the truth, and forcing the con- 
sciences of men: while the enslaved ** mimick- 
ing the follies of the gfreat, despised her too." 
The other influences which led to error, are 
mentioned ; short sighted reason, vanity, indo- 
lence, and finally " Pride, self-adoring pride, 
was primd cause of all an past, all pain, aU woe 
to come." 



BOOK II. 



This Bud, ha waked the golden harp, and t)iiu, 
Whila on him inapiracion breatbed, began. 

As from yon evedaatiog hills, that gird 
Haavan northward, I thy Qouma espied, I jadgn 
Thou from the arctic regions came f Perhaps 
Thou noticed on iky way a little orb, 
Attended by. one moon — ^har lainp by night ; 
With her fair sisterhood of planets seven, 
Revolving romd their central aun-raha third 
In place, in magnitude the fourth-^tbat orb, 
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N«w made, new named, inhabited anew, 

(Though whiles we sods of Adam visit still. 

Our native place ; not changed so far but we 

Can trace our ancient walks— the scenery 

Of childhood, youth, and prime, and hoary 

But scenery most of suffering and vfoe,) 

That little orb, in days remote of old« 

When angels yet wpre young, was made for man. 

And titled Earth — ^her primal virgin name : 

Created first so lovely, so adorned 

With hill, and dale, and lawn, and winding vaie : 

Woodland and stream, and lake,, and rolling seas ; 

Green mead, and firuitiul tree, and fertile grain, 

And herb and flowej;: so lovely, so adorned 

With numerous beasts of every kind, with fowl 

Of every wing and every tuneful note ; 

And with all fish that in the multitude 

Of waters swam : so lovely, so adorned, 

So fit a dwelling ^lace for man, diat, as / 

She rose, complete, at the creating won!. 

The morning stars— the sons of God* akmd 

Shouted for joy ; and God beholding, saw 

The fair design, that from eternity 

His mind conceived, accomplished ; and, w«ll 

pleased. 
His six days finished work most good pronounced, 
And man declared the soyereign prince of all. 

AU else was prone, irrational, and mate, 
And unaccountable, by instinct led : 
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But man He made of Aogel form erect. 

To hold commnnioD with the heavens aboYe» 

And on his soul impreaaed Hia image fair, 

Hia own aimilitode of holineaa, 

Of virtue, truth, and love; with reason high 

To balance fight and wrong, an4 conacience quick 

To chooae or to reject ; with knowledge great, 

Prudence and wisdom, vigilance and atrength, 

To guard all force or guile ; and last of all, 

The highest gift of God'a abundant grace. 

With perfeQt, free, unbiassed will.— ^Thua man 

Was made upright, immortal made, and crowned 

The king of aU ; to eat, to drink, lo do 

Freely and aovereignly hia wiU entire : 

By one command alone reatrained, to prove, 

Aa was moat just, his filial love sincere, 

Hta loyalty, obedience due, and faith. 

And thua the prohibition ran, ezpreaaed, 

Aa Gk)d ia wont, in tarma of plaineat truth. 

Of every tree that in Uie garden growa 
Thou mayeat freely eat ; but of the tree 
That knowledge hath of good and ill, eat not, 
Nor touch ; for in the day thou eatest, thou 
Shalt die. Go, and thia one command obey ; 
Adam, live and be happy, and, with thy Eve, 
Fit conaort, multiply and fill the earth. 

Thua they, the repreaentativea of man, 
Wera placad in ^en—choiceat apot.on earth; 
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With royal honour, and with glory c ro vwd , 
Adam, the lord of all, majestie walked. 
With godlike ooantenance sublime, and form 
Of lofty towering strength ; and by his ski* 
Eve, fidr as morning star, with modesty- 
Arrayed, with^virtne, grace, and perfeot Ioyo s 
In holy marriage wed, and eloquent 
Of thought and eomely words,-to worfhip CM 
And sing his praise— the giverof all good. 
Glad, in each other glad, and glad in hope; 
Rejoicing in their future happy race. 

O lovely, happy, blest, immortal pair! 
Pleased with the present, full of glorious hope. 
But short, alas, the song that sings their bliss t 
Henceforth the history of man grows dark i 
Shade after riiade of deepening gloom deseeadi: 
And Innocence laments her robes defiled. 
Who farther sings, must ehatige the pleasant lyre 
To heavy notes of woe. Why f— dost thou aak. 
Surprised f The answer will surprise thee more. 
Man sinned : tempted, he ate the guarded tree; 
Tempted of whom thou afterwards shalt hear : 
Audacious, unbelieving, proud« imgrateiiil. 
He ate the interdicted fhiit, and fell ; 
And in his fiill, his universal race ; 
For they in hnn by delegation were. 
In him to stand or fall— to live or die. 

Man mbst ingrate ! so full «f grace! to sin— 
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Here interpoied the new •rrired'— eo full 
Of blisa-^o sin against the Oracious One I 
The holy, just, and good ! the Etenial Lore ! 
Unseen, unheard, unthooght of wiekedness ! 
Why slumbered vengeance f No, it slumbered 

not. 
The ever just and righteous God would let 
His fury loose, and satisfy iiis threat* 

That had been just, replied the reverend bard s 
But done, fair youth, th«i ne'er hadst met vom 

here : 
I ne*er had seen yon glorious throne in peaee. 

Thy powers are great, originally great, 
And purified even at the fount of lighL 
Exert them now ; call aU their vigour out ; 
Take room, think vastly ; medittte intensely; 
Reason profoundly ; send oonjeeture forth ; 
Let fancy fly ; stoop down ; ascend ; all kogth* 
All breadth explore ; all moral, all divme ; 
Ask prudence, justice, meroy ask, and might ; 
Weigh good with evil, balance right with wrong ; 
With virtue vice eompare^-^iatred with love ; 
God's holiness, God's justice, and God's trutht 
Deliberately and cautiously compare 
With sinful, wicked, vile, rebellious man. 
And see if thou ean'st punish sin, and let 
Mankind go free. Thou £ul'str-be not surprised i 
I badethee search in vain. Eternal love^ 
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Harpi lift thy voioo on high— Eternal love, 
Eternal, sovereign love, and sovereign grace. 
Wisdom, and power, and mercy infinite, 
The Father, 4Bon, and Holy Spirit, God, 
Devised the wondrous plan—- devised, achieved ; 
And in achieving made the marvel more. 
Attend, ye heavens ! ye heaven of heavens, at* 

tend ! 
Attend^ and wonder ! wonder evermore ! 
When man had fallen, rebelled, insulted God| 
vWas most pollutedr ye^most niadly proud ; 
Indebted infinitely, yet most poor; 
Cspdve to sin, yet willing to be bound; 
To God*s incensed justice, and hot wrath 
Exposed ; due victim of eternal dea& 
And utter woe— Harp, lift thy voice on high ! 
Ye everlasting hills ! — ye angels, bow ! 
Bqw, ye redeemed of men ! God was made flesh. 
And dwelt with man on OMrth ! the Son of God, 
Only begotten, and well beloved, between 
Men and his Father's justice interposed ; 
Put human nature on ; His wrath sustained ; 

: And in theu* name sufiered, obeyed, and died. 
Making his soul an offering for sin ; 
Just for unjust, and innocence for guilt. 
By doing, suffering, dying unconstrained. 
Save by omnipotence of boundless grace. 
Complete atonement made to God appeased ; 

' Made honourable his insulted law, 
Tumiog the wr»th aside from pardosed man. 
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Thus Truth with Mercy met, and Rfghteousness, 
Stooping from highest heaven, embraced fair 

Peace, 
That walked the earth in fellowship with Love. 

". O love divine ! O mfercy infinite ! 
The audience here in glowingf rapture broke-' 
Olove, all height above, all depth below, 
Surpassing far all knowledge, all desire, 
AH thought, the ffoly One for sinners dies ! 
The Lord of life for guilty rebels bleeds- 
Quenches eternal fire with blood divine. 
•Abundant mercy ! overflowing grace [ 
There whence I came, I something heard of men ; 
Their name had reached us, and r^iort did sp^ak 
Df some abominable horrid thing. 
Of desperate oiTence they had committed ; 
Abd something too of wondrous grace we heard ; 
'And oft of our celestial visitants 
What man^ what God had done, inquired: %at 

' Aey 

Forbid, our asking never met dvectly, 
EzlftMrdng still to persevere upright, 
And we should hear in heaven, tho' greatiy blest 
OursStves, new wonders of God's wondrous love. 
This hinting, keener appetite to know 
Awaked ; and as we talked, and much admired 
What new we there should learn, we hasted each 
'To nourish virtue to perfection up. 
That we might have our wondering resolved, 
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And leave of louder prsiae, to greater deads 
Of Idiving kiodnese due. M ysterioos love 1 . 
Grod was made flesh, and dwelt with men on earth! 
Blood holy, blood divine for einneia ehed ! 
My asking ends — but makes my wonder more. 
Saviour of men ! hencefof th be thou my theme t 
Redeeming love, my atudy day and nighL 
Mankind were loet, all loat, and all redeemed ! 

Tfaou err'et again— but innocently err'et ; 
Not knowing sin's depravity, nor man's 
Sincere and persevering wickedness. 
All were redeemed t Not all— or thou hadst hstid 
Ko human voice in hell. Many refused, 
Although beseeched, refused to be redeemed 
Redeemed from death to life, from woe lo bliss t 

Canst thou believe my song when thus I siof ff 
When man had fallen, was ruined, hopeless, lost«- 
Ye choral harps ! ye angels that excel 
In strength ! and loudest, ye redeemed id men ! 
To Grod — to Him that sits upon the throns 
On high, and to the Lamb, sing honour, slog 
Dominion, glory ; blessing sing, and praise— * 
When man had frdlen, was ruined, hopeless, losly 
Messiah, Prince of Peace, Eternal King, 
Died, that the dead might live, the lost be saved. 
Wonder, O heavens ! and be astonished, earth ! 
Thou ancient, thon forgocten earth ! Ye worldi 
admire * 
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Admire, and be confounded ! and thou, Hell ! 
Deepen thy eternal groan — men would not be 
Redeemed*— I speak of many, not of all-* 
Would not be saved for loat, have life for death I 

Myaterious song \ the new arrived exclaimed ; 
Myateriooa mercy ! meet myaterioos hate 1 
To disobey was mad ; this madder &r, 
Ineunble insanity of will. 
What now but wrath could guilty men expect f 
What more could love, what more could mercy 
dof 

No more, resumed the bard, no more they 
could. 
Thou hast seen hell*-the wicked there lament ; 
And why t— For love and mercy twice despised. 
The husbandman, who sluggishly f(»got 
In spring to plough and sow, could censure none, 
Tho* winter jclamoured round his empty bams. 
But he who having thus neglected, did 
Refuse, when autumn came, and famine threat- 
ened, 
To reap the golden field that charity 
Bestowed-*-nay, more obdurate, proud, and blindr 
And stupid still, refused, tho' much beseecbed. 
And long entreated, even with Mercy's tears, 
To e«t what to his very hps was held, 
Cooked temptingly^— he certamly, at least 
Deierved to die of hunger, unbemoaned. 
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So did the wicked spurn th« grace of Ood ; 
And 80 were paniBhed with the second deatl^ 
The first, no doubt, punition lest severe 
Intended , death belike of all entire ; 
Bat this incurred, by God discharged, and life 
Freely presented, and again despised— 
Despised, though bought with Mercy's fin>p«r 

blood— 
'Twas this dug hell, and kindled all its bounds 
With wtath a»d inextinguishable fire. 

Free was the ofier, free to all, of life 
And of salvation ; but the proud of heart, 
Becauae 'twas free, woold not accept ; and ttill 
To merit wished : and choosing, thus unshipped, 
Unoompassed, unprovisioned, and b^tormed, 
To swim a seaof breadth immeasurable, 
They scorned the goodly bark, whose wings th« 

breath 
Of Clod's eternal Spirit filled f<« heaven. 
That stopp^ to take them in ! and so were kgt. 

What wonders dost thou tell f to merit, how? 
Of creature mating in sight of God, 
As right of sertice done, I never heard 
Till now. We never fell ; in virtue stood 
Upright, and persevered in holiness ; 
But stood by grace, by grace we persevered ; 
Ourselves, our deeds, our holiest, highest deeds 
Unworthy aught— ^race worthy endless pftuae. 
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If we fly swift, obedient to his will, 
He gives us wings to fly ; if we resist 
Temptation, and ne'er fall, it is his shield 
Omnipotent that wards it ofl*; if we, 
With love unquenchable, before him bum, 
'Tib he that lights and keeps alive the flame. 
Men surely lost their reason in their fall, 
And did not understand the offer made. 

They might have iinderatood, the bard rapli«d. 
They had the Bible. Hast thou ever heard 
Of such a book f the author, God himself; 
The subject, God and man ; salvation, life 
And death — eternal life, etemal^eathr— 
Dread words ! whose meaning has no end, no 

bounds^- 
Most wondrous book ! bright candle of the Lord ! 
Star of eternity ! the only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Secorely ; only star which rose on Timo, 
And, on its dark and troubled billows, still, 
As generation, drifting swiftly by, 
fiuoceeded generation, threw a ray 
Of heaven's own light, and to the hills of God, 
The everlasting hills, pointed the sinner's eye: 
By prophets, «een, and priests, and sacred bards, 
Evangelists, apositles, men inspired, 
And by the Holy Ghost anointed, set 
Apart and consecrated to declaz« 



40 JSt COI7B8S OF Tmx. 

To earth the counaets of the Et^nial One, 
This bookfthiA holiest, this soblimest book, 
Was sent.— 'Heaven's will, Heaven's oodeof law« 

entire 
To man, this book eontained ; defined the bounds 
Of viee and virtue, and of life and death ; 
And what (was shadow» what was aubstaoM 

taught* 
Much it revealed ; important all ; the least 
Worth more tban what else seemed of highest 

worth: 
But this of plainest, most essential truth** 
That God is one, eternal, holy, just. 
Omnipotent, on^isdent, infinite ; 
Most wise, most good, most merciful and true ; 
In all perfection most unchangeiable t 
That man— Hhat every man of every clime 
And hue, of every age, and every rank, 
Was bad— by nature and by practice bad ; 
In understanding bUnd, in will perverse, 
In heart corrupt ; in every thought, and word 
Imagination, passion, and denre. 
Most utterly depraved throughout, and ill. 
In sight of Heaven, though less in sight of man $ 
At enmity with God his maker bora, 
And by his very life an heir of death s 
That man-*that every man was, &rther, most 
Unable to redeem himself, or pay 
One mite of his vast debt to G^— *nay, mote. 
Was most reluctant and averse to be 
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Redeemodi and an't most Tolnntarf ^ve i 
That Jesus, Bon of Grod, of Marjr bora 
In BethlsJMin, and by Pilate cracified 
On Calvary for man thus fallen and lost, 
Died ; and, by death, life and aalvatioo bonght. 
And perfect righteousness, for all who should 
In lus great name belisTe : that He, the tlurd 
In the eternal Essence, to the prayer 
Sinoere should come, shoold oome as soon as 

asked. 
Proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
To give fidth and repentance, such as Grod 
Acospts— to open the intelleetnal eyes, - 
Blinded by< sin ; to bend the stubborn will. 
Perversely to the side of wrong inclined. 
To God and his commandments, just end good ; 
The wild rebellious peasioDS to sabdue, 
And bring them back to harmony with heaven; 
To pmify the conscience, and to lead 
The mind into aU truth, and to adorn 
With every holy ornament of grace. 
And sanctify the whole renewed soul. 
Which henoeforth night no more fall totally, 
But persevere, though erring oft, amidst 
The mists of timsj in piety to Grod, 
And sacred works of charity to men : 
That he, who thus believed, and practised thus, 
Should have his sins forgiven, however vile ; 
Should be sustained at mid-day, morn, and event 
By God's omnipotent, eternal grace ; 
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And in th« eril hour of sore diteaM) 

Temptation, persecution, war, and death— 

for temporal death, although nnednged, i^ 

mained— 
Beneath the shadow of the Almighty's wings 
Should sit unhurt, and at the judgment day, 
Should shai« the resurrection of the just. 
And reign with Christ in bliss for evermore : 
That all, however named, however great. 
Who would not thus believe, nor praetise thus, 
But in their sins impenitent ramained, 
Should in perpetual fear and terror Uve ; 
Should die unpardoned, unredeemed, unsaved ; 
And at the hour of doom, should be oast out 
To utter darkness in the night of hdl. 
By mercy and by God abandoned, there ' 
To reap the harvests of eternal woe. 

This did that book declare in obvious phnae. 
In most sinoere and honest words, by God 
Himself selected and arranged ; so dear, 
So plain, so perfectly diatinct, that none 
Who read with humble wish to understand, 
And asked the Spirit, given to aU who asked, 
Could miss then* meaning, blazed in iMWvenly 
light. 

The book— 4his holy book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity, 
On every leaf bedewed with drops of bve 
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DhriiM, and with the eternal heraldry 
And aigoatara of God Almightjr atampt 
From first to laat*- this ray of aacred light, 
Thia lamp, from off the everlaating throne, 
Mercy took down, and, in the night of time 
Stood, caating on the dark her gracious bow ; 
And evermore beseeching men, with tears 
And earnest sighs, to read, believe, and live : 
And many to her voice gawe ear, and read. 
Believed, obeyed; and now, as the Amen, 
True, Faithful Wimeas swore, with snowy robes 
And branchy palma surround the fjaoai of lift. 
And drink iho streams of immortality^ 
F<Mr ever happy, tod f<n: ever young. 

Many believed ; bat more the truth of Ood 
Tume4 to a lie, deceiving and deceived ;— 
Each, wi^ the accursed sorowy of an, 
To his own wish and vile propensity 
Transforming atill the meaning of the text. 

Hear, while I briefly tell what mortals proved. 
By effort vast of ingenuity, 
Most wondrous, thoogh perverse and damnable r 
Proved firom the Bible, which, as thou hast heard. 
So plainly apoke that all could understand. 
First, and not least in number, argued aomo, 
From out this book itself, it waa a He, 
A fable framed by crafty men to cheat 
The simple herd, and make them bow the knee 
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To kings and imests. These in their wisdom left 
The light revealed, and turned to fancies wild ; 
Maintaining loud, that mined, helpless man, 
Needed no saviour. Othen proved that men 
Might live and die in sin, and yet be saved, 
For so it was decreed ; hinding the will. 
By Grod left free, to unconditional, 
Unreasonable fate. Others believed 
That he who vras most criminal, debased. 
Condemned, and dead, unaided might ascend 
The heights of Virtue ; to a periect law 
Giving a lamOf half-way obedienoe, which 
By useless effort only served to show 
The impotence of him who vainly etiOTB 
With finite arm to measure infinite ; 
Most useless efibrt ! when to justify 
In sight of God it meant, as proof of faith. 
Most acceptable, and worthy of all praise. 
Another held, and from the Bible held, 
He was infallible,— most fallen by such 
Pretenco'-that none the Scriptures, open to all. 
And most to humble-hearted, ought to read, 
But priests ; that all who ventured to disclaim 
His foiged authority, incurred the wrath 
Of heaven ; and he who, in the blood of such, 
Though fiither, mother, daughter, wife, or aoD» 
Imbrued his hands, did most refigious wors, 
Well pleasing to the heart of the Most High. 
Others, in outward rite, devotion placed ; 
In meals, is drinks; in robe of certain shapes 
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In bodtfy »l>aMoi€nt», h«nded knae*; 

DajTB, nomben* places, Teetmenta, words, and 

names — 
Absardty in thenr hearts imagininif, 
That God, Jike men, was pleased with outward 

show. 
Another, stranger and more wicked stiU, 
With dark and dolorous labour, ill applied. 
With- many a gripe of eonseience, and with most 
Unhealthy and abortiTe reasoning, 
That brought his sanity to aerious doubt, 
'Mong wise and honest men, maintained that He, 
Fhrst Wisdom, Great Messiah, Prince of Psaca, 
The second of the uncreated Three, 
Was nought but man — of earthly origin; 
Thus making void the sacrifice Divine, 
And leaving guilty mmi* God's holy law 
StiU unatoned, to work them endless death. 

These are a part ; bnt to relate them all, 
The monsdous, unbaptized phantasies. 
Imaginations fearfiilly absordi. 
Hobgoblin riles, and moon-struck ieveria8» 
Distracted creeds, and visionary dreams, 
Mors bodiless and hideously misshapen 
Than ever fancy, at the noon of night, 
Playidgat will, framed in the madman's brain. 
That from this book of simple truth were proved. 
Were proved, as fooliah men were wont to prove, 
Woukl bring my word in doubt, and thy belief 
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Stagger* thoOgfh herd I ait and nag, ivtthm 
The i»ale of truth, where falaehoed never came. 

The reat, who lost the heavenly light revealed* 
'Not wiahmg to retain Giod in their minda. 
In darkness wandered on ; yet oould they not. 
Though moral night around them drew her palT 
Of blaekneas, rest in utter unbelief. 
'The voice withto, the voice of Ood» that nought 
Could bribe to sleep, though steeped in soroariM 
Of Hell, and much abused by whisperings 
Of evil spirits in the dark, aanouneed 
A day of judgment, and a judge^-a day 
Of misery, or bliss ;•— and, being ill 
At ease, for gods they chose them stodui and 

stones, k 

Reptiles, and weeds and beasts and ^eeimig 

things^ 
And spirits accursed — ten thousand deities ! 
(Imagined worse than he who craved their peace,) 
And, bowing, worshipped these as best baaeemed. 
With midnight revelry, obscene and loud. 
With dark, infernal, devilish ceremoniea, 
And horrid sacrifice of human flesh. 
That made the fair heavens blush. 80 bad wu 

sin! 
80 lest, so ruined, so depraved was man! 
Created first in God's own image &tr *. 

Oh, cursed, cursed Sin ! traitor to God, 
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And miner of man! inotfa«r of Woe, 

And Death, and Hell, — wretched, yet seeking 
worses 

Polluted most, yet wallowing in the mire; 

Mopt madt yet drinking Frenzy's giddy cup ; 

Depth ever deepening, darkness darkening still; 

Folly for. wisdom, guilt for innocence ; 

Anguish for rapturcr, and lor hope despair ; 

Destroyed, destroying ; in tormenting pained ; 

Uaawed by wrath ; by mercy unreclaimed ; 

Thing most unsightly, most forlorn, most sad—- 

.Thy time on earth is past, thy war with God 

And holiness : but who, oh who shall tell, 

Thy nnrapentable and ruinous thoughts? 

Thy sighs, thy groans ? Who reckoa thy burn- 
ing tears, 

Apd dtimned looks of eyerlasting grief. 

Where now, with those who took their part with 
thee. 

Thou sitt'st iir Hell, gnawed by the eternal 
Worm— • 

To hurt no more on aU the holy hillsf 

That those, deserting oiioe the lamp of tmdi. 
Should wander ever on, from worse to Woraa 
Erroneoosly, thy wonder needs not ask: 
But that enlightened, reasonable men. 
Knowing themselves accountable, to whom 
God spoke from heaven, and by his servants 
warned, 
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Both day and night, with earnest, pleading Toic^, 
Of retribution equal to their, works, 
Should persevere in evil and be lost^— 
This strangenese, this unpardonable guilt, 
Demands an answer, which my song unloldSt 
In part, directly ; but hereafter more, 
To satisfy thy wonder, thou shalt learn, 
Inferring much from what is yet to sUig. 

Know then, of men who sat in highest pliM 
Exalted, and for sin by others done 
Were chargeable, the king and priest were cfaiaf. 
Many were iaith^, holy, just, upright. 
Faithful to Ood and maii--Tagning reliowntd 
In righteousness, and, to the people, loud 
And fearless, speaking all the words of life. 
These at the judgment day, as thou shalt heart 
Abundant harvest rei^d ; bat many, too, 
Alas, how many ! famous now in Hell, 
Were wicked, cruel, tyrannous, and vile ; 
Ambitious of themselves, abandoned, mad ; 
And still from' servants hasting to be gods. 
Such gods as now they serve in Ersbus. 
I pass their bwd example by, that led 
So many wrong, for courtly iiMluon lost, 
And prove them guilty of one crime alone* 
Of every wicked ruler, prince supi^me, 
Or magutrate below, the one intent, 
Purpoee, desire, and struggle day and night, 
Was evermore to wrest the crown from off 



1 
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Messiah's head, and put it on hie own ; 
And in His place give spiritual laws to men; 
To bind religion — free by birth, by God, 
And nature free, and made accountable 
To none but God — behind the wheels of atatef 
To make the hoty altar, where the Prince 
Of life, incarnate, bled to ransom man, 
A footstool to the throne. For this they m§i. 
Assembled, counselled, meditated, planned; 
Devised in open and secret ; and for this 
Enacted creeds of wondrous texture, creeds 
The Bible never owned, unsanctioned too, 
And reprobate in heaven ; but by the power 
That made, (exerted now in gentler form, 
Monopolizing rights and privileges* 
ESqual to all, and waving now the sword 
Of persecution fierce, tempered in hell,) 
Forced on the conscience of inferior men s 
The conscience, that sole monarchy in mant 
Owing allegiance to no earthly prince ; 
Made by the edict of creation free $ 
Made sacred, made above all human lawi; 
Holding of heaven alone ; of most divine 
And indefeasible authority ; 
An individual sovereignty, that none 
Created might, unpunished, bind or touch r 
Unbound, save by the eternal laws of God» 
And unamenable to all below. 

Thus did the uncircumcisod potentate* 

4 
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Of «arth debase religion in the sight 
Of those they mied — who, looking up, beheld 
The fair celestial gift despised, enslaved; 
And, mimicking the folly of the great, 
With pTMapt dodlity despised her too. 

The prince or magistrate, however named 
Orprfllsed, who, knowing better, acted thus, 
Was wicked, And received, as he deserved. 
Damnation. But the tinfaithful priest, what 

tongue 
Enough shall execrate f His doctrine may 
Be passed, though mixed with- most unhallowed 

leeven, 
That proved to those i^ho foolishly partook, 
Eternal btttemess: — butAthis was still 
His sin-^beneath what cloak soevei' veiled, 
His ever growing and perpetual sin. 
First/ lest, and middle tfaonght, whence ever7 

wish, 
Whence every aetion rose, and ended both-* • 
To moant to plaee, and power of worldly sort ; 
To ape the geudjr pomp and equipage 
Of earthly state, and on his mitred brow 
To place a royal crown : for this he sold 
The. sacred truth to him who most woidd give 
Of titles, benefices, honours, names: 
For this betrayed hie Master ; and for this 
Made merchandise of the immortal soula 
Committed to his care— this was his sin. 
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Of all who office held unfairly, none 
Could plead excuse ; he least, and last of all. 
By lolemnT awful ceremony, be 
Was set apart to speak the truth entire, 
By action, and by word ; and round him stood 
The people, from his lips expecting knowledge ; 
One day in seven, the Holy Sabbath termed. 
They stood ; for he had sworn in fiice of God 
And man, to deal sincerely with their seals ; 
To preach the gospel for the gospel's sake ; 
Had sworn to hate and put away all pride, 
All V{uiity, all love of earthly pomp ; 
To seek all mercy, meekness, tnith, and graee ; 
And being so endowed himself, and taught, 
In them like works of holiness to move ; 
Dividing faithfully the word of life; 
And oft indeed the word of life he taught ; 
But practising, as thou hast heard, who could 

* Believe ? Thus was religion wounded sore 
At her' own altars, and among her friends. 
The people went away, and« like the priest, 
Fulfimng what the prophet spoke before, 
For honour strove, and wealth, and plaoe, as if 
Th^ preacher had rehearsed an idle tale. 
The enemies of God rejoiced, and loud 
The unbeliever laughed, boasting a life 
Of fairer character than his, who owned, 

' For king and guide, the undefiled One. 

Most guilty, vilhuions, dishonest man ! 
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Wolf in the clothing of the gentle Iamb ! 
Dark traitor in Messiah's holy camp ! 
Leper in saintly garb ! — assassin masked 
In Virtue's robe ! vile hypocrite accursed! 
I itrive in vain to set his evil forth. 
The words that should sufficiently accune* 
And execrate such reprobate, had need 
Come glowing from the lipa of eldest helL 
Among the saddest in the deq of woe. 
Thou saw'st him saddest, *mong the damn«d», 
most damned. 

But ukrhy should I v^ith indignation bum,' 
Not with beseeming here, and long forgot f 
Or why one censure for another's sint 
Each had his conscience, each his reason, will* 
And understanding, for himself to search, 
To choose, reject, believe, consider, act : 
And God proclaimed from heaven, and by an oath 
Confirmed, that each should answer for himself ; 
And as his own peculiar work should be. 
Done by his proper self, should live, or die* 
fiut sin, deceitful and deceiving still. 
Had gained the heart, and reason led astray. 

'A strange belief, that leaned its idiot back 
On folly's topmost twig — ^belief that God, 
Most wise, had made a world, had crsatUDM 

made, 
Beneath bis care to govern, sad proteCk,-^ 
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Devoured its thousandB. Reason, not the trae, 
Letraedt deep, sober, comprehensive, sound ; 
But bigoted, one-eyed, short-sighted Reason, 
Most zealous, and sometimes, no doubt^ sincere*-*' 
DevouEod ks thonsands. Vanity to be 
Renowned for creed eccentrical— devoured 
Its thousands: but. a lazy, corpulent, 
And over-credulous faith, that leaned on all 
It met, nor asked if 'twas a reed or oak ; 
Stepped on, but never earnestly inquired 
Whether to heaven or hell the journey led— 
Devoured its tens of thousands, and it» hands 
Made reddest in the precious blood of souls. 

In TimeVparsntts men ran till out of breath. 
The astronomer soared up, and counted stars, 
And gated, and gazed upon the Heaven's bright 

fiice, 
Till ha ^h^t down dim-eyed into the grave: 
The iiunD»ruit in .calculations deep 
Grew gray : the merchant at his desk exp««d : 
The statesman hunted for another place, 
Till death o'ertook him, and made him his preys 
The miser spent his eldest energy^ 
In grasping for another mite : the scribe 
Rubbed pensively his old and withered brow, 
Devising new impediments to hold 
In doubt the suit that threatened to end too soon t 
The priest ccrflected tithes, and pleaded rights 
Of deoaMtion to the very last. 
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In Mienee, iearniii|r, all philosophy, 

Men laboured all their days, and laboured bard. 

And dying, sighed bow Kttia they bad done: 

But in religion they at onoe grew wisei 

A creed in print, though never tmderdtood ; 

A theologic system oa the shelff 

Was spiritual lore enough, and served their turn ; 

But served it ill. They ainned, and never knew; 

For what the Bible said of good and bad, 

Of holiness and sin, they never asked. 

Abpord — prodigiojisly ab«ird, ti» think 
That man's minute and feeble iaculties, 
Even in the very childhood of his being. 
With mortal shadows dimmed, and wrapt afoond. 
Could comprehend at once the mighty ach«iw> 
Where rolled the ocean of eternal love; x 
Where wisdom infinite its master stroke 
Displayed ; and where omnipotence, oppMst, 
Did travel in the greatness of its strength; 
And everlasting justice lifted up 
The sword to smite the guiltless Soaof God; 
And merdy, smiling, bade the sinner go ! 
Redemption is the science, and the song 
Of all eternity : archangels day 
And night into its glories look : the saints, 
The elders round the throne, old in the yean 
Of heaven, enmine it perpetually ; 
And every hour, get clearer, ampler yiewa 
Of right and wrong — see virtue's beauty more ; 
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S«e ^ice more utterly depraved, and Tib ; 
And this witb a more perfect hatred hate ; 
That daily loTe with a more perfect, love. 

Bat whether I for man'e perdition blaoM 
Office adminietered amiaa; pursait 
Of pleasure falae ; penrerted reason blfaid; 
Or iitdolenoe that ne'er in<iiiired**I blame 
Effect and oonsequeode ; die branch, the lea£ 
Who finds the Ibnnt and bitter root, the firet 
And guiltiett cause whence sprang this endlesi 

woe, 
Must deep desoend into the hmnan heart. 
And find it there. Dread passion ! makinf mett 
On earth, and 6Ten in bell, if Mercy yet 
Would stoop so low, unwilling to be saTed, 
Ifsared by grace of God.*— Hear then, in brief, 
What peopled hell, what holds its prisoners theri. 

Pride, setf-sdoring pride, was primal cause 
Of all sin past, all pain, all woe to come. 
Unconquerable pride ! first, eldest sin ; 
Great Kmntaiu-head of evil; highest eonree, 
Whence fiowed rebellion 'gainst the Omnipotent, 
Whence hate of man to roan, and all else ilL 
Pride at the bottom of the human heart 
Lay, and gave root and nourishment to all 
That grew above. Great ancestor of vice ! 
Hate, wsbelief, and blasphemy of God ; 
Envy and slander; nalioe and reveife.; 
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And murder, and deceU* and every birth 

Of damned eort, was progeny' of pride. 

It was the ever-moving^ acting force, 

The constant aim, and the most thirsty wish 

Of every sinner unrenewed, to be . 

A god : — in purple or in rags, to have 

Himself adored: whatever shape or form 

His actions took : whatever- phrase- he threw 

About his thoughts, or mantle o'er his ii£i 

To be the highest, was the inward cause 

Of ait*-the purpose of the heart to be 

Set up, admired, obeyed. But who would bow 

The knee to one who served and was dependent f 

Hencf man's perpetual struggle, night and day. 

To prove he was his ovm proprietor, 

And independent of his God, that what 

He had might be esteemed bis own, and praised 

As sueh.— He laboured still, and tried to stand 

Alone unpropped — to be obliged to none ; 

And in the madness of his pride he bade 

His God iarawell, and turned away to be 

A god himsdf ; resolving to rely, 

Whatever came, upon his own right hand* 

O desperate frenzy ! madness of the will ! 
And drunkenness of the heart ! that nought could 

quench , 
But floods of woe, poured from the sea of wrathi' 
Behind which merey set. To think to turn . 
The back oa life original, and live— 
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TItt ciiptttiire to set op a rival throne 

In the Creator's realm— *to deify 

A worn»**eod in the light of God be pioud— 

To fift an arm of fieeh against the shafts 

Of the Omnipotent^ and midst ^his wrath 

To seek for happineast-insanity 

Most mad! guilt most complete! Seest thou 

those worlds 
That roll at various distance round the throne 
Of God, innumerous, and fill the calm 
Of heaven with sweetest harmony, when saints 
And angels sleep — as one of ^hese, from love 
Centripetal withdrawing, and from light. 
And heat, and nourishment cut off, should rush 
Abandoned o'er the line that runs between 
Create and increate ; from ruin driven 
To ruin still, through the abortive waste ; 
80 pride from God drew off the bad ; and 00 
Forsaken of him, he lets them ever try 
Their single arm against the second death ; 
Amidst vindictive thunders lets them try 
The stoutness of thdir hearts ; and lets them try 
To quench their thirst amidst the unfading fire ; 
And to reap joy where he has sown despair; 
To walk alone, unguided, unbemoaned, 
Where Evil dwells, and Death, and moral Night ; 
In utter emptiness to find enough ; 
In utter dark find light ; and find repose 
Where God with tempest plagues for evermore 3 
For so they wished it, so did pride desire. 
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Such was the cftuae that tamed eo many olF 
Rebelliously from Grodt and led them oo 
From Tain tO'vainer atiH, in endless chase. * 
And such the canse that made so many eheelct 
Pale, and so many knees to shake, wbeil men 
Rose from the grave ; as thou sfaalt hear aaoii* 
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ANALYSIS. 



Ik this book the bard shows that, however man 
disobeyed the command to love God, truth, and 
* virtue, they still strove to gain happiness ; but 
which could only be gained by obedience to the 
command ; ibr the attainment -of which men 
pursued many strange and crooked paths, in 
none of which could it be found ; as happiness 
was indissolubly united to virtue. Yet men 
pursued the phantom Hope, which danced be- 
fore them in every path, and ever mocked their 
grasp, "till the earth, beneath them, broke 
and wrapt them in the grave.'* 

Many sought for happiness in the enjoyment of 
pleasures, but it ever proved vain, in hope, or 
in possession. Many sought for happiness in 
the attainment of riches. This also mostly 
ended in bitterness and woe. Many pursued the 
phantom Fame, that fame which raised not in 
the resurrection mom, " Earthly fame," but 
all in vain.— Many sought happiness in dissi- 
pation, in inebriation; "deliberately resolving^ 
to be mad ;" some in hawking and hunting, 
some in the search after curiosities, and some 
even in hopeless scepticism sought happiness. 
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And tfaut mankind followed vanitiet in dMpite of 
wisdom's warning voice ; in desfnte of tbo taotk- 
ing of all animated and unanimated nature ; in 
despite of the o&n of mercy cominoalljrlield 
oat to them 9 in spite, even, of the threateniotfi 
of death, to ." make repentance Taia," " men 

' n^ed on determined, to nwi, and shut their 
ears to all adviee, to all reproof, tiU del^tky " the 
great teaeher,'* ooBvinced eaohi too lute, th»t 
*' liUemity is ali" 



BOOK III. 



Behol]>*9T thoQ yonder, on the oryatal sea, 
Bendath the throne of God, an image &ir, 
And in its hand a mirror large and bright? 
'Tis truth, immutable, eternal truth, 
' In figure emblematical eispressed. 
Before it Virtue stands, and smUing'8eee> 
Well pleased, in her seflected soul, no apou 
The sons of heaven, aichangel, seraph, saint, 
There daily read their own essential worth ; 
And^ as they read, take place among the just 
Or high, or low, each as his value seems. 
There each his certain interest learns, his true 
Capacity ; Md, going thimce, pursufis, 
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UiMTflnfly thnwgli^ all the tracts of thought, 
•A^'God ordaiM) beat enda by wiaaat xneaxi^. 



• The Bible bald this rairror'a place on eafth : 
But, few wdttld read, or* reading, aaw them^oltea. 
'The chaae waa after ahadows, phantoma atnmge. 
That in the twiligfat walked of Time, and mocked 
The eager httikt^ esc^ng evormere ; 
y^t with Ml roan^ proaaiaaa and looks 
Of gentle aort, that he whose araw retumed 
Empty a thousand times, still stretched them out, 
And, grasping, brought them back again unfilled. 

In rapid outline t^ou hast heard of man ; 
Hia death ; his ofiered life ; that life by mpat 
Despised ; the Star of God— the Bibte, scorned, 
That else to happiness and heaven had led, 
And saved my lyre(4rom narrftttve of woe. 
Hear now more largely of the ways of Time ; 
The fonSl pvursuitB and noitieB of raeob , 

Love Goil, love troth, lov^ virtue, aiid b» 
h^»py:— 
These were the words first uttered in the ear 
Of every betng rational made, and made 
For thoBghi, or word, or deed aecouatable. 
Moit men the first forgot, the second none* 
Whatever path they took, by hill or vale, 
By nigfat or day, the universal wiah, - 
The aim, tad eole intent, was faappioees : 
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Buti erring from the faeaveB-appointed fMifh, 
Stmnge tracks indeed they took through barren 

wastes, 
'And up the sandy mountain climbing toiled, 
Which, pining, lay beneath the curse of God, 
And hought produced : yet did the traireller look. 
And point his eye before him greedily, 
^At if he^saw some yerdant spot, ^here grew 
The heavenly flower, whefe sprung the well of 

fife, 
Whefs^undisturbed felicity reposed ; 
Though Wisdom's eye no yestige could discern. 
That happiness had ever passed that way. 

Wisdom was right : for still the terms remained 
Unchanged,' unchangeable ; the terms on wUeb 
True peace was given to man ; unchanged as God, 
Who, in his own essential nature, binds 
-fitermtUy to virtue happiness ; 
Nor lets-them part through all his Umvene. 

Philosophy, as thou shalt hear, when she 
Shall have her praise— her praise and oensurstooy 
Did much, refining and exalting man ; 
But could not nurse a single phut that bore 
True happiness.-*Fn>m age to age she toiled ; 
Shed from her eyes the mist that dimmed them 

stm. 
Looked forth oil man ; explored the wild and 
tame, 
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The j^vage and p4>Ut9, iIm se»and land, 
rThe starry heavena ; and i;ban retired far back 
To meditation's silent shady seat ; 
And there sat pale, and thoughtfully „aiid weiglMd 
With wary, most ezaet and scrupolous care* 
^an*a nature, passiona, hopes, propeositiaa, 
Relations, and pursuits, in reason's scale ; 
And searched and weighed, aad weighed and 

searched again, 
And many a fair and goodly volume wrote, 
That seemed well worded too, wherein wive 

found 
(Jncountahle receipts, pretending each 
If carefully attended to, to euro 
Jlianfcind of folly ;-Ho root out the briers. 
And thorns, and weeds that choked the.groFtii 

of joy i— 
And showing too, in plain and decent phraaa. 
Which sounded much like wiadom/s, how to 

plant, 
To shelter, water, culture, prune, and rear 
The tree of happiness ; and oft their plane * 
.Were tried ; but still the fruit was green and ioor. 

Of all the trees that in Earth's vineyard graw« 
And with their clusters tempted man to pnU 
•And eat,— lone tree, one tree alone, the trua 
Celestial manna bore, which filled the soul-* 
fThe tree of Holiness*^f heavenly seed; 
A native of the skies ; though atunted much, 
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And dwarfled, by Time's cold, damp, tmgenial soil, 
And chilliAg winds, yet yielding fruit so pare. 
So nourishing and sweet, as, on his way, 
Refreshed the pilgrim ; and begot desire 
Unqnencfaable to climb the arduous path 
To where her sister plants, in their own cfime, 
Atottnd the fount, and by the stream of life, 
Bloonrfng beneath the Sun that never sets,--* 
Bear fruit Of perfect reHsh, fully ripe. 

To plant this tree, uprooted by the fall, 
To earth the Son of God descended, shed 
liii predous Vlood ; and on it evermore, 
i From off his fiving wings, the S|nrit shook 
The dews of heaven, to nurse and hibrten ita 

growth. 
Nor was this care, this infinite expense, 
Not needed to secure the holy plant. 
To root it out, and wither it "from earth, 
Hell strove with all its strength, and blew with all 
Its blasts; and Sin, with cold, consumptive breath, 
Involved it still in clouds of mortal damp. 
Yet did it grow, thus kept, protected thus t 
Atod bear the oidy fruit of true delight ; 
Tbe only fruit worth fftucking under heairen. 

But' few, alaa ! the holy plant could see. 
For heavy mists that Sin around It threw 
- JPeipettially ; and few the sacrifice 
Would make by which alone iu clusters stoopedy 

5 
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And came within the reach of morUl man. 

For this, of him who would approach and eat. 

Was rigorously exacted to the fuU : — 

To tread and bruise beneath the foot» the world 

Entire ; its prides, ambitions, hopes, desires ; 

Its gold, and all its broidered equipage ; 

To loose its loves and friendships frmn the hatrt» 

And east them off; to shut the ear against 

Its praise, and all its flatteries abhor { 

And having thus behind him thrown what seemed 

So good and fair, then must he lowly kneel. 

And with sincerity, in which the Eye 

That slumbers not, nor sleeps, could see no laek. 

This prayer pray ;— *'* Lord God ! thy wtU ht 

done ; 
Thy holy will, howe*er it cross my own." 
Hard labour this for flesh and blood ! too hard 
For most it seemed : so, turning, they the trae 
Derided, as mere bramble, that could bear 
No fruit of special taste ; and so set oat 
Upon ten thousand different routes to seek 
What they had left behind ; to seek what thtf 
Had lost—for still as something once poesest. 
And lost, true happiness appeared : all thought 
They once were happy ; and eVen while tbsjr 

smoked 
And panted in the chase, believed themsehrai 
More mia^rable to-day than yesterday- 
To-morrow than to-day. When yoath com* 

plained, 
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The ancient sinner shook his hoary head, 
As if he meant to say : Stop till you come 
My length, and then you may have cause to aigji* 
At twenty, cried the boy, who now had seen 
Some blemish in his joys : How happily 
Plays yonder child that busks the mimic babe, 
And gathers gently flowers, and never sighs t . , 
At forty in the fervour of pursuit, 
Far on in disappointment's dreary vale, 
The grave and sage -like man looked back upon' 
The stripling youth of plump unseared hope, 
Who galloped gay and briskly up behind — 
And, moaning, wished himself eighteen again. 
And he of threescore years and ten, in whose 
Chilled eye, fatigued with gaping after hope, 
Earth's freshest verdure seemed but blasted 

leaves, — 
Pxaiaed childhood, youth and manhood, and de- 
nounced 
Old age alone as barren of all joy. 
Decisive proof that men had left behind 
The happiness they sought, and taken a most , 
Erroneous path ; since every step they took 
Was. deeper mire. Yet did they onward run. 
Pursuing Hope that danced before them still, 
And beckoned them to proceed ; and with their 

hands, 
l^hat shook and trembled piteously with age, 
Grasped at the lying Shade, even till the earth' 
Beneath them broke, and wrapt them in the grave. 
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Sometimes, indeed, when wisdom in their ear 
Whispered, and with its disenchanting wand 
' Effectually touched the sorcery of their eyes, 
Directly pointing to the holy tree, 
Where grew the food they sought, they tumedf 

surprised 
That they had missed so long what now they 

found. 
As one upon whose mind some new and rare 
Idea glances, and retires ife quick, 
Ere memory have time to write it down ; 
Stung with the loss, into, a thoughtful cast, 
He throws his face, and rubs his vexed brow; 
Searches each nook and corner of his soul 
With frequent care ; reflects, and re-reflects, 
And tries to touch relations that may start 
The fugitive again ; and oft is foiled ; 
Till something like a seeming chance, or ffigfat 
Of random fancy, when expected least. 
Calls back the wanderer thought— long sought 

in vain. 
Then does uncommon joy fill all his mind ; 
And still he wonders, as he holds it fast. 
What lay so near he could not sooner find : 
So did the man rejoice, when from his eye 
The film of folly fell, and what he day 
And night, and far and near, had idly searched. 
Sprung up before him suddenly displayed ; 
So wondered why lie missed the tree so long. 
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fiat, few returned from folly's giddy chaae. 
Few heard the voice of wisdom, or obeyed. 
Keen was the search,' and various, and wide; 
Without, within, along the flowery vale, 
And up the rugged cliff, and on the top 
Of mountains high, and on the ocean wave. 
Keen was the search, and various, and wide. 
And ever and anon a shout was heard : 
Ho! here's the tree of Ijfe ; come, eat, and five ! 
And round the new discoverer quick they flocked 
In multitudes, and plucked, and with great haste 
Devoured ; and sometimes in the lips 'twas sweet. 
And promised well ; but in the belly, gall. . 
Yet after him thq^t cried again : Ho ! here's 
The tree of life ; again they run, and pulled, 
And chewed again, and found it bitter still. 
From disappointment on to disappointment. 
Year after year, age after age pursued : ' 
"llie child, the youth, the hoary headed man 
Alike pursued, and ne'er greW wise : for it 
Was folly's most peculiar attribute, 
And native act, to make experience void. 

But hastily, as pleasures tasted turned 
To loathing and ^gust, they needed not 
Even such experiment to prove them vain. 
In hope or in possession, Fear, alike, 
Boding disaster, stood. Over the flower 
Of fairest sort, that bloomed beneath the sun. 
Protected most, and sheltered from the storm, 
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The Spectre, like a dark and thunderous cloud 
Hung dismally, and threatened, before the hand 
Of him that wished could pull it to descend, 
And o'er the deeert drive its withered leaves ; 
Or» being pulled, to blast it unenjoyed, 
While yet he gazed upon its loveliness, 
And just began to drink its fragrance up. 

Gold many hunted— sweat and bled for gold ; 
Waked all the night, and laboured all the day. 
And what was thisallurenfent, dost thou ask t 
Ais dust dug from the bowels of the earth, 
Which, being cast into the lire, came out 
A shining thing that fools admired, and called 
A god ; and in devout and humble plight 
Before it kneeled, the greater to the less ; 
And on its altar sacrificed ease, peace. 
Truth, faith, integrity ; good conscience, friends^ 
Love, chatity, benevolence, and all 
The sweet and tender sympathies of life ; 
And, to complete the horrid murderous rite 
And signalize their folly, offered up 
Their souU, and an eternity of bliss, 
To gain them — what? an hour of dreaming joy ! 
A feverish hour that hasted to be done, 
And ended in the bitterness of woe. 

Most, for the luxuries it bought — the pomp, 
The praise, the glitter, fashion, and renown — 
This yellow phantom followed and adored. 
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But there was dne in folly farther gone ; 
With eye awry, incurable and wild, 
The laughing-stock of devils and of men, 
And by his guardian angel quite given up— 
The miser, who with dust inanimate 
Held wedded intercourse. Ill guided wretch ! 
TUbu might' Bt have seen him at the midnight hour. 
When good men slept, and in light winged dreamt 
Ascended up to God, — in wasteful hall, 
With vigilance and fasting worn to skin 
And bone, and wrapt in most debasing rags,—- 
Thou might'st have seen him bending o'er hii 

^ heaps. 
And holding strange communion with his gold ; 
And as his thievish fancy seemed to hear 
The night-man's foot approach, starting alarmed, 
And in his old, decrepit, withered hand, 
That palsy shook, grasping tbe yellow earth 
To make it sure. Of ail God made upright. 
And in their nostrils breathed a living soul, 
Moft faben, moat prone, most earthly, most de- 
based. 
Of all that sold Eternity for Time, 
None bargained on so easy terms with death. 
Illustrious fool ! nay, most inhuman wretch ! 
He sat among his bags, and with a look 
MThich hell might be ashamed of, drove the poor 
A^ay unalmsed ; and midst abundance died^ 
Sorest 6f evils ! died of utter want. 
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Before tt^t Shadow, in the vales of eartl^, 
Fools saw another glide, which seemed of mora 
Intrinsic worth. Pleasure her name-^ood name^ 
Though ill applied. A thousand forms she took, 
A thousand garbs she wore ; in every age 
And clime changing, as m her votaries changed 
Desire : but, inwardly, the same in all. » 

Her most essential lineaments we trace ; 
Her general features every where alike. 

Of comely form she was, and fair of face ; 
And underneath her eyelids sat ^ kind 
Of witching sorcery, that nearer drew 
Whoever with unguarded look beheld ; 
A dress of gaudy hue loosely attired 
Her loveliness ; her air and manner frank, 
And seeming free of all disguise ; her song 
Enchanting ; and her wordf , which sweetly dropt. 
As honey from the comb, most large of promise. 
Still prophesying days of new delight. 
And rapturous nights of undecaying joy ; 
And in her hand, where'er she went, she held 
A radiant cup that seemed of nectar full— 
And by-her side danced fair delusive Hope. 
The fool pursued, enamoured ; and the wise 
Experienced man who reasoned much, and 

thought, 
Was sometimes seen layinjB|;^his wisdom down, 
And vying with the stripling in the chase. 
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Nor wonder thou : for she was reelly fait « 
Decked to the veny taate of flesh and blood. , 
And many thought her aound wUhin ; and gay 
And healthy at the heart ; but thought amias : 
For she waa full of all disease : her bones 
Wf ce rotten ; consumption licked her blood, and 

drank 
Her marrow up ; her breath smelled mortally ; 
And in her bowels plague and fever lurked ; 
And in her very heart, and reins, and life, 
Corruption's worm gnawed greedily unae«n. < 

Magay her haunts. Thou might' st haye seen her 
now 
Widi indolence, lolling on the mid-day couch, 
Ana whispering drowsy words ; and npw at dawn, 
Loudly and rough, joining the sylvan horn ; 
Or sauntering in the park, and to the tale 
Of slander giving ear ; or sitting fierce, 
Kude, blasphemous, malicious, raving, mad, 
Where fortune to the fickle die was bound. 

But chief she loved the scene of deep debaucbf 
Where revelry, and dance, and frantic song. 
Disturbed the sleep of honest men. And wher9 
The drunkard sat, she entered in, well pleased. 
With eye brimful of .wanton mirthfulness, 
And^ urged him still to fill another cup* 

. And at the shadowy tyvilight — in the dazk 



1 
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And gloomy night, I looked, and saw her comd 
Abroad, arrayed in harlot's soft attire ; 
And walk without in every street, and lie 
In wait at every comer, fuil of guile : 
And, as (he unwary youth of simple heart, 
And void of understanding, passed, she caught 
And kissed him, and, with lips of lying, said : 
I have peace-ofTerings with me ; I have paid 
My vows this day ; aqd therefore came I forth 
T 3 meet thee, and to seek thee diligently, 
To seek thy face, and I have found thee here. 
My bed is decked with robes of tapestry, 
With carved work, and sheets of Unen fine ; 
Perfumed with aloes, myrrh, and cinnamon. 
Sweet are stolen waters ! pleasant is the bread 
In secret eaten ! the good man is from home. 
Come, let us take our fill of love till mom 
Awake ; let us delight otti%elves with lovee. 
With much fair speech she caused the youth to 

yield ; 
And forced him with the flattering of her tongnd: 
I looked, and saw him follow to her house, 
As goes the ox to slaughter ; as the fool 
To the correction of the stocks ; or bird 
That hastes into the subtle fowler's snare. 
And knows not, simple thing, 'tis for its life. 
I saw him enter in ; and heard the door 
Behind them shut ; and in the dark still night, 
When God's unsleeping eye alone can see, 
He went to her adulterous bed. At mom 
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I looked, and saw him not among the youths. 
I'heard his father mourn, his mother weep : 
For none returned that went with her. The dea4 
Wen in her house ; her guests in depths of hell ; 
She wove the winding-sheet of souls, and laid 
Them in the urn of everlasting death. 

Such was the Shadow fools pursued on earth 
Under the name of pleasure, — ^fair outside, 
Within corrupted, and corrupting still : 
Ridned, and ruinous : her sure reward, 
Her total recompense, was still, as he, 
The bard, recorder of Earth's Seasons, sung, 
" Vezatioa, disappointment, and remorse.*' 
Yet at her door the young and old, and some 
Who held high .character among the wise^ 
Together stood, — and strove among themsehrafe, 
Who first should enter, and be ruined first. 

''■ Strange competition of immortal souls ! 
To sweat for death ! to strive for misery ! 
But think not Pleasure told her end was death. 
Even human folly then had paused at least, 
And given some signs of hesitation ; nor 
Arrived so hot, atid out of breath at woe. 
Though contradicted every day by facts, 
That sophistry itself would stumble o'er, 
And to the very teeth a liar proved 
Ten thousand times, as if unconscious still 
Of inward blame, she stood, and waved het hand- 
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And pointed to hor bower, and said to all ■ 
Who passed: Take yonder flowery path; my 

steps 
Attend; I lead the smoothest way to heaven; 
This world receive as surety for the next. 
And many simple men, most simple, though 
Renowned for learning much, and wary skill, 
Beared, and turned aside, and were undone. 

Another leaf of finished Time we turn, 
And read of Fame, terrestrial Fame, which diad. 
And rose not at the Resurrection mom.. 
Not that by virtue earned, the true renown» 
Begun on earth, and lasting in the skies, 
Worthy the lofty wish of seraphim,^ 
The approbation of the Eye that sees 
The end from the beginning, sees from cause 
To most remote effect: of it we read 
In book of Qod*s remembrance, in the book 
Of life« from which the quick and dead were 

judged ; 
The book that lies upon the throne, and lells 
Of glorious acts by saints and angels done ; 
The record of the holy, just, and good. 

Of all the phantoms fleeting in the mist 
Of Time, though meagre all, and ghostly thin, 
Most unsubstantial, unessential shade. 
Was earthly Fame. She was a voice alone, 
i)aid dwelt upoa the noisy tongues of men. 



THE C0T7KS£ OF TIttC. 77 

She never thought ; but gabbled ever on ; 
Applauding most what least deserved applause ; 
Tiie motive, the result was nought to her : 
The deed alone, though dyed in human gore, 
And steeped iif widow^s tears, if it stood out 
To prominent display, she talked of much, 
And roared around it with a thousand tongues. 
As changed the wind her organ, so she changed 
Perpetually ; and whom she praised to-day, 
Vexing his ear with acclamation loud, 
To-morrow blamed, and hissed him out of sight 

Such was her nature, and her practice such : 
But, O ! her voice was sweet to mortal ears ; 
And touched so pleasantly the strings of pride 
And vanity, which in the heart of man 
Were ever strung harmonious to her note. 
That many thought, to live without her song 
Was rather death than life : to live unknown. 
Unnoticed, unrenowned I to die unpraised! 
bnepitaphed ! to go down to the pit, 
And moulder into dust among vile worms. 
And leave no whispering of a name on earth ! 
Such thought was cold about the heart, and 

chilled 
The blood. Who could endure it? who could 

choose, 
Without a struggle, to be swept away 
From all remembrance, and have part no more 
With hving men ? Philosophy failed here ; 
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And selfrapproving pride. Hence it became 
The aim of most, and main pursuit, to win 
A name — ^to leave some vestige as they passed* 
That following ages might discern they once 
Had been on earth, and acted something there. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they tried. 
The man of science to the shade retired, 
And laid hie head apon his hand, in mood 
Of awful thoughtfulness ; and dived, and dived 
Again — deeper and deeper still, to sound 
The cause remote — ^resolved, before he died 
To make some grand discovery, by which 
He should be known to all posterity. 

And in the nlent vigils of the night, 
When uninspired men reposed, the bard. 
Ghastly of countenance, and from his eye 
Oft streaming wild unearthly fire, sat up 
And sent imagination forth ; and searched 
The far and near — ^heaven, earth, and gloomy 

hell— 
For fiction new, for thought unthoiight before ; 
And when some curious rare idea peered 
Upon his mind, he dipped his hasty pen, 
And by the glimmering lamp, or moonlight beaqi 
That thro' his lattice peeped, wrote fondly down 
What seemed in truth imperishable song. 

And sometimes too, the reverend divine, 
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In meditation deep of holy things, 
And vanities of Time, heard Famous sweet voice 
Approach his ear — and hung another flower, 
Of earthly sort, about the sacred truth ; 
And ventured whiles to mix the bitter text, 
With relish suited to the sinner's taste. 

And ofttimes too, the simple hind, who seemed 
Ambitionless, arrayed in humble garb, 
While round him, spreading, fed his harmleat 

flock, . 
Sitting was seen, by some wild warbling brookt 
Carving his name upon his favourite staff: 
Or, in ill ftvoured letters, tracing it 
Upoa the aged thorn ; or on the face 
Of some conspicuous oft frequented stone, 
With persevering wondrous industry ; 
And hoping, as he toiled amain, and saw 
The characters take form, some other wight^ 
. Long after he was dead, and in his grave. 
Should loiter there at noon and read his name. 

Id purple some, and some in rags, stood forth 
For reputation ; some displayed a limb 
Well-fashioned : some of lowlier mind, a cane 
Of curious workmanship, and marvellous twist. 
In strength some sought it, and in beauty more* 
hong, long the hir one laboured at the glass, • 
And, being tired, called in auziliar skiU, 
To have her sails, before she went abroad. 



ifO TBE COtmSS OV TIME. 

Full Spread, and nicely set, to catch the gale 
Of praise. And much she caught, and mudi 

deserved, 
When outward loveliness was index fair 
Of purity within : but oft, alas ! 
The bloom was on the skin alone ; and when 

.She saw, sad sight ! the roses on her cheek 
Wither, and heard the voice of fame retire 
And die away, she heaved most piteous sighs, 

' And wept most lamentable tears : and wl^iee, 
In wild delirium, made rash attempt-^ 
Unholy mimickry of Nature's work ! — 
To re'-create, with frail and mortal things, 
Her withered face. Attempt how fond and vtiit ! 
Her frame itself soon mouldei^ down te dust ; 
And, in the land of deep forgetfulness, %' 
Her beauty and her name were laid beside 
Eternal silence, and the loathsome trMrm) 
Into whose darkness flattery ventured not ; 
Where none had ears to hear the voice of Fam^. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they tried. 
'And awful, oft, the wickedness they wrought. 
To be observed,' some scrambled up to thionost 
And sat in vestures dripping wet with gore. 
The warrior dipped his sword in blood, and wrote 
His name on lands and ddes desolate. 
The rich bought fields, and houses bvilt, and 

raised 
The monumental piles op to the clondst 
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And cftHed them by their naa&es; Andy«lniigr 

to tell! 
Rather than be uniEno^nj and pa^s away . 
Obscurely to the graTe, some, small of soul, 
That else had perielhed ntiobservedt acquired 
Considerable renown by oaths ptkxfaiie,- ^ 

^jesting boldly with all iraicred things, > 

And uttering fearlessly ' whatei'er oceurred 7^ 
Wild, blasphemous, ^erdhionable- thoughts^ 
That Satan in them moved ; by wiscl* men 
Stipptessed, and quibkly banished from^the irinul; 

Many the roads they took, the plans thay^trivdt 
But air!n vain. Who grasped- at earthly fuat, ' 
tirasped'^wiiid : miy, wor^,- a Mtpent gtuped^ 

that through 
His hand slid smoothly, imd Wai^dtie; but iKft' > 
A^sting behind Which wrought him end(es»puie 
For pft her vorce was old Abaildon*ii''lutfli, ' .' 
By Which he charmed the foolish scful to idMdi. 
So happiness was soiight in plettsure^ fold, > 
Reno wn— rby many sought; But should i 'siMf : 
OCairifre trfeng race, ray timfe; thy fiith, 
Would fail-^f things erectly' diiganized, 
And having rational, artt(itiltite vdte6^ 
And claiming outward brotherh^' wi^h fflfta t 
Of him that laboured so^Iy, in his Ipweat 
Smoking afar, then hUrtfed to thd "^nati 
I^eliberately resolving to b<J mUd 1 ' ' 

Of hini wh6 taught the raTeniMii bird w§f 

6 
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fbli Y*«ir «r 'that, tfaareby.Mpn^iii^jr Idett : /. 
Or rode in fury with the howling paek» 
Afii-onting' mueh thb noUo -Miiiitai , 
He sparred into mch oompeny : of him 
Who down into the bowels of the ea^th' , 

Descended deeply, to bring np>the wreck - 
Of some old earthen waMt» wbkh having stowed. 
With every proper care, be. home retiirned . . / 
O'er many a eea, bsmI tnany a league of land^ 
Triumi^iaBtiyto show the mwellous prize: . , ■ 
AaA hbn.that .vexed his brain, and theories built . 
Of gossamer upon the brittle winds ; 
Pbw^tssd fgoeadtodl v why;abeUa were foundr 
Upon. the mountiiiii t6ps ; bat wondering ppt < 
WiqF- aheUb weie found $i all, more tvondrona 

still! 
Of him wbo^tmi^o «4oyaient took in talef 
Oih^f folk* ^nd sleepless ghosts, and sounds 
Unearthly, whiffisring in the ear of night 
Disbau^oB things : vid hbn who sti)l foraUfld 
Calamity which pever came, and lived . 
D teir^r all his ^^ys o( cometa rude. 
That should immtmierly and lawless drive . 
Athwart the path of £art|^ ^^ btim mainkipd t 
As if the appointed hour of dqom^ by God 
App«ii|teid,.e]^ its time should com? *• as if 
Too small the number of substantial ills, , 
And real feats to vex the aon$ of men. — 
These,— had thay pot posy ssed immortal soulfi 
And ^es locounuij^iik might have.b^en past 
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WIfli' laughter, and forgot ; but as it was, 
And is — their folly asks a serious tear. 



Keen was the search, and Tarious, and wide. 
For happiness. Take one example more-— ' 
So strange that common fools looked on amazed ; 
And wise and sober men together drew, 
And trembling stood ; and angels in the heavena 
GreV pale, and talked of vengeance as at hand^- 
The sceptic's route— the unbeliever's, who, 
Despising reason, revelation, God, 
And kicking 'gainst tiie pricks of conscieDce, 

rushed 
Detitieusly upon the bossy shield 
Of 44ie Oniinipotent ; and in his heart 
Purposed to deify the idol Chance. 
And laboured hard-— oh, labour worse than 

nought! 
And toiled with dark and crooked reasoning. 
To make ihe Mr and lovely Earth, which dwelt 
In si^ht of Heaven, a cold and fatherless, 
Forstkeii thing, that wandered on, ibrlom, ■ - 
Undestined, uncompassioned, unupheld; 
A iapoiir eddying in the whirl of chaiice, 
And soon to vanish everlastingly. 
He travailed sorely, and made many a tack, 
His sails oft shifting, to arrive — dread (bought ! 
Arrive at utter nothingness ; aiid have 
Being no mor e ' -tio feeling, memory, 
Nd lingering consciousness that e'er he was. 
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Guilt's midnight wish! last* most ^amdr 

thought ! , 
Most desperate effort of extremest sin ! 
Others, preoccupied, ne'ersaw true hope.; 
He, seeing, «aimed to stah her to the heart, ; : 
Aud with infernal chemistry to wring 
The last sweet drop froqfi sorrow's cup oC gall ;* 
rTo quench the only ray that cheered the earth. 
And leave mankind in night which had no st^. 
Others the streams of pleasure troubled; he 
Toiled much to dry her very fountain head. • - • 
Unpardonable roan ! sold under . sin ! : 
He was the Devil's pioneer, who cut 
The fences down of virtue, sapped her walk, ' 
And opened a smooth and easy way todeadiL . 
Traitor to all exisUace 1 to all life ! 
Soul-suicide ! determined ibe of being ! 
Intended murderer of God, Most High ! 
Strange road, most strange! to seek for fa«ppii|iwif 
Hell's mad-houses are fuU of such ; too teoe* ' 
Too furiously insane, and desperate) 
To ragei uabound 'mong enril spirits. dAnn«il I 

Fertile was earth in many things: not least / 
In fools, who mercy both and judgment soomed; 
Scorned love, experience scorned t and onwMri 

rushed 
To swift destruction, giving all reproo(^ 
And all instruction, to the winds ; and much 
Of both they had'^-and much de^Hsed of both* ' 
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" WSdIoitt toc^L.iip'lier htrp, and rttfod inpface 
Of Iraquant eoncoarM~-si00d in every gate, 
By e^ery way, and walked in every street ; 
And, KIttng up her voiee, proclaimed : Be wise, 
Ye foola ? b)e of an lindereiaiiding heatt« 
Foraake tbe wicked t come not near hia fiouae : 
Paaa by : mMce kaate t depart, and turn away. 
<Me follow«^«me, whose ways are pteasantneasi 
' Wlioee paths are peace, whose end it perfect joy. 
Tbe Seasons came and went, and went and Oame, 
To teieh men gmtitode ; and a» they paasedv ' 
Gave warning of the lapse of time, that else 
ftad Btiilan uftbeeded by : the fentle Plowars ^ 
Retired, and, stooping o'er the wildemaaa, 
Talked of hrniiility, and peac^, and love. 
The Daws cattid down unseen at evening-tids, * 
And silently theiv bounties lihed, to teach 
iHfamklnd unostentations ciiarity. * 

With arm in arm th» forest rose on high, 
AimI lesson gaveof brotherly regard. 
And, on ^e mgj^ed monntain-brow expoasd, 
Bearing^the blast alone-Hhe aneismoak 
Stcisd, lifting high his anijlity arm, and still 
To oonrage hft distness exboned loud. 
The flocks, the heidr, the liirds, the streams, tbe 

bmeee; 
Attuned the heart to in^odyand love. 
Mercy stood in the eloud, with eye thai wept 
Essential love i and, from hor glonoua bow, 
Bending to kiss the earth int^ea of poaos, - 
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With h^rown Upt, b«r gntdiaiiB fipt^ wbieli God 

Of s^nreetesl accent made, abe whispered buU, 
She whispered to Revenge—" ForgiTa, CbrgiTe IV 
The Sun rejoicing rowid 4he earth, anNMttcad / . 
Daily the wisdom, power, and love of God. 
The Moon awoke, and fi^m her maiden faoat . 
Shedding her cloudy lo<ika, iooked;iB«ekly forUi# 
And with her virgin stars walked, in the heavaiMt 
Walked nightly therei converetng as aha -walked* 
. Of purky, and hoUneaa, aad God* 
In dreams and visiaos, @leep iastrvoted maoh* ' 
Day uttered speech to day, and nighl tq, night . • 
Taught knowledge. Silence had « tongue i th» 
grave, '^ 

The darkness, and the lonely waiste, had eatih 
A. tongue, that ever said*-^Man ! tbiak of Crad t 
Think of thyaelf ! think of eternity I 
Fear God, the thunders said ; fear God* tbafiravM; 
Fear God, the lightning of the storm rapUed ; ' 
Fear God, d^ep loudly anawiered back tOidMfw/. 
And, in the templea of the HolyOne^^ -. . f 
Messiah's mesaengers, the iaithful few**-> 
Faithfuil 'mong noany ialae-*-the Bible openedi . 
4nd cried : . Repent ! repent ya aona of man !• . 
JBelieve, ha saved : and reaaoned awfuUy ' 
Of temperance, righteousness, an4 judgment soon 
To eome — of ever*duriag \S» and 4Mth« 
And choean bards from age to age awoke 
The saored lyre, and full on folly's ear, 
Nun^rs of fighiaoiiaindigBatioa poured., .. 



\ 
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And God, omitiitoteBt, wbffn «i9r9jr fiiiledy ' . ' 
(|i^(W hv hiB holy «m; and wi(h th« stiok* . ^ 
Of vengeance smote ; the fountains of fha Jeep 
Brokp up i he^vea'a windiqni?ii opened* i^Mi S4i|t 

on men 
A flood, pr wrath ; sent pUff^ and famine ftyrth ; 
With earthquiike Tockfid the world beneath ; wilfa 

; 4tDrms . 
AboTe laid idities WMto, and tiumed fat lands / 
To barrenneas ; B|id. with ths ein^ord of war 
In fury niarohed,.aiMi gave .them blood to drink. 
^Uagels'remonstfated : Mar0ybes#eohad: 
Heaven smiled, and 6«w«adt H^c^oanedi Tivfa 

fled: Death shook 
His 44}t«' aod tbmatwiad ta inake. rapeonmca 

vain.— * 
Incredible asssgrtieii hBicn tolhed on. 
Determinedijr toi^rain : shut their .ear^f ^ 

Their. «y^ tor all advi^, ,1a all y!epy<oo(**« 
lO'ar maroy and {Her judgqaaott dowavardniihad 
To misery ; and* most ipocedibie 
Of all \ lA Bva^ry mshed ala9K:tbe.F»y 
Of disappointment aM«em0KS9) whare still i 
Alt. every, atap, «dd/4rSf Wf •Flaaaara's forni* 
Stung mOTihWvt and' Joya^-^whose hloonMr chtalia 
Seemed- glowing high with aiamortaiity « 
WhosphaaQQiipraphesiad aupedluous blissr 
While in the..arraaireeaired«and lacMd in olosa 
And riojtiftna en^rae9» tunied jK^loy^wd-i^d* 
And ^i^. mA^vm^adAi.mi^tm WA» ^ ' 



A Ibatbsome, sind bMvy iMfr]^, that with the 

dear 

Attd hdlloweyeft ef1>eatlf, Bt»Ml horribly. 

All tribes, all gcrnenitiom «f the earth,- 
'^Phuawantxmlf tO'rtiittdrofettlUie. < 

We heard indeed of golden and siltdr days;. 
And of primeval ihhoertioe uait ah ied-*^^ ' ' 
A pagan tale ! but bf baptixiMl'^trdft 
PirikMKi^ei«, and gtk te fc tto i i ; ti^ ware (alitt • i 
Held wiae and (joiuiiHgibcffH tMtfcad of ad AmebTr 
^hAt dto0r>Mi«fM ii^atf/ioid^uALad not why* - ^ 

*^ ^ Thrpair/ t]M>ifei«il]f''fiii8t Mate, im^r^ ill f 
And for their great peculiar sin inconrad 
The Curse, Mid left It^iwtotiitllair race; • 
And bold etnnple |faM of^ovaiiy trim^** 
Hate, murder; iMbefial^ fSpTMchi Miv«n0e; ' • 
^•thriie,'-*tis traey tlMV* learns, of wfaidb thouvooii 
Shalt hear-Hhe l^bath I>iyi the Jubilee 
Of Earth,<'#henri jliMeeviimesa arid pease pretailedL 
This tiitie toc^t, who wviiea the hhnory 
Of men, and Writes it'tnte^ miiBt<3wi!He them ba^ 
^^t^ho reads; most tetA cf Violenee and blood. 
The man who ooaM the matf of one day 
Peruse, the wrottgsy eppf0MlsiNi(iomelii4s« ■ ' 
6%eMte, andpeijtfriee,' and-vABidea, 
Re'watded wortfalesaneas, refaeted werfh/ 
AssaslAMtitfM, MlbMi4ir»UMflb» siniwttrs. 



I>itiitnnii ft«cid«mftr )^ ^f^Wnt ftw^, ' ' ' 
JMviniiy imtelted; iHeavea diifrised , 
Reli^on scdfnsd^'i-'uid'not bMn «iok at tiigfat, 
Add tmii had gaihirod greater fitbm of mirtii, • 
Thantvef mM nma in the World oonid find. 

.' ' '. '• 

Oae«eaii0e of folly, 6ne eepfeotal eaoMv 
Was thi«--ileir kaiw what wisdom was, thougk 
f.. ' :i«i«r«H -■ • 

Defined in 6od*sown words, and pfttttied large, 
•winw^ett vaA eairth in ^haraeoers of light, ^ 
AndsMDdid in the eair by «v«ty wind. 



.1 i< 



Wisdom is hamble, said the voice of God. 
'Tte'tiroad; thli WOiM re^li^d:'lA^itf4<^vsrf(l God, 
EMfjives, forb««i«) andM^ti) net fbrlea^ - - 
Of man, bdt'Ood^' Wisddm ftktngtsrBmA 
TheU»Qild»; is qnlok and dea(dly<ef VesbntmeM; 
Thrusts at thtfT4fyshadbw«fafFi>ont, 
And haitsi, by- deMh, to wij^ its4iMitfar eiean. > 
Wisdom, saidOod, loVet enemtes, entreats, 
SMitltsj b^-fi>r peaoe. Wisdom, «ep<Hed 
Tho worldrhctwisnemiee i #111 in»r aek peaM, 
CondiiieBB sptiPiiSy and trinmpin'in their'falL 
Wisd)9S(i mktrnsts itself, and leans on hMven, 
Said God/ It trilsts andleafin upon' itself, 
VlMiwoildreidied. i Wisdem nitres, said God, 
And counts it bravery to bear reproaeh, 
And shdmet and lowly poverty upright ;• 
Ms^mtpt wkh«ll who ha^i j»teaute%>^ wwp» 
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Wiidom, ffplUd tba worU, mmU forth 4<)i§ase; 
Treads the broad ftlags of life mitJi dftmoroiu fooc*; 
Atimots ^11 pr»iae»;' oouiHa it birftverf i 

Alone to wield the aword, and rush. oo dlsath ; . 
And nevqr weepa^ hnu for its own diagraca. r , i ' 
Wisdom, said God, is highest, when it stoops 
Lowest heiore ^le Holy Throtle^ throw* down 
i|ts crown.aba^edr forgets. it8^1f, adn^ea; ,' 

And breathes adoring praise. There wisdom 

8l00p» ' '' 

Indeed, the world replied — ^tJiei^ viw>fmt,hBG$Qm> 
It must : b)»i atoopf'with dignitjR ;lidd thjalui ^ A. 
And meditates the while of inward worth. 

,: Thnftdid Almighty Qodf mid tha0 the wodd; ' 
Wisdom define. And : most the world beli«oid^ t 
And baldly called the truth of Qod a li«k O 

HeiM^t. he that to the worldly wisdom -^toptd I ' 
His character, beeame the ihvountei i - .' ;' 

Qf mAft-^weshoooujr^bleieniiedj'aman •. a 
Of spirit; nohle* glorious* lofty souU • <7 

And as he crossed the earth incbafte of droama*-. 
Received pr^di^QUS.'shoots of w^rmapiplauM. ' 
Henpef'who' to godly, wisdom framed hisiifii, J 
Was counted. me»n, and spiritleae, and vik; f 
And as he walked obdaurely in the path 
Which led to heaven, fools hiieed with B«rpcmit 
tongue ,,'/'. 

And poured contempt upen his holy h^ftd ; 
Aad poured contempt 90 all^whoprnMed bia ■ 
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But false «»4hi9 MCQuot of wiadoni 
^XWworid't I inean-^t wi^ its beat: the creed , 
bf,sc^r,.gtav6u and philosophic men, 
With much research and c<)gitaiion framed ; 
Of men, :who with the vulgar acorned to sit. 

The popular belief seemed rather worse, 
When heai^ rdplj^ing to the voice of tnith; 
The wise mtan* •said ^ Bible^ walks with God, 
Surveys, far on, the endless line of life ; 
VaJives hie: soul (j thinka oi eternity ; 
Both worlds considers, and provides for both ; 
.With rsiAoa'<e ejre his piMions guards ; ibstdini. 
From evil; lives ei» hope, on hope, the fniit ■ ', 
Of fiiith ; looks upward ; purifies his soul ; 
)C)Rp«ida hie Wings, and mounts into- the sky; 
Passed the sun, mud gaina bb father' s house ; 

And dri^ke-witb ioigels from the fount of bfipi. i 

-» . , . • • 

The muilitttde aloiid replied, (replied 
9y pMketice, 'for they ware no bookish raent ■ 
Nor apt tor form their principles in wopds^) 
The wise i|»n'iit«c of all ei^Btdieates, 
As much aa possible, from out his mind. 
All thought of deaths Ood, and eternity;- 
Admires the "^orid, and thinks of Titte alone ; 
Avoids the Bible, all reproof avoids ; < 

Rocks cons<»^nee, if he can^i asleep ; puts eat 
The eya of reason ; priaoos« tortures, hinds.. 
And makea her thus, by violence and force, 
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Gire-rvMced letidcfnde ftgftinftt h^rseH't 
L^ttpassion loose ; iht substance leaves $ pttrsues 
The shadow ▼ehememly, but ne'er o'ertakiss; 
Puts by the bup of hplinoss and joy ? ' 
And driflkst earotisea deeply in the bowl • 
Of death ; grovels in dust ; pollutes, destroys 
His soul i IB tndsenKble to acquire -' : 
More nibafy; deoehreato^be decfftred') 
l^fri^ds^. laboura to the last^ to- ahmni the trtfdi ; 
Strives, labcura to the last, todietnin hiihself r 
Turns desperate, slitdders, grOa)ii9,'Mft8phe»«a, 

- >aridiliaa, 
ihmdainks-^iiiMe oouldiie «iS0fi!**4D aadkaai woe, 
And diinka iho wide of.G^aieteraal .^rath.' 

The leanaed thus, and thoa tjio ttnfearaadiaaivld« 
Wisdoiii4c&iedr*-ina6und thaydisiigraisd; • 
In.anbiiknoe, in effect^ ih ^nd '^tf aam* ; ^ v 
And equally to God and truth opposed ; 
Opposed ail darkiielM to the'liifhtofheavenr.' 
YetM«»« t]i«re BQinM titttvsaoited w«ti*niaaiing 

Who systems phnnttd, expressed imnqiplawovda^ 
Which praised tfaie man'as-wisdst^^tlisiin ooa 
United both ;- pleased Gtod', and pleased the world; 
And %wltfa tfae eamt, and with the «inn«r had, 
Changing his garb, unaeert, a goeid repott. 
And nmaiy thought their definitioTi best, < 
And in ^cir .wisdom' grew «xce«diii^ Wiaa. 
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XhMif «bkiih«d IdiMiiiiiiMoii v«ui ! 
Could faolines* cmbrmc« tbe harlot sin ? 
Could Jife wed death f «oiild God. wiih MamiMig 

dweUf 
M, loolbb men b oK men for evor .lost ! 
In spite, of mercy lost, in spite of wcath ! 
In spite tof .DisB^peintflseiit aod Re moisd, 
•Wliisb 'iiiade:the 'wl.y to nun raifioiis ! 

. • . .• * 

Hear what theji were r*«Kiie/profea3^ of ein 
aft.fik«'; and oft ooivbined ; but dMfeiinff miieh 
In mode of giving pain. As felt thejiroae. 
Material part, when in tt^ liarilsea etft, 
Soi^lt ffaefsonl; the vioCiipraf DeaneEse. 
It was a fire which on the verje of Go4'9 
Commandments bamed, and on the vitals M ' 
Of alh who: patsed. Who pasied» thi^r^mst 

'.'' remorse; 
A violent fever seised his soui ; the heayens • . 
^Atavv, the earth beiwatfa* seemed Bhfwiog brait, 
Heated'etfvmctimes ; he hearddmad voices speak* 
And^fHweteir hoitid propbeoies of psin. 
Severer ud isevenr yet to ooaie : 
And aarhe writhed and qulvared, aoorohed witlua, 
Th6 iury Yound hie tovrici templei flapped - 
Mw fiery wings; and brsaihed upon his lipe, 
And pavehad'toogtie, the withered blasts of ball 
rt was» the sHfibring begun^ thou saw'jit 
In sy mboi> of the Worm that «iefv«r dies. 
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The oth^t^-^DisapfMMntinciit, nxM 9e«med' 
Negation ofdeligbt. It was a thing 
Sluggifih and torpid, t^odingtawards death. . > 
Its breath was cold, and made the sportive blood 
Stagnant, (ftnd dull, and heavy foQiid the wfceclft' 
Of life : the roots of tb^t whereon it blew, > 

Decayed, and with the gonial, soil no nuure 
Held symphtby — the leaves, the branches droopecly 
And mouldered slowly down to formless dust ; 
Not tossed and'drivea by violence of winds ; 
But wkherinrg where they sprung, Itod XQtHBUIg 

•there. 
Long disappointed, disspipointed still. 
The hopeless man, hopeless in his main vmh. 
As if returning back to nothing, feU ; > - 

In kmAge vacuity of being hungt 

-And rolled and rolled his eye oivemptiness ^ 
That seemed to grow more empty every hour. 
— O Ae of thas mbod I do' remember well : ^ 
•We name him not-^whatnow are earthly naiBa^} 
•In humble dwelKhg boru, retired, remote* 
In rural quietude ; 'mong hills, and sjtreamii 
And melancholy deserts, where the anu . . . 
SaWyns he passed, a she];^rd<only, here 
A nd there, watching his little flock ; or heard ■ 
The plooghmaa talking to his ateers*«-his hopeik 
litis morning hope*, awoke before hira«smiUpCt- 
Among the dews, and holy tnountoin aim ; - \ 
And fancy coloured them with every hue ; 

Of heavenly loveliness ; but soon his d/eams 
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Of (shiMhodcTfTed aWay-^thdse hiihbbw dreams, 
So innocent and fair, that withered age, 
Even at the grave, cleared up hiB dtisty eye, 
And, passing alt between, looked fondly back ' ' 
Th 966 them onbff again ere he departed. 
Theaa fied away-^-and aimotis thbnght, that 

, wished 
To g0j yet whither knew not welf to go. 
Possessed his soul, and held it still a while, 
fie listened, and heard ^om far the ymce of 

Fame — 
Heard, and was charmed ; and deep and sadden 

vow, 
Of resblutionmsde toWretiowned; * 
And'de^per vowed again- to keep his vow. ' 
His parents saw-^his parents, whbm God made ^ 
Of kindest 'heai;t-^aw, and indulged his hope. 
The dici^nt page he turned ; read mach': thought 

\^'ifiuch} 
And with oTd bi^rds'of hotiotirttble name 
Measured his solil severely ; and' lookednp 
*f b fkttlb, ambftiotis of no second placie. 
Hope grew from inward l|aith, and promised 

And out before him opened many a path 
Ascending, wh^ethe fanrel highest waved '■ 
Her branch of endless green. H^ stood admiring; 
Eut stood; adnlired, not long. The harp he 

s^zed; * • 
The harp he loved-^oved better than his life 
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The harp which uttered deepest notes, and heUK 
The ear of thought a captive to its song. 
He seariohed, and .meditated ipu(!h ; and whiles 
With rapturous hand in secret touched the lyre. 
Aiming at glorious strains — and searched agaia , . 
For theme deserring of immortal verse : 
Chose now, and now refused unsatisfied ; 
Pleased, then displeased, and hesitating stilju. 

Thus, stood his mind, when round him came, • 
cloud, 
Slowly and heaviljf it caine ; a cloud j 

Of ills we mention not: enough to say 
'Twas cold, and dead, imipenetrable.glopn). , ^ 
He saw it/i.dui^ approach ; and saw bis hopesi . 
O90^er one» put out,, as nearer still . , 
It drew his soul :. but faiated not.at first ; 
Ffunted npt soon. He knew the lot of mai^^ 
tVas trouble, and prepared to bear the wqrst : 
Endure whate'er should come«i vfithout a sigb > 
£ndur»» ,and drink, even to the very dregs, 
The bitterest . cup that Time, could .fjieajsura 

And, having done, look up, and ask for more. 

Heicalled Philoeophy, and with his Q^v* 
Reasoned : he called Religion too, but called 
Reluctantly, and thecefore wa^ i^ot heard. ^ 

Ashamed to be overmatched by earthly woes, 

• r : , 
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He tought, and seofltf with eyes tkat (|iaim«d 
apace, r 

To find some avenue to light, aome.place 
On which to rest a hope — but sought in vain* 
Dark and darker atiU the darkness grew i 
At length he sunk, and Disappointn^ent stood 
His«ely.eoiBlbrter, add.iiiQumfuiUy > 

Told^ all was past. His interest in Uf«, , 
In being, ceased : and now he seemed fcp foel* ' 
And shuddered as he lelt, his powers of nund « 
Decaying in the spving time of his day : 
The vigorous weaJc became i the clear, pbsours^{ 
Memory gave tip her charge ; Decision reeW » [ 
And from her flight Fancy returned, returned 
Because she fbuad no nourishmeni ithvead. 
The blue heavens wUheired, and the moon, and swi, 
And !ftU theetarsi and the green ewrth, apd movB 
And evening. withered ; and the eyes, and aovieat 
And faces of all men and women withered f 
Withered to hisa; «nd ail the. universe, . 
like something which had been, appeared |4mt 
now t 

Was dead, and mouldering &st away» He trle^ 
No more to hope : wished to forget his yow : ^ 
Wish^ to forget his harp ; then ceased to wi^hr 
That was his last. Enjoyment now was doni».. 
He had no hope-^no wish--^nd scar^ a £iar.t< i 
Of being, sensibid, and sensible 
Of loss, he as some atom seemed, which God 
Had made superfluously, and needed not 

7 
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^o build crdftdon with ; but back again 
To Nothing threw, and left it in the voidl. 
With eTdrlaating aenae that once it waa. 

0\ who can tall what daya, what nights be 
apatit 
Of tideleaa, wayeleaB) aafHeaa, ahorelaaa WM ! 
And who «an tell how many, gloriona «no6, 
TotbtbeiiB and ^mael^a of ftromtae'fuU, • ^ 
Coildueted to thia pasa of haman thought, - 
Thia wildernesa of hitallectttat death, 
Wteted and pined, and vaniahed from ikm ewflt, 
Laanng no vaatige of memorial iliarat ^ 

It waa not ao with him 9 when thoa he Laj, > 
•FVH^lom of hearti wkheradand daaolate) 
Aalaalfcif Autumn, wbieli the Wiftlfiah wmdi; / • 
iSalaetirtg from ita (iilHng aiatersr chaae 
Far ilom ita native grove, toHfelaaa waataa, 
And leave it there atone, to be forgotten 
^S^niatlf«-rOod pateed in merey by^^ 
Hia praiae be ever new ! — and on himiweathed 
And bade hint live ; and put ialto hia kaiida 
A holy harp, into his lipa a tong, 
That rolled ita nnmbera down the tide iyf Time. 
Ambitloika now but little to-be praiaed ' 
Of -men alone ; ambitiOua moatlo be 
Approved of God, the Judge of alt \ and hata - 
Hia name recorded in the book of Itfs. ^ 
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Such things were Disappiliintmeiit tind' Re- 

And oft united both, "m friendft severe, 
To teacjh men wisdom: but the fool, untaught, 
-Was IbolislrBtiU. His ear he stopped ; his e/es - 
He i^ut ; and blindly, deafly obstkiate, 
. Forced deepetmety his way from woe to woe. 

Otte plaoe, on« only plaee, there was on eartii, 
Where lio man ere Was fool— however mad. 

■** Men may live fools, birtibols they cannot die.*' 
Ah ! 'twas a truth most true ; and sung in Time, 
A*d to the sons of men, by one well known 
On MSCh'for lofty verse, and lofty sense. 
Much hast tbon seeii, fair yduih ! much hear<l; 
bttt'thou ■ ■'' 

Hasl'ntfvtrseen a deafh-bed, never heard 
A dying groan. Men saw it often ; 'twas sad* 

• V0 «U m^Mt ijorrbwfhl and sad— to guilt 

*Twiis tRgttisIr, terror, darkness, without bow. . 

But O, it had a most convincing tongue, 

A poteM oratory, that secured 

Msit' itiViXe' attention : 'and it spoke the truth 

So boldly, plainly, perfectly distinct, 

'4*htil^i[^oi)e the meaning could mistake, or donbt ; 
AM had withi^l a disenchanting power, 
A most omnipotent and wondrous power, 
Wiii6(i In s moment broke; ibr ever broke. 
And utterly dissolved the eharms, and spells, 
And cunning soreeries of Earth and Hell. 
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Jlod thtts it 9p6ke to him who ffhastljr lay. 
And struggled for another breath : Barth'a cnp 
Is poisoned ; her renown^ most infiunous ; 
Her gold, seem as it may, is really dust ; . 
lier titles, slanderous names ; . her pralae,» M- 

proach; 
Her strength, an idiot*a boast ; her wiadom, blio4; 
Her gain, eternal loss ; her hope, a aream ; 
Her love, her friendship,. enmity with God ( 
Her promises, a lie ; * her Bn}ile» aharloi*a ;• 
•Her beauty, paint, and rotten within ; her|AM- 

sures. 
Deadly assassins masked ; her laughter, ffrinf ; 
Her breasts, the sting. of Death; her total auM^ 
Her ail, most utter vanity ; and all 
Her lovers mad, insane most grievously, 
And moat inaane, because, they lunam it not* • 

Thus did the mighty reaaonar, Dieath«deol«rv; 
And volumes more : and in one word co n firmfd 
llie Bible whole— Eternity is all* • < 
But few spectators, few boUoved of thoaa ■ - 
Who staid ))ehind. The wiseat, bofit of m»Uf 
Believed not to the letter full ; but tifrnedi 
And on the world looked forth, aa if they jUKmciit 
^he welUtriroroed hypocrite had something atiU 
Of inward worth : the dying man alone 
Gave feithful audience, and the words of Datlll 
To the last jot believed ; believed and fek ; 
But oft, alas I believed and felt too Uta, 
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And had Earth, then, no joys ? no native sweetie 
No happiness, that one who spoke the truth 
Might call her own f She had ; true, native sweets ! 
Indigenous delights, which up the Tree 
Of holiness, embracing as they grew, 
Ascended and bore fruit of heavenly taste. 
In pleasant memory held, and talked of oft, 
By yonder saints who walk the golden streets 
Of New Jerusalem, and compass round 
The throne, with nearest vision blest— ^f these 
Hereafter thou shalt hear, delighted hear, 
One page of beauty in the life man. 
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ANALYSIS. 



The essence of earthly liberty and independence 
was united with lust for power ; '' each sought to 
make all subject to biiswill/* ^hile real liberty 
was the freedom from sin : he only was free 
" whom the truth of God made free." 

Strange conflicts exhibited by the inconsistent and 
opposite principles of the Christian heart. Yet 
final victory was found on the side of holiness, 
and after all his in|erDBl stijuggles, the Christian 
was triumphant, and brought to the world of 
glory. 

The BooIls composed in Time, together with their 
authors, were doomed to oblivion under the 
curse which returns dust to dust. 

The Books entitled *' The Medicine of the Mind," 
which were written for the help of virtue, were 
alone exempted from oblivion. 

The inscrutable and mysterious providences of 
God, why deeds decreed were accountable, the 
Trinity, and Incarnation, were subjects, which 
Theology, Philosophy, Fancy, and finite wis- 
dom, toiled in vain to comprehend. 

The unequal distribution of worldly possessions 
and intellectual gifts, plainly taught that God 
did not estimate men by outward circumstances 
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only, or by tbeir knowledge« but by their moral 
worth. Illustrated by the history of the gifted 
Byron, 
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The world had much of strange and woo« 
derful : 
In passion much, in action, reason, will ; 
And much in Providence, which still retired 
From human eye, and led philosophy, 
That ill lier ignorance liked to own, through dark 
And dangerous paths of speculation wUd. 
Some striking features, as we pass, we mark^ 
In order such as memory suggests. . 

One passion prominent appears— the Iu«t 
Of power, which ofttimes took the feirer name 
Of Uberty, and hung the popular flag 
Of freedom. out. Many, indeed, iis names. 
When on the throne it sat, and round the neck 
Of millions riveted its iron chain, 
And on the shoulders of the people laid 
Burdens unmerciful — ^it title took 
Of tyranny, oppression, despotism ; 



1 
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^'And evwy tongue wbs weary cufsing it. 
Wben ia the mnltkude^ it gathered etrengtb, 
And, like an ocean bursting from its bounds, ' ' 
Long beat in vain, went forth resistlessly, 
It bore the stamp and designation, then, 
Of popular fury, anarchy, rebellion-^ 
And honest men bewsiled all order void ; 
All laws, annulled ; all property, destroyed : 
The venerable, murdered in the streets ; 
The wise, despised ; streams, red wiUi human 

blood; 
Harvests, beneath the frantic foot trode down ; 
Lands, desolate ; and famine, at t^ie door. ' 

Thebe are a part; but other names It had, 
Innumerous as the shapes and robes it wor^ 
Bikt under every riame~4n nature stil! 
Invariably the same, and always bad. 
We own, hideed, that oft ^;ahist itself 
It (ought, and seeptre both and people gave 
An equal aid, as long exemplified 
In Albion's isle— Albion, queen of the seas-* 
And in the struggle, something like a kifid 
Of civil liberty grew up, the best 
Of mere terrestrial root ; but sickly too. 
And hving orlly, strange to tell ! in strife 
Of factions equally contending ; dead, 
That very moine'nt dead, that one prevailed. 

Conflicting cruelly against itself, 
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By its own hand it fell ; part slaying part. 
And men who noticed not the suidde, 
Stood wondering much, why earth from age to age. 
Was still eatlavod, and ening cawas gav«. 

This was earth's liberty, its na^re this, 
However named, in whomsoever fouhd^^ 
And found it was in all of woman borb-^ 
Each man to make all subject to hia will j • 
To make them do, tindo, eat, drink, stand, ni6T«# 
Talk, think, and feel, exactly as he chosa. 
Hence the eternal strife of brotherhocNia, 
Of individuals, families, comntOAwealths. 
The root from which it grew was pride*H)ad rocttl 
And bad the fruit it bore. Then wonder not 
IriilLt long the' nalioDS from it richly reaped 
Oppression, slavery, tyranny, and war; 
Confusion, deaolation, tmuble, ahame. 
And, marvelloua though it seem, this mooitcr^ 

when 
It took t^e name of slavery, as oft 
It did, had advocates to plead its cause 
Beings that walked ereott and spoke like men; 
Of Christian parentage deaoended too, 
And dipt in the baptismal font, as sign 
Of dedication to the Prince who bowed 
fTo death, to set the sin-boufnd prisoner free. 

Unchristian thought! on what pretence soe'er 
Of right inherited^ or else adqnired ; 
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Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name, 
To buy and sell, to barter, whip, and hold 
](n chains,, a being of eeleetial raake^* 
Of kindred form, of kindred fisuiultiea ; 
Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires , 
Bom free, and heir of an immortal hope i^^ 
Thought viHaooQS, absurd, detestable ! 
Unworthy to be harboured in a fiendl 
And only overreached in wic^adneaa 
9y iba(, birth tO(». of aarthly Ubei!ly, 
Which, aimed t0 make « r«a«ooahla mtn . 
By legislation diink, and by the sword 
Believe. Thip was that iibarty renown^, 
IHtotef equal nghta of Greece and Rome, wh«r« 

• men,- 
All, but a fetr, were bought, and sold, and 

scourged. 
And killed, as iotereat or caprice enjoined: 
Jn aftertiraesitalked of, written of so mueh, 
That most, by sound and custom led away, 
Believed the essence answered to the name. ' 
Historians on this theme were long, and wurm. 
Statesmen, drunk With the fumes of vain debat«» 
In lofty swelling phrase, called it perfection ; 
Philosophers its rise, advance,- and bW, 
Traced carefully ; and poets kindled still 
As memory brought it up— their lips were touched 
With fire, and uttered words that men adored, 
Even he— 4rue bard of Zion, holy man ! 
To whom the BiUe. taught this preoioiw vene : 
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" He is the freemvQ whpm .tlie.trat)ia«ko»fr«*," 
By fashion, though by fashion littie swayed, 
Scarce' kept his harp from pagan freedom's pnisf. 

The captive prophet, w)iom Jehoval^ gtnra . , 
The future years» d^acr^bed it best» when h« 
Beheld it rise in vision of the oight-- 
A dfeadful beast, and terrible, aiid.^strong 
Eiceedingly, with mighty iron teeth ; 
And lo, it brake in piecfts^ and devoured* '. 
And stamped the residuo beneath its feet ! 

True liberty was Christian, tanctified, • 
Baptized, and foand in Christian hearts alone. ' 
First born of Virtue, daughter of the skif s, 
Nursling of truth divine } sister of all 
The graces, meekness, faoUnesa, and lovei 
Oiviog to. Giod, and man, and ail beloiRr, ^ 
That symptom showed of sensible .existence, 
Their dae unasked ; fear to whom fecriMi isA; 
To all, respect, benevolence, and Uvft^ ■ 
X^otnpanion of religion ! where she came 
There freedom came : where dwelt* t)iere free- 
dom dwelt ; • 
Ruled whei^ she ruled, ^pired 'where abA ,ax« 

pired. 
"He was. the freeman whom tl^e truth madti 
free :"— . ' 

Who first of all, the bands of Satan hroke ; 
Who broke the bands of Sin ; and for his soul, 
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lirBpi^^ of Ib(»l9 c6n8ttlt«d sernyudly ; 

In spite of ffeahioh persevered in good ; 

]rt epite of wealth or poverty, upright ; 

Who did as reason, not as fancy bade ; 

Who heard temptation tang, and yet tarned not 

Aside; eaw siti bedeek her flovery bed^ 

And yet wonld not go u^ ; felt at his heart 

The sword unsheathed, yet would not sell tlie 

truth; 
Who, having power, had not the will tb hurt ; 
Who blushed alike to be, or have a slave ; 
Who blushed at nought but sin, feared nought buC 

God:' 
Who, ^ally , in strong integrity 
Of soul, 'midst want of riches, or disgraee) 
Uplifted calmly eat, and heard the waves < 
Of stoftny fi>lly breaking at his feet ; 
Now shrill with praise, now hoaorse with fiottl r«* 

• proach, ' '. 

And both deilpised sincerely ; ieeicing tlua 
Alone-^heftppvobation of his God, 
Which Mill with conscienee witnessed to hi* 
' -peace. ■ 

* ' TWii, tliis is (ireedomj such as angeb use. 
And kindred to the liberty of God. 
Tftai born of Virtue ! daughter of the skies ! 
The man, the slate in whom she ruled, was free ; 
All else wiyte: •!«¥€• of Satan, Sin, and Death./.' 
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Afready thdtt hast somethkig h^ard df good 
And iH, office and virtue, perfect each; 
'Of those Redeemed, or else abandoned quite ; 
And more ihalt hear, when at the jadgment da^ 

The characters we of mankind review. 

Seems aaght which thou hast heard astotoiihing t 
A greater wonder now thy audience asks : 
Phenomena tn all the universe ; 
Of morat being most anomalous ; 
Inexplicable most, and wonderful. 
I*n introduce thee to a single heart ; 
A human heart t we enter not the worst ; 
But one by God's renewing spirit touched ; 
A Christian heart, awaked from sleep of sin. 
"Whkt aeest thou here f what mark'st ? observe it 

well. — 
^itt, passion, reason ; hopes, fears ; joy, distress ; 
Peace, turbulence ; simplicity, deceit ; ^ 

Good, iU ; corruption, immortality; 
A temple of the Holy Ghost, and yet 
^Oft lodging fiends; the dwelling place of all 
The heavenly virtues— charity and truth, ■ ' ' 
H\imility, and holiness, and love ; 
And y$t the common haunt of anger, prid^, 
'Hatred, fevenge, and passions foul with lust ; • 
AlUed to heaven, yet parleying oft with hell : 
A soldier listed in Messiah's band, 
Yet giving quarter to Abaddon's troop*: ^ 
With seraphs drinking from the well of liiv, 
And yet carousing in the cup of death ; 
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An' heir of heayon, and .walking thitherwar^, 

Yet casting back a covetoua eye on earth : 
Emblem of strength, and weakness ; lovipg now, 
Atid now abhorring sin; indulging now. 
And now repenting sore ; rejoicing now. 
With joy- unepeakabie, and full of glory, 
Now weeping bitterly, and clothed in dust. 
A man willing to do, and doing not; 
Doing, and willing not ; embracing what 
He hates, what most he loves abandoning. 
Half saint, and sinner half— half lile, half dea^ \ 
Commixture strange of Heaven, and Earthy fu^d 
Hell! 

What seest thou here t what mark'st f a buttls- 

field— 
Two banners spread — ^two dreadful fronts pfiirv* 
In shock of opposition fierce engaged.*- , 

God, angels, saw whole empires rise in arms ; . 
Saw kings exalted ; heard them tumbled down ; 
And others raised,— and heeded not : but here* ' 
God, angels, looked ; God, angeUi, fought ; and 

Hell. 
With all his legions, fought : here error fought 
Withtnuh; with darkness, light; and life with 

death: ., 

And here not kingdoms, reputations, worlds, < 
Were won ; the strife was for Eternity ; 
The yieiory was never-ending bliss ; 
The badgs a chaplet from the tree of life. 
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I 

While thus within contending armies sttoVe, 
Without the Christian had his troubles too. 
For, as by God's unalterable laws, 
And ceremonial of the heaven of beavtefis, 
Virtue takes place of all, and worthiest deeds 
Sit highest at the feast of bliss ; on Earth 
The opposite was fttshion's rule polite. 
Virtue the Ipwest place at table took, 
Or served, or was shut out : the Christian nfSSl 
Was mocked, derided, persecuted, slain r 
And. Slander, worse than mockery, or swotd, 
Or death, stood' nightly by her horrid forge, 
And fabricated lies to stain his name. 
Arid wound his peaco'^but still he had a souMe 
Of happiness, that men could neither give 
Nor take away : the avenues that led 
To immortality before him lay ; 
He saw, with faith* s&r reaching eye, the fovnt 
Of life, his Father's house, his Saviour God, 
And bont)wed thence to help his preseM want. 

. Encountered thus with enemies without, 
Within, like bark that meets opposing winds 
And floods, this way, now that, she steeta 

• athwart ; 
Tossetf by the wave, and driven by the storm ; 
But still the pilot, ancient at the helm. 
The harbour kee^ in eye ; and after much 
Of danger past, and many a prayer rude. 
He rum her safely in.— So was the man 

8 
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01 God, beset, po tossed by adverse winds; 

And so bis eye upon the land of life 

He kept. Virtue grew daily stronger, sin 

Decayed ; his enemies repulsed, retired ; 

Till at the stature of a perfect man 

In Chrbt arrived, and, with the Spirit filled, 

He gained .the harbour of eternal rest. 

But think not virtue else than dwells in God 
Essentially, was perfect, without spot. 
Examine yonder suns ! at distance seen, 
How brighl they burn ! how glorifusly they shint. 
Mantling the worlds around in beamy light ! 
But nearer viewed, we through their lustre see 
Some dark behind : so virtue was on eart^, 
So is in heaven, and so slj^l always be. 
Though good it seem, immaculate, and faifi 
Exceedingly to saint or angers gaze, . 
The uncreated Eye, that searches all, 
Sees it ipaperfect ; sees, but blames not ; sees, 
Well-pleased ; and best with those who deepest 

dive 
nto themselves, and know themselves the moaU 
' Taught thence in humbler reverence to bow 
Before the Holy One ; and oftener view 
Ifis excellence, that in them still may rise. 
And grow his likeness, growing evermore. 

Nor thmk that any, born of Adam's race. 
In his own proper virtue, entered heaven. 
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Once fallen from €rod and perfect hoUnesi, 
No being, unaseitted, e'er could rise, 
Or sanctify the sin-pollated soul. 
Oft was the trial made ; but vainly made : 
So oft as men in Earth's best livery clad, 
However fair, approached the gates of heavwit 
And stood presented to the eye of God, 
Their impious pride so oft his soul abborrtd. 
Vain hope ! in patch-work of terrestial graiiif 
To be received into the courts above ; 
As vain, as towards yonder suns to soar 
On wing of waxen plumage melting soon. 

Look round, and view those numbers infinits. 
That stand before the throne, and in their hands 
Pahns waving high, token of victory 
For battles won — these are the sons of men 
Redeemed, the ransomed of the Lamb of God i 
AH these, and millions more of kindred blood. 
Who now are out on messages of love- 
All these-^their virtue, beauty, excellence, 
And joy, are purchase of redeeming blood ; 
Their glory, bounty of redeeming love.— 
O love divine ! — ^harp, lift thy voice on high ! 
Shout, angels ! shout aloud, ye sons of men ! 
And bunij my heart, with the eternal flame ! 
My lyre, be eloquent with endless praise ! 
O iove divine ! immeasumble love ! 
Stooping from heaven to earth, from earth to helU 
Without beginning, endless, boundless love ! 
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AboYoall asking giving &r, to those 

Who nought deserved, who nought deserved but 

death. 
Saving the vilest ! saving me ! O love 
Divine ! O Saviour Grod ! O Lamb, onoe slaio I 
At thought of thee, thy love, thy flowing blood, 
Alt thoughts decay ; all thhigs remembered, lade ; 
All hopes return ; all actions done by men 
Or aagels, disappear, absorbed and lost: 
All fly — ^as (torn the great white throne, whioh h«. 
The prophet, saw, in vision wrapt*-the heavens. 
And earth, and sun, and moon, and starry boat. 
Confounded fled, and found a place no more. 

One glance of wonder, as we pass, deserve 
The books of Time. Productive was the worlds 
In many things ; but moat in books : Hke awantt 
Of locusts, which God sent to vex the land 
RebelUous long, admonished long in vain, 
Their numbers they poured annually on man. 
From heads conceiving still t perpetual birth ! 
Thou wonderest how the world contained them 

aU! 
Thy wonder stay: like men, this was thedr 

doom: — 
That duat they were, and should to dust return. 
And oft their fathers, oMldlesa and bereaved. 
Wept o*er their graves, when they themaslTes 

were green. 
And on them fell, as fell on every age, 
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At on their authore fell, obli^ioua Night, 
Which o'er the past lay darkling, heayy* stiU 
Impenetrable, mptionlees, and sad, 
Having his dismal leaden plumage, stirred 
By no remembrancer, to show the men 
Who after came what was concealed beneath. 

The story telling tribe, alone, outran 
All calculation far, and left behind, 
Lagging, the swiftest numbers : dreadful, even 
To fancy, was their never-ceasing birth ; 
And room had lacked, had not their life bean short. 
Excepting some — ^their definition take 
. Thou thus, exprest in gentle phrase, which leaves 
Some truth behind : A Novel was a book 
Three-vohimed, and once read, and oft crammed 

fiiU 
Of poisonous eitor, blackening every page ; 
And oftener still of trifling* second-hand 
Remark, and old, di^ased, putrid thought ; 
And miserable incident, at war 
With nature, with itself and truth at war: 
Yet charming still the greedy reader on. 
Till, done, he tried to recollect his thoughts, - 
And nothing found but dreaming emptineas. 
These, Uke ephemera, sprung in a day, 
FVotn lean and shallow soiled brains of sandf 
And in a day expired : yet while they lived. 
Tremendous ofttimes was the popular roar ; 
And cries of— Live for ever ! — struck the skies. 



118 THE COURSE OF TtXS. 

One kind alone remained, seen thro' the gloom 
And snllen shadow of the past ; as lights 
At intervals they shone, and brought the eye. 
That backward travelled, upward, till arrived 
At him, who, on the hills of Midian, sang 
The patient man of Uz ; and from the lyre 
Of angels, learned the early dawn of Time, 
l^ot Ught and momentary labour these, ' 
But discipline and self-denial long. 
And purpose staunch, and x>erseveranoe, asked. 
And energy that inspiration seemed. 
Composed of many thoughts, possessing, each, 
Innate and underived vitality ; 
Which having fitly shaped, and well arranged 
In brotherly accord, they builded up 
A stately superstructure, that, nor wind, 
Nor wave, nor shock of falling years could move ; 
Majestic and indissdlubly firm, 
As ranks of veteran warriors in the field ; 
Each, by. himself alone, and singly seen— 
A tower of strength ; in massy phalanx knit. 
And in embattled squadron rushing onr— 
A sea of valour, dread ! invincible ! 

Books of this sort, or sacred, or profane, 
Which virtue helped, were titled not amiss, 
The medicine of the mind : who read them, read 
Wisdom, and was refireshed ; and oit nis path 
Of pilgrimage with healthier step acranced. 
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tn mind, in matter, much 'was difficirft 
To understand : but what in deepest night 
Retired, inscrutable, mysterious, dark« 
Was evil ; God's decrees ; and deeds decreed, 
Responsible. Why God, the just, the good. 
Omnipotent and wise, should suffer sin 
To rise. Why man was free, accountable ; 
Yet God foreseeing, overruling all. 
Where'er the eye could turn, whatever tract 
Of moral thought ii took, by reason's torch. 
Or Scripture's led, before it still this mount 
Sprung up, impervious, insurmountable, 
Above the human stature rising far ; 
Horizon of the mind — surrounding still 
The vision of the soul with clouds and gloom. 
Yet did they oft attempt to dcale its sides, 
And gain its lop. Philosophy, to chmb, 
With all her vigour toiled from age to age ; 
From age to age, Theology, with all 
Jier vigour; toiled ; and vagrant Fancy toiled. 
Not weak and foolish only, but the wise. 
Patient, courageous, stout, sound-headed mad. 
Of proper discipline, of excellent wind. 
And strong of intellectual limb, toiled hard ; 
And oft above the reach of common eye 
Ascended far, and seemed well nigh the top : 
But only seemed ; for stiTl another top 
Aboye them rose, till giddy grown, and mad 
With gazing at these dangerous heights of God, 
They tumbled down, and in their rfiving said, 



120 THE COURSE OF TIME. 

They o*er the summit saw: and some believod; 

BeUeved a lie ; for never man on earth, 

That mountain crossed, or saw its farther side. 

Around it lay the wreck of many a Sage — 

Divine — Philosopher ; and maoy more 

Fell daily, undeterred by millions fallen ; 

Each wondering why he failed to comprehend 

God, and with finite measure infinite. 

To pass it, was no doubt desirable ; 

And few of any intellectual size. 

That did not sometime in their day attempt ; 

But all in vain ; for as the distant hill, 

Which on the right, or left, the traveller's eye 

Bounds, seems advancing as he walks, and oft. 

He looks, and looks, and thinks to pass ; but stiU 

It forward moves, and mocks his baiHed sight, - 

Till night descends and wraps the scene in gloom : 

So did this moral height the vision mock.^ 

So lifted up its dark and cloudy head, 

Before the eye, and met it evermore. 

And some, provoked, accused the righteous God. 

Accused of .what? hear human boldness now ; 

Hear guilty hear folly, madness, all eiitreme ! 

Accused of what? the God of truth accused 

Of cruelty, injustice, wickedness ! 

Abundant sin! Because a mortal manj 

A worm at best of small capacity, 

With scarce an atom of Jehovah's works 

Before him, and with scarce an hour to look 

UpoA them, should presume to censure God—' 
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The infinity and uncreated God i 
To sit in judgment — on Hisi^elf, his works, 
His providence I and try, accuse, condemn ! 
If there is aught, thought or to think, absurd, 
]|fra(ional, and wicked, this is more<-« 
This most ; the sin of devils, or of those 
To devils growing fast ; wise men and good, 
Accused themselves, not God ; and put their hands 
Upon their mouths and in the dust adored. 

The ChrisUan*s faith had many mysteries too* 
The uncreated holy Three in One ; 
Divii^ iacarnate ; human in divine ; 
The inward call ; the Sanctifying Dew 
Coming unseen, unseen departing thence ; 
Anew creating all, and yet not heard ; 
Compelling, yet not felt :^— mysterious these ; 
Not ibst Jehovah to conceal them wished ; 
Not that ireligion wished. The Christian faith, . 
Unlike the timorous creeds of pagan priest 
Was frank, stood forth to view, invited all 
To prove, examine, search, investigate, 
And gave herse^if a light to see her by^. 
Mysterious these — because too large for eye 
Of maOf too long for human arm to mete. 

Go to yon mount, which on the nor(h*j 
stands 
Of New Xeruaalem, and lifts her- head 
SereiM in g\9ty bright^ e;icep^ the hill. 
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The Sacred Hill of God, whereon no foot 
Must tread, highest of all creation*s walks, 
And overlooking all, in prospect vast, 
From oat the ethereal blue — ^that cliff ascend ; 
Gaze thence ; around thee look ; nought nofW 

impedes 
Thy view : yet still thy vision, purified 
And strong although it be, a boundary meets. 
Or rather thou wilt say, thy vision fails 
To gaze throughout illimitable space, 
And find the end of infinite : and so 
It was with all the mysteries of faith ; 
God sent them forth unveiled to the full gaze 
Of man, and asked him to investigate ; 
But reason's eye, however purified, 
And on whatever tall, and goodly height 
Of observation placed, to comprehend 
Them fully, sought in vain. In vain seeks stUI ; 
But wiser now and humbler, she concludes 
From what she knows already of his love, 
All gracious, that sbs cannot understand ; 
And gives him credit, reverence, praise for tXL 

Another feature in the ways of Gk>d, 
That wondrous seemed, and made soms in«i 

complain, 
'Was Che unequal gift of worldly things. 
Great was the difference, indeed, of men 
Externally, from beggar to the prince. 
The highest take, and lowest---anii conceive 
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The scale between. A noble of the earth, 
One of its great, in splendid mansion dwelt ; 
Was robed in silk and gold ; and every day 
Fared sumptuously ; was titled, honoured, served* 
Thousixtds his nod awaited, and his will 
For law received : whole provinces his march 
Attended, and his chariot drew, or on 
Their shoulders bore aloft the precious man. 
Millions, abased, fell prostrate at his feet ; 
And milhons more thundered adoring praise. 
As Tar as eye could reach, he called the land 
His own, and added yearly to his fields. 
Like tree that of the soil took healthy root| 
He grew on every side, and towered on high, 
And over half a nation shadowing wide, 
He spread his ample boughs ; air, earth, and 8ea» 
Nature entire, the brute, and rational, 
To please him ministered, and vied among 
Themselves, who most should his desires prevent. 
Watching the moving of his rising thoughts 
Attentively, and hasting to fulfil. 
His palace rose and kissed the gorgeous clouds ; . 
Streams bent their music to his will ; trees sprung ; 
The naked waste put on luxuriant robes ; 
And plains of happy cottages cast out 
Their tenants, and became a hunting-field. 
B)9fore him bowed the distant isles, with fruits 
And spices rare ; the south her treasures brought ; 
The east and west sent ; and the frigid north 
Came with her offering of glossy furs. 
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Musioians soothed his ears with airs select ; 

Beauty held out her arms ; and every man 

Of cunning skill, and curious device, 

And endless multitudes of liveried wights, 

His pleasure waited with obsequious look. 

And when the wants of nature were supplied. 

And common -place extravagances filled. 

Beyond their asking ; and caprioc itself. 

In all its zig-zag appetites, goi^ed fuU, 

The man new wants, and new expenses pJanned : 

Nor planned alone : wise, learned, sober mm. 

Of cogitation deep, took up his case. 

And planned for him new modes of folly wild ; 

Contrived new wishes, wants, and wondroof 

means 
Of spending with despatch : yet after all, 
His fields extended still, his riches grew. 
And what seemed splendour infinite, incresMd. 
So lavishly upon a single man 
Did Providence his bounties daily shower. 

Turn now thy eye, and look on poverty ! 
Look on the lowest of her ragged sons ! 
We find him by the way, sitting in dost; 
He has no bread to eat, no tongue to ask ; 
No limbs to walk ; no home, no house, no friendi 
Observe his goblin cheek ; his wretched eye ; 
See how his hand, if any hand he has, 
Involuntarily opens, and trembles forth. 
As comes the traveller's foot ; and hear hie gro«D# 
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His long and lamentable groan, announce 
The want that gnaws within ; severely now, 
The sun scorches and burns his old bald head ; 
The frost now glues him to the chilly earth ; 
On him hail, rain, and tempest, rudely beat ; 
And ail the wfnds of heaven, in jocular mood, 
Sport with his withered rags, that, tossed aboat. 
Display his nakedness to passers by, 
And grievously burlesque the human form. 
Observe him yet more narrowly: his limbs, 
With palsy shaken, about him blasted lie ; 
And all his flesh is full of putrid sores. 
And noisome wounds, his bones of racking pains* 
Strange vesture this for an immortal soul ! 
Strange retinue to wait a lord of earth ! 
it seems as Nature, in some surly mood, 
After debate and musing long, had tried, 
How vile and miserable thing her hand 
Could fabricate, then made this meagre man : 
A sight so full of perfect misery. 
That passengers their faces ^med away, 
And hasted to be gone ; and delicate 
And tender women took another path. 

This great disparity of outward things 
Taught many lessons ; but this taught in chief. 
Though learned by few 7 that God no value set. 
That man should none, on goods of worldly kind: 
On transitory, frail, external things, 
Of migratory, ever-changing sort. 
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And farther taughtf thftt in the soul alonet 
The thinking, reasonable, willing soul, 
God placed the total excellence of man ; 
And meant him evermore to seek it there. 

But stranger still the distribution seemed 
Qf intellect; though fewer here complained; 
Each with his share, upon the whole, content. 
One man there was— and many such you might 
Have, met — who never had a dozen thoughts 
In all his life, and never changed their coarse ; 
But told them o'er, each in its 'customed place, 
l^X0va morn till night, from youth till hoary age. 
Little above the ox which grazed the field 
His reason rose : so weak his memory. 
The name his mother called him by, he scarce 
Remembered; and his judgment so untaught. 
That what at evening played along the swamp. 
Fantastic, clad in robe of fiery hue. 
He thought the devil in disguise, and fled 
With quivering heart, and winged footsteps home. 
The word philosophy he never heard, 
Or science ; never heard of liberty, 
Necessity, or laws of gravitation : 
And never had an unbelieving doubt. 
Beyond his native vale he never looked ; 
But thought the visual line, that girt him round, 
The world's extreme: and thought the silver 

moon, 
That nightly o'er him led her virgin host, 
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No brdader than his father's shield. He lived— 
Lived where his father lived — died where he died ; 
Lived happy, and died happy, and was saved. 
Be not surprised* He loved, and serv(»d his God* 

There was another, large of understanding, 
,Of memory infinite, of judgment deep : 
Who knew all learning, and all science knew ; 
^ And all phenomena, in heaven and ejarth, 
Traced to their causes ; traced the labyrinths 
Of thought, association, passion, will ; 
And all the subtile, nice affinities 
Of matter, traced ; its virtues, motions, laws ; 
And most familiarly and deeply talked 
, Of mental, moral, natural, divine. 
Leaving the earth at will, he soared to heaven» 
And read the glorious visions of the skies ; 
And to the music of the rolling spheres 
Intelligently listened ; and gazed far back 
Into the awful depths of Deity ; 
Did all that mind assisted most could do ; 
And yet in misery Hved, in misery died, 
Because he wanted holiness of heart, i 

A deeper lesson this to mortals taught. 
And nearer cut the branches of their piide : 
That not in mental, but in moral worth, 
God excellence placed i and only to the good. 
To virtue, granted happiness alone. 



ifid 'T&£ COURSS OF TOO, 

Admire the goodness of Almighty Odd ! 
He riehee gave* he inteltectnal strength 
To few, and therefore none commands to be 
'Or rich, or learned ; nor promises reward 
Of peace to these. On all, He moral worth 
Bestowef! ) and moral tribute asked frem all. 
And whofhat could not pay t who bom «o poor. 
Of intellect so mei^n, m not to know 
What seemed the best; and, ktiowing, might Mt 

db? 
As not to know what God' and eonnatiapt bade ff 
And what they bade, not able to obey f 
And he who acted thus fblfilled the law 
Eternal, atad its promise reaped of peace : 
Found peace this way alone : iHio sought it else, 
SeiBghl mellow grapes beneaiii the icy pole ; 
Sought blooming roses on che eheek of death ; 
Sought substance iti a world of fieethq; shadiM.' 
Take one examp!»*-io our purpose quiie. 
A man of rank, find of ctpaeioiis soul ; 
Who riches had, and fame beyond deaire : 
An heir of flattery, to titles born, 
And reputation, and lujcnrious Itfe. 
Yet not content with ancestorial name ; 
Or to be known, becajuae his ftafaers were : 
He ofi this height hereditary stood. 
And gazing higher, purposed in his heart 
To take another step. Above him seemed 
Alone the mount of Song— the lofty seat 
Of canonized bards; and thitherward, 
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Bf mtore tmid^t, and inward melody, 

In prime of youth, he bent his eagle eye. 

No coat was spared. What hooka he wished, he 

read; 
What sage to hear, heard : what scenes to see* 
He saw. And first in rambling achool-boy days, 
BritBDnia'a mountain walka, and heath-girt lakes, 
And slory-telling glens, and founts, and brooks, 
And maids, as dew-drops pure and fair, his soul 
With grandeur filled, and melody, and love. 
Then travel came, and took him where he wished. 
Jie eitiss saw, and courts, and princely pomp ; 
And mused alone' on ancient mountain brows 
And mused on battle-fields, where valour fooght 
In other'4sys ; snd roused on ruins gray 
With years: and drank from old and fabulous 

wells ; 
And plucked the vine that fiist-bom prophets 

plucked ; 
And mused on famous tombs ; and on the wave 
Of ocean mused ; and on the desert waste. 
The heavens and earth of every country saw : 
Where'er the old inspiring. Genii dwelt. 
Aught that could rouse, expand, refine the soul. 
Thither he went, and meditated there. 

' He touched his harp, and nations heard, en- 
tranced. 
^ As some vast river of unfailing source, 
Rapid, exhauatless, deep, his numbers flowed, 

9 
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And opened new fountains in the haman heart. 
Where fancy halted, weary in her flight, 
th othermen, his, fresh as morning rose, 
And soar'd untrodden heights, and seemed at home 
WEere angels bashful looked. Others^ though 

great, 
Beneath their argument seemed atruggUtig; 

whiles 
He from above descending, stooped to tonch 
The loftiest thought ; and proudly stooped, tt 

though 
It acarc^ deserved his verse. With Nature's self 
He seemed an old acquaintance, free to jeM 
At will with all her glorious majesty. 
He laidhis hand upon *' the Ocean's mane," 
And played (kmiliar with hia hoary locks. 
Stood on the Alps, stood on the Apennines, 
And with the thunder talked, as friend to frielidi 
And wove his garland of the lighming's wing, 
In sportive twist — the lightning'a fiery wing. 
Which, as the footsteps of the dreadfrti Ood, 
Marching upon the storm in vengeance, seemed t 
Then turned, and with the grasshopper, who sung 
His evening song, beneath his feet, conversed. 
Suns, modns, and stars, and clouds his abters 

were; 
Hocks, mountains, meteors, seas, and wind^, and' 

storms, 
Hb brothers-younger brothers, whom h« t>cm» 
Ak eqoala deemed. Ad paaaions of all men— 
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The wild and tftme~-4be gentle and severe ; 
^U tketightB, all maxims, sacred and pro&ne ; 
All creeds ; all seasons, Time, Eternity ; 
All that was hated, andTatl that was dear ; 
All that was hoped, all that wab feared hj man, 
He tossed about, aa tempest- withered learet, 
ThM, irtmling, looked upon the wreck he made. 
With terror' now he iroKd the cowering bked, 
And now dissolved the heart in tenderness ; 
Yet'wottld not trembls, would not weep himself: 
But back into his soul retired, alono, 
Dark, fluHef}, proud: gazing contemptuouslf 
On hearts and passions proslMte at his feet. 
So Ocedn, from the plains his waves had late 
To desbktton aw«pt, retired in pride, 
Exulting in the glory of his might, - 
And seemed to mock the ruin he had wrought 
As some fierce eomet of tremendous size. 
To which the stars did reverence, as it passed ; ' 
So he through learning, and through fancy took 
fltft-itigftt mibKme ; and on the loftiest top 
Of Fanie's dread mountain sat : not sotted, and 

Worn," 
•As if ^ from the earth had Yaboured up ; 
But as sotte bintof heavenly plumage Mr, 
He looked, which dowtifrom higher regions came, 
And perched it there, to see what lay beneath. 
The nation* gazed, and wondored mucb, and 
,f«aiacd: 

Critics before him fell in humbU plight ; 
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Confounded fell ; and made debasing aigim 

To : catch his eye; and stretched, and sweU«d 

tbemselves 
To bursting nigh, to uttet bulky words 
Of admiration vast t and many too. 
Many that aimed to imitate his flight, 
With weaker wing, unearthly flutteriag raade^ 
And gave abundant sport to after days. 

Great man ! the nations gazed, and wonderad 

much, 
And praised i and many called his evil good* 
Wits wrote in favour of his wickedness : 
And kings to do him honour took deJight* 
Thus full of titles, flattery, honour, f%XM ; 
Beyond desire, beyond ambition full. 
He died^-*He died of what ? Of vrretchednass. 
Drank every cup of joy, heard every trump 
Of fame ; drank early, deeply- (kank ; drank 

draughts 
That common millions might have ^uencbod**- 

thendied 
Of thirst, because there was no more to drink. 
His goddess, Nature, wooed, embraced, eii0oyedf 
Fell from his arms, abhorred ; his passions died ; 
Died all but dreary, solitary pride ; 
And all his sympathies in being died. 
As some ill-guided bark, well built and tall, 
Which angry tides cast out on desert shofs, 
And then retiring, left it there to rot 
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And moulder in the winds and rains of heaven : 

So he, cut from the sympathies of life, 

And cast ashore from pleasure's boisterous 

surge— 
A wandering, weary, worn, and wretched thing ; 
Scorched, and desolate, and blasted soul ; 
A gloomy wilderness of dying thought — 
Repined, and groaned, and withered from the 

earth. 
His groanings filled the land his numbers filled ; 
And yet he seemed ashamed to groan. Poor man ! 
Ashamed to ask, and yet he needed help. 

Proof this, beyond all lingering of doubt, 
That not with natural or mental wealth. 
Was God delighted, or his peace secured : 
That not in natural or mental wealth 
Was human happiness or grandeur found. 
Attempt how monstrous ! and how surely vain ! 
With things of earthly sort, with aught but God, 
With aught but moral excellence, truth and love, 
To satisfy and fill the immortal soul ! 
Attempt, vain ineonceivably ! attempt, 
To<«atisfy the ocean with a drop ; / 

To marry Immortality to Death ; 
And with the unsubstantial Shade of Time, 
To fill the embrace of all Eternity ! 
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ANALYSIS. 



Actions done in Time live in Eternity. 

Men may be absolved from the consequence of 
sin, but the evil deed, although not imputed, 
remains a dark spot on the annals of the past. 

True happiness was within the reach of all ; and 
that, ^hich was joy to one, was misery to 
another. 

True happiness alwajrs accompanied duty. 

Among the contributions to happiness were, the 
bliss and joys of childhood, of maternal affec- 
tion, of youthful love, and of friendship ; the 
study of nature ; recollections of the past ; anti- 
cipations of the future, repose after labour, and 
even grief afforded joys. 

From whatever sources men experienced joy, the 
pious enjoyed the same in the highest degree. 

Of the Millennium, the thousand years of Mes* 
■iah*s reign, foretold by the prophets, prec^ led 
by the conflict between Truth and Erro> 
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BOOK V. 



Pbatsb God, ye senrants of the Lord ! praise 

God.. 
Ye angels strong ! praise God, ye sons of men ! 
Praise him who made, and who redeemed your 

souls ; 
Who gave yon hope, reflection, reason, will ; 
Minds that can pierce eternity remote. 
And Uto at once on future, present, past ; , 

Can speculate on systems yet to make, 
' An4 back recoil on ancient days of Time. 
Of Time, soon past ; soon lost among the shades 
Of buried years. Not so the actions done 
Id Time ; the deeds of reasonable men ; 
As if engraven with pen of iron grain, 
And laid in flinty rock, they stand unchanged, 
Written on the various pages of the past : « 
If good, in rosy characters of love ; 
If bad, in letters of vindictive fire. 

God may forgive, but cannot blot them out. 
"Systems begin, and end ; eternity 
Itolls on his endless yeara ; and men absolved 
By mercy from the consequence, forget 
The evil deed ; and God imputes it not: 
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But neither systems ending nor begun, 
Eternity that rolls his endless years, 
Nor men absolved,, ilnd sanctified, and washed 
By mercy from the consequence ;. nor yet 
Forgetfulness ; nor God imputing not, 
Can wash the guilty deed once done, from out 
The faithful annals t)f the past ; who reads, 
And many read, there finds it, as it was, 
And is, and shall for ever be— « dark, 
Unnatural and loathly moral spot. 

The span of Time was short indeed ; atid new 
Three-fourths were past, the last begun, and i>n 
C^areeriiig to its close ; which soon we sing : 
But first our promise we redeem, to tell 
The joys of Time— her joys of native growth ; - 
And briefly must, what longer tale desenres. / 

Wake, dear remembrances! wake, chiMlkood* 
days! 
Lov«s, friendships, wake ! and wake, thou mom 

* and even ! * 

Sun! with thy orient locks; night, moon, and atari!- 
And thou, celestial bow ! and all ye woods, 
And hills, and vales ; first trod in dawning life ! 
And hours of holy musing, wake ! wake, earth, 
Andi smiling to remembrance, come ; and bring, 
For 'thou canst bring, meet argument for song 
Of heavenly harp ; meet hearing for the ear 
Of heavenly auditor, exalted high. 
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God gftve much peace on esrth, muoh holy 
joy: 
Oped fountains of perennial apring, whisnoe flowed 
Abundant happiness to all who wished 
To drink : not perfect bliss ; that dwells with us. 
Beneath the eyelids of the Eiemal One, 
And sits at his right band alone : but sach, 
As well deserred the iiame*--abuiidant joy. 
Pleasures, on which the memory of saintf 
Of highest glory, still delights to dwelU 

• It wBs, we own, subject of much debate, 
And worthy men stood on opposing sides. 
Whether the cup of mortal life had more 
Of soar or sweet. Vain question this, whea asked 
In^eiieral terms, and worthy to be left 
Unsolved. If most was sour— the drt&ker» ttot 
The cup, we blame. Each in himself the meaM 
Possessed to turn the bitter sweet, ^e sweet 
To bitter ; hence from out the self-same fouat, . 
One nectar drank, another draughts of gall. 
Hence from the self-same quartef of the sky, ' 
One saw ten thousand angels look, and smile | • 
Another saw as many demons frown. 
'One discord heard, where harmony inclined 
Another's ear. The sweet was in the iftste ; 
The beauty in the eye ; and in the ear 
The melody; and in the roan— f>r God 
Necessity of sinning laid on none— 
To form the taste, to purify the eye^ 
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And tune the ear, that all he tasted, aaw, 
Or heard, might be harmonious, sweet and fair. 
Who would might groan : who would, might aing 
for joy. 

Nature lamented little; undevoured 
By spurious appetites, she found enough, 
Where least was found : with gleanings satisfied* 
Or crumbs, that from the hand of luxury fqll ; 
Yet seldom these she ate ; bat ate the bread 
Of her own industry, made sweet by toil : 
And walked in robes that her own hand had spun ; 
And slept on down, her early rising bought. 
Frugal, and diligent in business, chaste 
And abstinent, she stored for helpless age ; 
And keeping' in reserve her spring-day health. 
And dawning relishes of life, she drank 
Her evening cup with excellent appetite ; 
And saw her eldest sun decline, as fair 
As rose her earliest mom, and pleased as well. 

Whether in crowds or solitudes— in streets 
Ot shady groves dwelt Happiness, it seems 
In vain to ask ; her nature makes it vain : 
Though poets much, and hermits, talked and Bong 
Of brooks, and crystal founts, and weeping dews. 
And myrtle bowers, and solitary vales; 
And with the nymph made assignations there. 
And wooed her with the love-sick oaten reed; 
And sages too, although less positive, 
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Advised their sons to court her in the shade- 
Delirious babble all ! \ya8 happiness, 
Was self-approiring, God approving joy, 
In drops oi'dew, however pure ? in gales. 
However sweet fin weHs, however cleat f 
Or groves, however thick with verdaot shade f 

True, these were of themselves ezoeediog fak : 
How fair at morn and even ! worthy the walk 
Of loftiest mind ; and gave, when all within 
Was right, a feast of overflowing bliss, 
^ut were the occasion, not the cause of joy : 
They waked thft native fooiitains of the soui« 
Which slept before-; and stirred the holy tides 
Of feeling «p ; giving the heart to drink 
From its own treasures, draughts of perfect sweet. 

The Christian feith, which better knew die 
heart 
Of man, him thither sent for peace; and thas 
Declares : Who finds it, lot hun find it there : 
Who finds it not, for ever let him seek 
In vain: 'tis God's most holy, changeless will. 

• True happhiese bad no localities ; 
No tones provincial ; no peculiar gnb. 
Where duty went, she went ; with justice went ; 
And went with meekness, charity, and love. 
Where'er a tear was dried ; a wounded heart 
Bound up ; a bruised spirit with the dew 
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or sympathy tnointed ; or a pani; 
Of honeat suflSsring soothed ; or injury 
Repeated oft, as oft by ky^e forgiven-; . 
Where'er an avil paaaion was subdiied, 
Or Virtae*s feeble emben iann^d ; where'er 
A 'sin was iieait^ afatiured, and left ; 
Where*er a pious act was done, or breathed 
A faoua prayer, or wished a pious wish- 
There was a high and holy place, a spot 
Of saered -light, a most wtigiotts fane. 
Where Happiness, descending, sat and smiled* 

But these apart In sacred memory lives 
The nom of life ; first mom of endless days. 
Most joyftil movn ! nor yet for nought the joy i 
A being of eternal date commenced ; 
A young immortal then was born ; and who 
Shall tslL what strange Tariety o£ bliss 
Burst on the infant soul, when first it looked 
Abroad 6n Qod's creation £u£, and saw 
The glotious earth, and glorions heareBt and lace 
Of man sublime f andl saw ail new, and felt 
All new f when thought awoke ; thought BSTor 

more 
To sleep? when first k saw, heard, leaMWdt 

willed ; 
And trhimphed in the warmth of consctous life t"^ 
Nor happy only ; but the cause of joy, 
W'bich those who neYer tasted always mourned* 
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WbAt uwgne f-^Do tongne ^11 tell whttt bliiS 

o'erfioweil * 

ir^ mother's tender heart, while round her hung 
The offspring of her love, and lisped her nanae ; 
As living jewels dropt unstained from heaveni ' 
That made her fairer far, and sweeter seenty 
Than every ornament of costliest hue. 
And who haith not been ravished, as she passed ' 
With alLher^playful band of little ones, 
Like Luna, with her daughters of the sky, 
Walking^ matron majesty and grace ? 
All who had hearts, here pleasure fbuoii: tnd oft 
Have I, when tired with heavy task, for tasks 
Were heavy in the world below, relaxed 
My vreary thoughts among theur guiltless sports; 
And led them by their little hands afisld; 
'And watehed them run and crop the tempting 

flower,— 
Which -oft, Qftasked, they brought w» Mid bsh 

stowM 
With smiling ^»e, that waited for a look 
Of praise — and ttnswered curioua ^iiestione, |mt 
In much simplicity, but ill to itolve ; 
And heard their observations strange and new, ! 
Aad'seitkid whiles then: little quai^rekit soon 
Ending in peace, and soon forgot in love. 
And still I looked upon their kweUness ; 
And sought through nature for similitudee 
Of perJRMst beauty, iaaocence, and bliss. 
And laireBt in«gery (ound me thronged :— ' 
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Dew-drdpB at day-spnng on a«er8ph'« look*; 

Roses that bathe about the well of life ; 

Young ioves« yoang hopes^ dancing on Momiiif*c 

cheak; 
Gems leaping in the eoronet of loves 
So beantiiul, «o full of life, they Mealed ■ 
As made eptiie of beams of aagek' eyes. 
Oay, gnilelesa, ^>ortiye, lovely, little thai^is \ 
Playing around the den of Sorrow, dad. 
In smiles ; believing in thehr £ury hopes | 
And thinking nan and woman true I all joy : 
Happy alt day, and happy all the nigh(» 

' Hail, holy lore ! thoa word that sums all bUsal 
Gives and receives all ittba ; folleat when aoet 
Thougivest. 8pring*headofaU felicity! , 
I>eepef t when most is drawn* Emblem of Giod ! 
Overflowing most when greatest mimbera diink* 
Essdnce that binds the uncreated Three : 
Chain that unitca creation to its Lord s 
Centre to which all being gravitetes. 
Eiemal, ever*growing, happy love ! 
Endoring all; hoping, forging all ; 
Instead of law, falfilling every law : . 
Entirely blest, beeaose thou seekeet no mom ; 
Hopes not, nor fears ; but on the present livea 
And holds perfection smiling in thy arms. 
Mysterious, infinite, exhaustless love! 
On earth mysterious, and mystBriooa atill 
In heaven ; sweet chord, that harmoniiea all 
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tlie harps of Paradue ; the spring, the well, 
That fills the bowl, and banqaet of the sky. 

Bat why should I to thee of love divine f 
Who happy, and not eloquent of iov<e ? 
Who holy, and as thou art, pore, and not 
A temple where her glory ever dwells. 
Where bums her fires, and beams her perfect 
eyet 

Kindred to this, piurt of this holy flame, 
Was youthful love— the sweetest boon of Earth.' 
Hail lore ! first love, thou word that sums all bliss! 
The sparkling cream of all Time's blessedness : 
The silken down of happiness compHete : 
Discemer of the ripest grapes of joy. 
She gathered, and selected with her hand, 
All finest relishes, all fairest sights; 
All rarest odours, all divinest sounds ; 
AH thoughts, all feelings dearest to the soul ; 
And brought the holy mixture home, and filled 
The heart ^th alt superlatives uf bliss. 
Bui who would that expound which words tran- 
scends, 
Must talk in vain.'— Behold a meeting scene 
Of earthly love, and thence infet its worth. 

It was an eve of Autumn's holiest mood ; 
The com>fields, bathed m Cynthia's silver light, 
Steod ready for the reaper's gathering hand ; 

10 
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And aU the winds slept aouodly t natitre i 
In silent contemplation, to adore 
Its Maker : now and then the aged leaf 
Fell fn>m ke fellows, rualling to the grovnd } 
And, as it feU, bide man think on his end. 
On vale wad lake, on wood and rooontain higbt . 
With pensive. wing outspread, sat heaveoljp 

Thought 
Conversing with itself: Vesper looked forth 
From out her western hermitage, and smiled ; 
And up the-aast, imebuded, rode the Moon 
With all her stars» gasing on earth intflnsat 
As if she saw some wonder walking there. 

Such was the night-*-so lo^ly, still, ««ar«ns ; 
When, by a hermit thorn that on the hiU 
Had seen a hundred flowery ages passt 
A damsel kneeled to offer iip her prayer c 
Her prayer nightly offered, nightly heaid* 
This nnoient thorn had been the meetiog placn 
Of love, before his country's voice had called 
The ardent youth, to fields of hontfur, far 
Beyond the wave. And hither now tepawadr 
Nightly, the maid ; by God's alUseemg eye 
Seen only, while soug^ this boon alone t 
" Her lover's safety, and hia qnick retonb" 
In holy, humble attitude she kneeled : 
And to her bosom, fair as meon4)enm, prf» od 
One hand, the other lifted up to henvsn ; 
Her aye, nptunied, bright as the stnr oCmonit 
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As Tiol^t meek, exeeseive ardour streanidd, 
Wafting away her earnest heart to God. 
Her voice, scarce nttered, soft as ztphyr sighs 
On morning Uly*s oheek ; thongh soft and \ow^ 
Yet heard in heaven, heard at the mercy-seat. 
A tear-drop wandered on her lovely face ; 
It was a tear of faith, and holy fear. 
Pure as the drops that hang at dawning-time. 
On yonder willows by the stream of life. 
On her the moon looked steadfastly ; tlie stars, 
That circle nightly rornid th« eternal throne. 
Glanced down, well pleased ; and evefrlaating Loin 
Gave gracious nudienoe to her prayer sincere. 

O, had her lover seen her thus alone. 
Thus holy, wrestling thus, and all for him ! 
Nor did he not ; for ofttimes Providence, 
With unexpected joy the fervent prayer 
Of faith surprised :— returned from long delay * 
With glory crowned of righteous actions won, 
The sacred thorn to memory dear, first sought 
The youth, and found it at the happy liour. 
Just when the damsel kneeled herself to pray. 
Wrapt in devotion; pleading with her God, 
She saw him not, heard not his foot approach. 
All holy images seemed too impure ' 
To emblem her he saw. A seraph kneeled. 
Beseeching for his ward, before the throne, 
Seemed fittest, pleased him best. Sweet was the 
thought ; 
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But siTMter ttiU the kind remembrance came. 

That she was flesh* and blood, formed for .bimsejf. 

The plighted partner of hie future life. 

And aa they met, embraeed, and aat embowered 

In woody chambers of the starry night,^- 

Spirits of love abont them ministered, 

And God, approving, blessed the holy joy. 

Nor unremerabered is the hour when friends 
Met, fidends bat few on earth, and therefore dears 
Sought oft, and sought almost as oft in vain : 
Yet always sought ; so native to the heart. 
So much desired, and coveted by all. 
Nor wonder thou — thou wonderest not, nor 

needst : 
Much beautiful, and excellent, and iair 
Was seen beneath the sunt but nought was seen 
More beautiful, or excellent, or feir 
Than face of faithful friend ; fairest when seen 
In darkest day. And many sounds were sweet, 
Most ravishing, and pleasant to the ear ; 
But sweeter none than voice of faithful friend ; 
Sweet always, sweetest heard in loudest storm. 
Some I remember, and will ne!er forget ; 
My, early friends, friends of my evil day ; 
Friends in my mirth, friends in my misery too ; 
Friends given by God in mercy and in love ; 
My counsellors, my comforters, and guides ; 
My joy in grief, my second bliss in joy ; 
Companions of my young desires ; in doubt 



THS COURSE OF TIHS. - 149 

My oracles ; my wings in high pQiwih^ ' 
O, I remember, and will ne'er forget, 
Our meeting spots, oar chosen tacredi hours ; 
Our burning 'words, that uttored all the soul ; . 
Our faces beaming with unearthly lova;<*-* 
Sorrow with sorrow sighing, hope with hope 
Exulting, heart embracing heart entire. 
As birds of social feather, helping ea6h 
His fellow's flight, we soared iiMothd skies. 
And cast the clouds beneath our feet, and fhurtii, 
With all her tardy leacten-footed eares. 
And talked the speech, and ate the food of heaveti. 
These I remember, these selectestmen*; 
And would their names reeord-^nt what anuls 
My mention of their name : bjsfore the throne 
They stand, illustrious, 'mong the loudesf harps, 
AimI wilt receiTe thee glad, ray friend and theira. 
For all are friends in heaven | ail falthfsi friends ; 
And many friendships in the days of Time > 
Begun, are lasting here, and grbwmg«ciii; 
So grows ours evermore, both theirs and mine. 

Nor is the hour of lonely walk foifpot. 
In the wide desert, where the tiew was kfgs. . 
Pleasant were many scenes, but most to me 
The solitude of vast extent, untouched 
By hand of art ; where nature sowed, herself. 
And reaped her crops; — whose garaients wem 
the clouds ; 
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Whose miMtreli, brooks ; whose lamps, the mooB 

and stars; 
Whose organ-quirei the voice of many waters ; 
Whose banquets, morning dews ; whose heroes, 

storms; 
Whose warriorS) mighty winds ; whose lovers, 

flowers ; 
Whose orators, the thunderbolts of God ; 
Whose pulactfs, the everlasting hills; 
Whose ceiling, heaven's unfathomable blue : 
And from whose rocky turrets battled high, 
Prospect immense spread out on all sides round ; 
Lost now between the welkin and the main — 
Now w«Ued with hills that slept above the storm. 

. Most fit was such, a place for musing men ; 
Happiest sometimes when musing without aim. 
Jt was indeed a wondrous sort of bliss 
The lonely bard enjoyed, when forth he walked 
Unpurposed ; stood, . and knew not why ; sat 

down, 
And knew not where ; arose, and knew not when ; 
Had eyes, and saw not ; ears, and nothing heard ; 
And aonght^-songht neither heaven nor earth- 
sought Donght, 
Nor meant to think ; but ran, meantime, through 

vast 
Of visionary things, fiurer than aught 
That was ; and saw the distant tops of thoughts 
Which men of common stature never saw, 
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'Gnttet thaA aught thtf largest words coalA 

hold, 
Or give idea of, to those who read. 
He entered in to Nature's holy place, 
Her inner chamber, and beheld her iace 
Unveiled ; and heard unutterable things, 
And incommunicable visions saw :— • 
Things then unutterable, and visions thmi 
Of incommunicable glory bright ; 
But by the lips of after ages formed 
To words, or by their pencil pietored forth: 
Who entering farther in beheld again. 
And heard nnepeakable and marvellous things, 
Whifdi other ages in their turn revealed, 
And left to others, greater wonders stilL 

The earth abounded much in silent wastes ; 
Nor yet is heaven without its solitudes, 
Else incoinplete in bliss, whither who will 
May oft retire, and meditate alone, 
-Of GkNl, redemption, holiness, and love : 
Nor needs to fear a setting sun, or haste 
Him bomd from rainy tempest unforeseen | 
Or, sighing, leave his thoughts for want of timr. 

But whatsoever was both good and fair, 
And highest relish of enjoyment gave, 
la intellectual exercise was found ; 
When, gazing through the future^ present, past. 
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Inspired, thought linked to thought, hacmoiuoni 

flowed 
In poetry — ^the loftiest mood of mind. 
Or when philosophy the resson led 
Deep through the outward, circumstance of 

things, 
And saw the roaster wheels of Nature more ; 
And travelled far alohg the endless line 
Of certain, and of probable ; and made, 
At every step, some new discovery, 
That gave the soul sweet sense of larger room— 
High these pursuits — and sooner to be named 
Deserved ; at present only named : again 
To be resumed, and praised in longer verse. 

Abundant, and diversified above 
All number, were the sources of delight ; 
As infinite as were the lips that drank : 
And to the pure, all innocent and pure ; 
The simplest still to wisest men the best. 
One made acquaintanceship with plants and 

flowers, 
And happy grew in telling all their names. 
Pne clsBsed the quadrupeds ; a third the fowls; 
Another found in minerals his joy. 
And I have seen a man, a worthy man, 
In happy mood conversing with a fly ; 
And as he through his glass, made b^ himself, 
Beheld its wondrous eye, and plumage fine,. 
From leaping scarce he kept for perfect joy. 
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And from my path, I with my friend hsra 

turned, 
A man of excellent nnnd, and excellent heart, 
And climbed the i^eighbouring hill,* with ardttoiis 

step, 
Fetching from distant calm, or from' the earth, 
Digging, with labour sore, the ponderous stone. 
Which, having carried to the higheat top, 
We downward rolled ; and aa it stiHOva at first 
With obstacles that aeemed to match ita force. 
With feeble crooked motion to and fro 
Wavering, he looked with intereat niost intense. 
And prayer almost ; and ss it gathered strength. 
And straightened the current of its furioos flow^- 
EJxdlting in the swiftness of its course, 
And, rising now with rainbow-bonnd immenso, 
Leaped down, careering o'er th« subject plain, 
He clapped his hands in sign of boundless bliss.; 
And laughed and talked, well paid for all his toil ; 
And when at night tho story was rehearsed, ' 
Uncommon glory kindled in his eye. 

And there were too— harp! lift diyvoio^oii 
high, ^ 

And run in rapid numbers o'er the faee 
Of Nature's scenery— and there were day 
And night; and rising suns, and settfang snns ; 
And'clouds, that seemed like chariots of saints, 
By fiery coursers diawu" a s brightly bned. 
As if the glorious, bushy, golden locks 
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Of thonssnd cherabim had been thoni off, 
And on the temples hung of morn and even. 
And there were moons, and starS) and darknen 

streaked 
With light ; and voice of tempest heard secure. 
And there were seasons eomkig evermore, 
And going still, all fair, and always new, 
With bloom,' and fruit, and fields of hoary grain. 
And there wei^ hills of flock, and groves of songi 
And flowery stfeams, and gardeo walks eoH 

bowersd, 
Where side by side the rose and lily bloomed. 
And sacred founts, wild harps, aod moonlight 

glens; 
And foresta vast, fair lawns, and lonely oaks^ 
And KttJs wilknrs sipping at the brook ; 
Old wisard haunts, and dancing seats of mirth ; 
Gay festive bowers, and palaces in dust ; 
Dark owlet nooks, and caves, and battled rocks % 
And winding valleys, rooied with pendant shade | 
And tall, and perilous clift, that overlooked 
The breath of ocean, sleeping on his waves. 
Sounds, sights, smells, tastes ; the heaven and 

earth, profuse 
In endless sweets, above all praise of song; 
For not to use alone did Providence 
Abound, but laige example gave to man 
Of grace, and ornament, and splendour rich ; 
Suited abundantly to every taste, 
In bird, beast, fish, winged and creeping ihii^; 
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lalmrb and fiowar ; end in the rartless chmge, 
Which on the many-ooloured seasons made 
The annud circuit of the frnitAil earth. 

Nor do I aught of earthly sort rememberi-*-* 
If partial feeUng to my native place 
Lead not my lyre astray ,«~^ fairer view. 
And comelier waUs* than the blue nxnintam-pathsi 
And snowy cliffs of Albion renowned; 
Albiout am isle long blest with gracious laws* 
And gracious kings, and fieiToured • miieh of 

Heaven ; 
Though yielding oft penurious gratitude. 
Nor do I of that isle remember aught 
Of prospect more sublime and beautiful, 
Thai; Sdotia's northern battlement of hUls^ 
Which first I from my father's house beheld, 
At dawn of life : beloved in memory sail ; 
And standard still of rural imagery : 
What-mtost resembles them, the fairest seeme. 
And stirs the eldest sentiments of bliss ;. 
And pictured on the tablet of my heart. 
Their distant shapes eternally remain. 
And in my dreams their cloudy tops arise. - 
Much of my native scenery appears, 
And presses forward to be in my song ; 
But must not now ; for much behind awaits 
Of higher note* Four trees I ^s not by. 
Which o'er our house their evening shedoi^ 

threw,— 
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Three a«h, and one of elm : tall trees they were, 
And old:. and had been' old a century 
Before my day: none living could say aught 
About their youth ; but they were goodly trees : 
And oft I wondered, aa I sat and thought 
Beneath their summer shade, or in the night 
Of winter, lieard the spirits of the wind 
Growling among their booghs, — how they had 

grown 
So high^ in such a rough tempestuoas place : 
And when a hapless branch, torn by the blast. 
Fell down, I mourned, as if a friend had fallen. 

These I distinctly hold in memory still, 
And all the desert scenery around. 
Nor strange, that recollection there should dwell^ 
Where first I heard of 6od*s redeeming love 9 
First felt and reasoned, loved and was beloved, 
And first awoke the harp to holy song. 
To hoar and green there was enough of joy. 
Hopes, friendships, charities, and warm pursuit, 
Gave comfortable flow to youthful blood. 
And there were old remembrances of days. 
When on the glittering dews of orient life, ^ 
Shone sunshine faopes^-ninfailed, unpeijured then t 
And there were childish sports, and scbool4>oy 

feats, 
And schooUboy spots, and earnest vows of love, 
Uttered, when passion's boisterous tide ran high $ 
Sincerely uttered, though but seldom kept : 
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And there were engel looke ; and seered hours 
Of rapture ; houra that in a moment passed, 
And yet were wished to last for eyermoie t 
And Tenturous exploits ; and hardy deeds ; 
And bairns shrewd, achieved in manhood's 

prime: 
And thousand recollections, gay and sweet, 
Which, as the old and Tenerable man - 
Approached the grave, ^aroond him, smiliag, 

flocked, 
And breathed Hew aidomr tiarongh his ebbing 

▼eine; 
And touched his tips whfa endless el o quence ; 
And cheered, and much refreshed Ms whherSd 

heart. 
Indeed, each thing remembered^ all but guilt 
Was pleasant, and a constant source of joy. 
Nor lived the old on memory alone. 
He in his children lived a second lile ; 
With them again took root ; sprang with their 

hopes ; 
Entered into their schemee ; partook their fears ; 
Laughed in their mirth ; and in their gain giew 

rieh. 
And sometimes on the eldest cheek wss seen 
A smile aa hearty as on face of youth; 
That saw in proopect sunny hopes invite, 
Hope's pleasures^-sung to harp of sweetest note ; 
Harp, heard with rapture on Britannia's htUs ; 
With rapture heard by me, in mom of life. 
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Nor baibII the joy of rcflt to mortal men ; 
Rest after labour; sleep approaching soft, 
And wrapping all the weary laeiiltiea 
In sweet repose. Then Faney, unrestrained 
fiy ae&se or judgment, etrang« oonfusion made* . 
Of future, present, past ; combining things 
Unseemly, things unsociable in NaAore, 
In roost absurd communion, laughable, 
Though pomethnea Texmg sore the aliimheriog 

soul. 
Sporting at mil, she, through her airy halls, 
With moonbeams paved, and canopied with stars, 
And tapestried with marrellous intagety, 
And sfanpea €l£ glory, infinitely fair, 
Moving and mixing in most wondrous dance— , 
Fantastically walked ; but pleased so well. 
That ill she liked the judgment's voice severe. 
Which called her home when noisy mora awok#. 
And oft she sprang beyond the bounds of Tkstt 
On het swift pinion tiftiog .up the souls 
Of righteous men, on high, to 6od^ and heavan, 
Where they beheld unalterable tfainga; 
And heard the glorious, music of the blest. 
Circling the throne of the Eternal Three ; 
And with the spirits utuncamate, took 
Celestial pastime, on the hills of God ; 
Forgetful of the gloomy pass between. 

Some dreams were useless-— moved by turbid 
oourse 
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Of aaiihal ditorder; not«o aU: 
Deep moral lessons some impressed* that notighl 
"Could afterwards deface. And oft in drsaaas, 
The master passion of the soul displayed 
His hage defomity, 4xmoeaied by day-^ 
Warning, the sleeper to beware, awake* 
And oft in dreams, the reprobate and vile> 
Unpardonable mnner**a8 he seemed 
Toppling upon the perilous edge o£ Hell—- 
In dreadful apparition^ saw before 
His vision pass, the shadows c^tbe da&med.; 
And saw the glare of hollow, cursed eyes. 
Spring from the skirts of the infernal nlgfat ; 
And saw the soule of wicked men, new dead, 
By devils hearsed into the fiery gulf; 
And heard the burning of the eadiess flames ; 
And heard the weltering of the waves of wrath. 
• And sometimes, too, before his fancy passed 
The Worm that never dies, writhing its folds > 
In hidedus sort, and with eternal Death 
Held horrid colloquy ; giving the wretch 
Unwelcome earnest of the woe to come* 
But these we leave, as unbefitting song, 
That promised happy narrative of joy. 

But what of all the joys of earth was most 
Ofnative growth, most proper to the soil'*- 
Not elsewliere known, in worl(k that never fell- 
Was joy that sprung from disappointed wee. 
The joy in grief; the pleasure after pain : 
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Feara turned to hopes ; meetingi expected not ; : 
DeUvsnuices from dangerooe attitudes ; 
Better for worse ; and best smnetimes for ivorst | 
And all the seeming ill, ending in good— 
A sort of happiness composed, winch none 
Has had experience of, hut mortal i^an. 
Yet not to be despised. Look back, and one 
Behold, who would not gi^e her tear for all 
The smiles that dance about the cheek of Mhrth. 

Among> the tombs she walks at^ioon pf nighty 
In miserable garb of widowhood. 
Observe her yonder, sidily, pale, an4sad» 
Beading her wasted body o*er the gnhre . 
Of him who was the husband of her youth. 
The moonbeams trembting through these ancieiit 

yews, 
That stand like ranks of mourners round tha b«d 
Of death, fall dismally upon her face ; 
Her little, hollow, withered face, almost 
Invisible— -BO worn away wHh woe : 
The tread of hasty foot, passing so late, 
Disturbs her not ; nor yet the roar of mirth, 
From neighbouring revelry ascending loud. 
She hears, sees nought; fears nought; ona 

thought alone 
Fills all her heart and soul ; half hoping, half 
Remembering, sad, unutterable thought ! 
Uttered by silence, and by tears alone. 
Sweet tears ' the awful language, eloquent 
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Of infinite affection ; far too big 
For words. She sheds not many now : that grass. 
Which springs so rankly o'er the dead, has drunk 
Already many showers of grief: a drop 
Or two are all that now remain behind, 
And from her eye, that darts strange fiery beami, 
At dreary intervals, drip down her dieek. 
Falling most BioumfuUy from bone to bone. 
But yet she wants not tears : that babe that hangi 
Upon her breast, that babe that never saw 
Its father-'he was dead before its birth- 
Helps her to weep, weeping before its time ; . 
Taught sorrow by the mother*s melting voice, 
Repeating oft the father's sacred name. 
Be not surprised at this expense of woe ! 
The man she mourns was ail she called her own ; 
The music of her ear, light of her eye ; 
Desire of all her heart ; her hope, her fear : 
The element in which her passions livedo* 
Dead now, or dying all. Nor long shall she 
Visit that place of skulls : night after night, 
She wears herself away % the moonbeam now 
That falls upon her unsubstantial frame. 
Scarce finds obstruction ; and upon her bones, 
Barren as leafless boughs in winter-time, 
Her infant fastens his little hands, as oft. 
Forgetful, she leaves him awhile unheld« 
But look, ahe passes not away in gloom : 
A light from iar illumes her face ; a light 
That comes beyond the moon, beyond th« 

n 
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The light of truth diyine ; the glorious hope 

Of resurrection at the promised morn, 

And meetings then which ne'er shall part again. 

Indulge another note of kindred tone. 
Where grief was mixed with melancholy joy. 

Our sighs were numerous, and profuse our tears ; 
Tor she was lost, was lovely, and we loved 
Her much: fresh in our memory, as fresh 
As yesterday, is yet the day she died. 
It was an April day ; and^1>lithely all 
The youth of nature leaped beneath the sun. 
And promised glorious manhood ; and our hearts 
Were glad, and round them danced the lightsome 

blood, 
In healthy merriment — when tidings came, 
A child was bom ; and tidings came again, 
That she who gave it birth was sick to death. 
So swift trode sorrow on the heels of joy ! 
We gathered round her bed, and bent our knees 
In fervent supplication to the Throne 
Of Mercy, and perfumed our prayers with sighs 
Sincere, and penitential tears, and looks 
Of self-abasement ; but we sought to stay 
An angel on the earth ; a spirit ripe 
For heaven ; (ind Mercy, in her love, refused : 
Most merciful, as oft, when seeming least ! 
Most gracious when she seemed the most to 
frown ! 
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The room I well remember ; and th^ bed 
On which she lay ; and all the faces too, 
That crowded dark and mournfully around. 
Her father there, and mother bending stood, 
•And down their aged cheeks fell many drops 
Of bitterness ; her husband, too, was there, 
And brothers ; and they wept-— her sisters, too, 
Did weep and sorrow comfortless ; and I, 
Too, wept, though not to weeping given : uid all 
Within the house was dolorous and sad ; 
This Iiremember well ; but better still, 
I do remember, and will ne'er forget, \ 

The dying eye--*that eye alone was bright, 
And brighter grew, as nearer death approached : 
As I have seen the gentle little flower 
-Ijook faireat in the silver beam, which fell 
Reflected from the thunder cloud that soon 
Came down, and o'er the desert scattered far 
^And wide its loveliness. She made a sign . 
To bring her babe — 'twas brought, and by her 

placed. 
She looked upon its &ce, that neither smile4 
Nor wept, nor knew who gazed upon*t, and laid 
Her hand upon its little breast, and sought 
For it, with look that seemed to penetrate 
The heavens— unutterable blessings — such 
As God to dying parents only granted. 
For infants left behind them in the world. 
."God keep my child," we heard her say, and 

heard 
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No more : the Angel of the Covenant 

Was come, and, faithful to his promise, stood 

Prepared to walk with her through 4eatb*s dark 

vale. 
And now her eyes grew bright, and brighter stilly 
Too bright for ours to look upon, suffused 
With maiiy tears, and closed without a cloud. 
They set as sets the morning star, which goes 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor hidef 
Obscured among the tempests of the sky, 
fiut melta away into the light of heaven, ■ 

Loves, friendships, hopes, and dear renMU- 

branoes; 
The kind embracings of the heart — and hours 
Of happy thought — and smiles coming to tears-** 
And glories of the heaven and starry cope 
Above, and glories of the earth beneath: 
These were the rays that wandered throBgli ihm 

gloom 
Of mortal life — wells of the wilderness ; 
Redeeming features in the face of Time ; 
Sweet drops, that made the mixed cup of Earth 
A palatable d^ught-^oo bitter elss. 

About the joys and pleasarea of the worlds 
This question was not seldom in debate— 
Whether the righteous man, or sinner, had 
The greatest share, and relished them the mostf 
Truth gives the answer thus, gives it distinct, 
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Nor keedfl to reason long : The righteous man. 
For what was he denied of earthly growth, • 
Worthy the name of good f Truth answers- 
Nought. 
Had he not appetites, and sen^e, and will? 
Migfat he not eat, if Providence allowed, 
The finest of the wheat f Might he not drink 
The choicest wme f True, he was temperate ; 
But then was temperance a foe to peace f 
Might he not rise, and clothe himself in gold f 
Ascend, and stand in palaces of kings f 
True, he was honest still, and charitable : 
Were then these virtues foes to human peace f 
iMight he not do exploits and gain a name ? 
Most true, he trod not down a fellow's right, 
Nor walked up to a throne on skulls of men ; 
Were justice, then, and mercy, foes to peace f 
Had he not friendships, loves, and smiles, and 

hopes? 
Bat not around his table sons and daughters f 
Was not his ear with music pleased f his eye 
With light f his nostrils with perfumes t his lips 
With pleasant relishes f grew not his herds f 
Fell not the rain upon his meadows f reaped 
He not his harvests f and did not his heart 
Revel at will through all the charities 
And sympathies of nature, unconfined f 
And were not these all sweetened, and sanctified 
By dews of holiness shed from above f 
Might he not walk through Fancy's airy halls t 
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Might he not History's ample page surrey f 

Might he not, finally, explore the depths 

Of mental, moral, natural, divine ? 

But why enumerate thus f One word enoagh* 

There- was no joy in all created things, 

No drop of sweet, that turned not in the end 

To sour, p{ which the righteous man did ndt 

Partake — partake, invited by the voice 

Of God, his Father's voice^-who gave him all 

His heart's desire. And o'er the sinner still. 

The Christiaahad this one advantage more, 

That when his earthly pleasures failed, and iail 

They always did to every soul of man. 

He sent his hopes on high, looked up, and reached 

His sickle forth, and reaped the fields of heaven. 

And plucked the clusters from the vines of God. 

Nor was the general aspect of the world 
Always a moral waste : a time there came, 
Though few believed it e'er should come — a time 
Typed by the Sabbath day recurring once 
In seven ; and by the year of rest indulged 
Septennial to the lands on Jordan's banks : 
A time foretold by Judah's bards in words 
Of fire : a time, seventh put of time, and set 
Before the eighth and last — the Sabbath day 
Of all the earth — when all had rest and peace. 
Before its coming many to and fro 
Kan ; ran from various cause ; by many sent 
From various cause ; upright, and crooked botK 
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Some sent, and ran for love of souls sincere ; 

And more at instance of a holy name. 

With godly zeal much vanity was mixed; 

And drcurostance of gaudy civil pomp ; 

And speeches bujdng praise for praise ; and lists, 

And endless scrolls, surcharged with modest 

names 
That sought the pablic eye ; and stories, told 
In quackish phrase, that hurt their credit, even 
When true — combined with wise and prudenl 

means, 
Much wheat, much chaff, much gold, and much 

alloy: 
But God wrought with the whole — wrought most 

with what 
To man seemed weakest means— and brought 

result 
Of good from good and evil both ; and breathed 
Into the withered nations breath and life : 
The breath and life of liberty and truth. 
By means of knowledge breathed into the sonL 

Then was the evil day of tyranny ! 
Of kingly and of priestly tyranny. 
That bruised the nations long. As yet, no state 
Beneath the heavens had tasted freedom's wine ; 
Though loud of freedom was the talk of all. 
Some groaned more deeply, being heavier tasked ; 
Some wrought with straw, and some without ; but 
aU 
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Were slaves, or meant to be ; for mien etill - 
Had been of equal mind — excepting few- 
Cruel, rapacious, tyrannous, and Tile ; 
And had with equal shoulder propped the Beast. 
As yet, the Church, the holy spouse of God, 
In members few, had wandered in her weeds 
Of mourning, persecuted, scorned, reproached, 
And buffeted, and killed— ^n members few, 
Though seeming many whiles ; then fewest oft, 
When seeming most. She still had hung her 

harp 
Upon the willow-tree, and sighed, and wept 
From age to age. Satan began the war ; 
And all bis angels, and all wicked men, 
Against her fought by wile, or fierce attack, 
Six thousand years; but fought in Tain. She 

stood, 
Troubled on OTery side, but not distressed : 
Weeping, but yet despairing not ! cast down. 
But not destroyed : for she upon the pahns 
Of Qod was graTen, and precious in liis sight, 
As apple of his eye ; and like the bush 
On Midia's mountain seen, burned unconsnmed : 
But to the wilderness retiring, dwelt, 
Debased in sackcloth, and forlorn in tears. 

As yet, had sung the scarlet-coloured whore. 
Who on the breast of civil power reposed 
Her harlot head*— the Church a harlot then, 
When first she wedded civil power — and drunk 
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The blood of martyred saints; whose priests 

were lords ; 
Whose coffers held the gold of every land ; 
Who held a cup of all poHutions full ; 
Who with a double horn the people pushed'; 
And raised her forehead, full of blasphemy, 
Above the holy God, usurping oft 
Jehovah's incommunicable names. 
The nations had been dark ; the Jews had pined, 
Scattered withoift a name, beneath the curse ; 
War had abounded ; Satan raged unchained ; 
And earth had still been black with moral gloom. 
But now the cry of men oppressed, went up 
Before the Lord, and to remembrance came 
The tears of all his saints — their tears, and 

groans. 
Wise men had read the number of the name ; 
The prophet-years had rolled; the time, and 

times, 
And half a time, were now fulfilled complete ; 
The seven fierce vials of the wrath of God, 
Poured by seven angels strong, were shed abroad 
Upon the earth, and emptied to the dregs ; 
The prophecy for confirmation stood ; 
And all was ready for the sword of God. 

The righteous saw, and fied without delay 
Into the chambers of Omnipotence : 
The wicked mocked, and sought (or erring 
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To satisfy the dismal state of things— 
The public credit gone ; the fear in time 
Of peace ; the starving want in time of wealth ; 
The insurrection muttering in the streets; 
And pallid consternation spreading wide ; 
And leaguesi though holy termed, first ratified 
In hell, on purpose made to ander-prop 
Iniquity, and crush the sacred truth. > 

Meantime a mighty angel stood in heaven. 
And cried aloud— Associate now yourselves. 
Ye princes ! potentates ! and men of war ! 
And mitred heads ! associate now yourselves. 
And be dispersed : embattle, and be broken : 
Gird on your armour, and be dashed to dust : 
Take counsel, and it shall be brought (o nought : 
Speak, and it shall not stand .^ And suddenly 
The armies of the saints, imbannered, stood 
On Zion hill ; and with them angels stood, 
In squadron bright, and chariots of fire ; 
And with them stood the Lord, clad like a men 
Of war, tind, to the sound of thunder, led 
The battle on. flarth shook; the kingdonw 

shook; 
The Beast, the lying Seer, dominions, fell ; 
Thrones, tyrants fell, confounded in the dust. 
Scattered and driven before the breath of Grod, 
As chaff of summer threshing-floor before 
The wind. Three days the battle wasting slew. 
The sword was full, the arrow drunk with blood ; 
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And to the supper of Almighty God, 

Spread in Hamonah's vale, the fowls of heaTen, 

And every beast, invited, came— and fed 

On captains' flesh, and drank the blood of kings. 

And lo ! another angel stood in heaven. 
Crying aloud with mighty voice : Fallen, fisdlen, 
Is Babylon the Great — to rise no more ! 
Rejoice, ye prophets ! over her rejoice, 
Apostles ! holy men, all saints, rejoice ! 
And glory give to God, and to the Lamb.— 
And all the armies of cUsbordened earth, 
As voice of many waters, and as voice 
Of thunderings, and voice of multitudes, 
Answered, Amen. And every hill and rock, 
And sea, and every beast, answered, Amen. 
Europa answered, and the farthest bounds 
Of woody Chili, Asia's fertile coasts. 
And Airic's burning wastes, answered, Amso. 
And Heaven, rejoicing, answered back, Amen* 

Not 80 the wicked : they aftur were heard 
Lamenting ; kings who drank her cup of whore 

doms. 
Captains, and admirds, and mighty men, 
Who lived deliciously, and merchants, rick 
'With merchandise of gold, and wine, and oil ; 
And those who traded in the souls of men'— 
Known by their gaudy robes of priestly pomp ; 
All these afiu off stood,. crying, Alas ! 
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Alas ! and wept, and gTiaahed their teeth, and 

groaned : 
And with the owl, that on her ruins sat, 
llade dolorous (Concert in the ear of Night. 
And o^er her again the hearens rejoiced. 
And earth returned again the loud response. 

Thrice happy days ! diriee hiest the man who 

saw 
Their dawn ! the Church and State, Aat long had 

held 
Unholy intercourse, were now dirorced ; 
Princes were righteous men ; judges upright : 
And first in general now<— for in the worst 
Of iimes there were some honest seers^-^he priest 
Sought ether than the fleece among his flocks-^ 
fiest paid when God was honoured rnost^ And 

like 
A- eedar, nourished well, Jerusalem grew, 
And towered on high, and spread, and flourished 

fair; 
And underneath her boughs the nations lodged ; 
All nations lodged, and sung the song of peaoe» 
From the four winds, the Jews, eased of the curse, 
Returned, and dwelt with God in Jacob's land, 
And drank of Sharon and of Carmers vine. 
Satan was bound ; though bound, not banished 

quite ; 
But lurked about the timorous skirts of thingSt 
111 lodged, and thinking whiles to leave the eiurth ; 



TEE COUKSE OF TTXB. 173 

And with the wicked, for some wicked were. 
Held midnight meetings, as the saints were wont ; 
Fearful of day, who once was as the sun, 
And worshipped more. The bad, hot few, beoane 
A taunt, and hissing now, as heretofore 
The good; and, blushing, hasted out of sight. 
Disease was none : the voice of war, forgot: 
The 8word,v a share : a pruning-hook, the tpe«r« 
Men grew and multiplied upon the earth. 
And filled the city, and the waste : and Death 
Stood waiting for the lapse of tardy age. 
That mocked him long. Men grew and multiplied. 
But lacked not bread; for God hia promise 

brought 
To mind, and blessed the land with plenteons rain ; 
And made it blest, for dews, and precious things 
Of heaven, and. blessings of the deep beneath ; 
And blessings of the sun, and moon ; and fruita 
Of day and night ; and blessings of the tale ; 
And precious things of the eternal hills ; 
And all the fubees of perpetubl spring. 

The prison-house, where chained felons pined, 
Threw open his ponderous doors ; let in the light 
Of heaven ; and grew into a church,^ where God 
Was worshipped : none were ignorant ; selfish 

none: 
Love took the place of law ; wherever you met 
A man, you met a friend, sincere and true. 
Kind looks foretold as kind a heart within ; 
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Words 98 they sounded, meant ; and promises 
Were made to be performed. Thrice happy days * 
Philosophy was sanctified, and saw 
Perfection, which she thought a fable long. 
Revenge his dagger dropped, and kissed the hand 
Of Mercy : Anger cleared his cloudy brow, 
And sat with Peace : Envy grew red, and smiled 
On Worth : Pride stooped, and kissed Humility : 
Lust washed his miry hands, and, wedded, leaiMsd 
On chaste Desire : and Falsehood laid aside 
His many-folded cloak, and bowed to Truth : 
And Treachery up from his mining came. 
And walked above the ground with righteous 

Faith : 
And Covetousness unclenched his sinewy hand. 
And opened his door to Charity, the fair : 
Hatred was lost in Love : and Vanity, 
With a good conscience pleased, her feathers 

cropped : 
Sloth in the morning rose with Industry : 
To Wisdom, Folly turned : and Fashion turned 
Deception off, in act as good as word. 
The hand that held a whip was lifted up 
To bless ; slave was a word in ancient books 
Met only ; every man was free : and all 
Feared Ood, and served him day and night in lore. 

How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then! 
How gloriously from Zion Hill she looked ! 
Clothed with the sun; and in her train the moon ; 
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And on her head a coronet of stars ; 
And girding round her waist, with heavenly grace, 
The bow of Mercy bright ; and in her hand» 
Immanuers cross — ^her sceptre, and her hope. 

Desire of every land ! The nations came. 
And worshipped at her feet ; all nations came, 
Flocking like doves. CoIumba*e painted tribes, 
That from Magellan to the Frozen Bay, 
Beneath the Arctic dwelt, and drank the tides 
Of Amazona, prince of earthly streams ; 
Or slept at noon beneath the giant shade 
Of Andes* mount ; or roving northward, heard 
Niagara sing, from Erie*s billow down, 
To Frontenac, and hunted thence the fur 
^o Labrador. And Afric's dusky swarms, 
That from Morocco to Angola dwelt, 
And drank the Niger from his native wells. 
Or roused the lion in Numidia's groves ; 
The tribes that sat among the fiibled cliffii 
Of Atlas, looking to Atlanta's wave. 
With joy and melody arose and came ; 
Zara awoke, and came ; and Egypt came, 
Casting her idol gods into the Nile. 
Black Ethiopia, that shadowless, 
Beneath the Torrid burned, arose and came ; 
Dauma and Medra, and the pirate tribes 
Of Algeri, with incense came, and pure 
Offerings, annoying now the seas no more. 
Tlie silken tribes of Asia flocking came, 
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Innumerous; lahmaers wandering race, thai 

rode 
On camels o'er the spicy tract that lay 
From Persia, to the Red Sea coast : the king 
Of broad Cathay, with numbers infinite, 
Of many lettered casts ; and all the tribes 
That dwelt from Tigris to the Ganges' wave ; 
And worshipped fire, or Brahma, fabled god ! 
Cashmeres, Circassians, Banyans, tender race ! 
That swept the insect from their path, and lived 
On herbs and fruits; and those who peaceful 

dwelt 
Aslong the shady avenue that stretched 
From Agra to Lahore : and all the hosts 
That owned the Crescent late, deluded long. 
The Tartar hordes that roamed from Oby's 

bank, 
Ungoverned, southward to the wonderous Wall. 
The tribes of Europe came ; the Greek, redeemed 
From Turkish thrall; the Spaniard came, and 

Gaul, 
And Britain with her ships ; and on his sledge. 
The Laplander, that nightly watched the bear 
Circling the Pole ; and those who saw the flamei 
Of Hecla burn the drifted snow: the Russ, 
Long whiskered, and equestrian Pole ; and those 
Who drank the Rhine, or lost the evening son 
Behind the Alpine towers; and she that sat 
By Arno, classic stream ; Venice ; and Rome, 
Head quarters long of sin! first guileless now. 
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Afid OMitung M ske seemed, stretched forth her 

hands. 
And »U the i^es of ocean rose and came, 
Whether they heard the roU of banished tidest 
Antipodes ta Albion's wave ; or wntched 
The moon ascending chalky TeneriiTe, 
And with Atlanta holding nightly love. 
The 8tin, the Moon, the Constellations came : 
Thiiee twelve and ten that watched the Antaretie 

sleep; 
Twiee six that near the Eeiiptic dwelt ; thrice 

twelve 

And one, that with the Streamers daneed> and* 
saw 

The Hyperborean tee, guarding the Pole. 

The East, the We8t,.the South, and snowy North, 

Rejoicing met, and worshipped reverently 

Before the Lord, in Zion's holy hill ; 

And all the places round about were blest. 

The animals, as once in Eden, lived 

In peace : the wolf dwelt with the lamb ; the bear 

And leopard with the ox ; with looks of love, 

The tiger, and the scaly crocodile, 

Togther met, at Gambia's palmy wave : 

Perched on the eagle's wing, the bird of song. 

Singing, arose and visited the son ; 

And with the falcon sat the gentle lark. * 

The little child leaped from his mother's arms, 

And stroked the crested snake, and rolled unhurt 

12 
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Among his speckled waves — and wished him 

home : 
And saunteriag^ school-boys, slow returning, 

played 
At eve about the lion's den, and wove 
Into his shag|ry mane, fantastic flowers : 
To meet the husbandman, early abroad. 
Hasted the deer, and waved its woody bead t 
And round its dewy steps, the hare, unscared, 
Sported, and toyed familiar with his dog: 
The flocks and herds, o'er hill and valley spread. 
Exulting, cropped the ever-budding herb : 
The desert blossomed, and the barren sung : 
Justice and Mercy, Holiness and Love, 
Among the people walked : Messiah reigned: 
And Earth kept Jubilee a thousand years. 
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BOOK YL 
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ANALYSIS. 



The Bard commences to sing of the final destruc- 
tion of the earth. But checking himself, he 
sings of the time which followed the millenniai 
rest. 

Impiety and ungodliness abounded. Actiye am^ 
bition, and indolent sloth regained a general 
ascendency, and sin in every form, as had ex- 
isted before the millennium, was renewed, and 
new forms were inyented. The universal con- 
tempt of God was wholly wilful, for the bge 
was polished and enlightened. 

Wondroud sights and strange forbodings gare 
preeege of the earth's approaching dissolution. 
'*Perpiezed, but not reformed," the race of 
inen inquired the explanation of the prodigies ; 
all warnings were soon forgotten, men con- 
tinued following their guilty pleasures, and the 
earth $lled up the measure of her wickedness. 

A pause in the narrative ; as the numerous hosts 
of heaven look towards the unveiled Godhead, 
and jdn in the evening hymn of praise. The 
prophet Isaiah takes the harp, and before the 
throne, sings the holy song. At its close, thou* 
sands of thousands, infinite, devoutly respond, 
Amen. 
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BOOK VI. 



Resum£ thy tone of woq, immortal harp ! 
The song of mirth is past ; the Jubilee 
Is elided ; and the sun begins to fade. 
Soon past : for Happiness counts not the houn; t 
To her a thousaild years seem as a day : 
A day a thousand years to misery. 
Satan is loose, and Violence is heard, 
And Riot in the street, and Revelry 
Intoxicate, and Murder and Revenge. 
Put on your armour now, ye righteous ! put* 
The helmet of salvation on, and gird 
Your loins about with truth ; add righteousDeas, 
And add the shield of faith ; and take the sword 
Of God : . awake ! and ^atch : the day is near : 
Great day of God Almighty, and the Lamb. 
The liarvest of the earth is fully ripe : 
Vengeance begins to tread the great wine^presf' 
Of fierceness and of wrath ; and Mercy pleads, 
Mercy that pleaded long — she pleads no more. 
Whence comes that darkness? whence those 

yells of woe f 
What thunderings are these, that shake the world f 
Why fall the lamps from heaven as blasted figs t 
Why tremble righteous merl f why angels pale f 
Why is all fear ? what has become of hope ? 
God comes ! God in his car of vengeance comes ! 
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Hark \ louder on the blast, come hollow shrieks 

Of dissolution ; in the fitful scowl 

Of night, near and more near, angels of death 

Incessant flap their deadly wings, and roar 

Through all the fevered air ; the mountains rock i 

The moon is sick ; and all the stars of heaven 

Bum feebly ; oft and sudden gleams the fire, 

Revealing awfully the brow of wrath. 

The Thunder, long and loud, utters his voice, 

Responsive to the ocean's troubled growl. 

Night comes, last night ; the long dark, dark, 

dark night, 
That has no morn beyond it, and no star. 
No eye of man hath seen a night like this ! 
Heaven's trampled justice girds itself for fight : 
Earth to thy knees, and cry for mercy ! cry 
With earnest heart ; for thou art growing old 
And hoary, unrepented, unforgiven : 
And all thy glory mourns : thy vintage mourns ; 
Bashan and Carmel! mourn and weep: and 

mourn , 
Thou Lebanon ! with all thy cedars mourn. 
Sun I glorying in thy strength from age to age, 
So long observant of thy hour, put on 
Thy weeds of woe, and tell the moon to weep ; 
Utter thy grief at mid-day, morn, and even; 
Tell all the nations, tell the clouds that sit 
About the portals of the east and west, 
And wanton with thy golden locks, to wait 
Thee not to-morrow ; for no morrow comes ; 
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Tell men and women, tell the new-bqrn child, 
And every eye that sees, to come, and see 
Thee set behind Eternity ; for thou 
Shalt go to bed to-night, and ne*er awake. 
Star»! walking on the pavement of the sky; 
Out eentinelt of heaven ! watching the earth, 
Cease dancing now: your lamps are growing 

dim; 
Your graves are dug among the dismal clouds ; 
And angels are assembling round your bier. 
Orion ! mourn : and Mazzaroth : and thou, 
Arctums ! mourn, with all thy northern sons. 
Daughters of Pleiades ! that nightly shed 
Sweet influence : and thou, fairest of the stars ! 
Eye of the morning, weep-— and weep at eve ; 
Weep setting, now to rise no more, ** and flame 
On forehead of the dawn" — as sung the bard : 
Great bard ! who used on Earth a seraph's lyre, 
Whoee numbers wandered through eternity. 
And gave sweet foretaste of the heavenly harps. 
Minstrel of sorrow I . native of the dark ! 
Shrub-loving Philomel ! that wooed the dews 
At midnight from their starry beds, and, charmed> 
Held them around thy song till dawn awoke— 
^fid bird ! pour through the gloom thy weeping 

song : 
Pour all thy dying melody of grief, 
And with the turtle spread the wave of woe- 
Spare (lot thy reed, for thou shalt sing no more. 
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t 

Ye holy bards ! if yet a holy bard 
Remain, what chord shall serve yoa now f what 

harp! 
What harp shall sing the dying sun asleep. 
And mourn behind the funeral of the moon! 
What harp of boundless, deep, exhaustiess woe, 
fi^hall utter forth the groanings of the damned ; 
And sing the obsequies of wicked souls ; 
And wail theb plunge in the etemai fire ! 
Hold, hold your hands; hold angels; God la* 

mente, 
And draws a cloud of mourning round Ms throne ; 
The Organ of eternity is mute; 
And there is silence in the heaven of heavens ! 
Daughters of beauty ! choice of beings made ! 
Mudh praised, much blamed, much loved; but 

fairer fer 
Than aught beheld ; than aught imagined elw 
Faurest ; and dearer then alt else most dear ; 
Light of the darksome wilderness ! to Tima 
As stars to night — ^whose eyes were spells that 

held 
The passenger forgetful of his way ; 
Whose steps were majesty ; whose words were 

Bong; ♦ 

Whose smiles were hope ; whose acd<m8, perfect 

grace; 
Whose love the solace, glory« and delight 
Of man, his boast, his riches, his renown t 
When found, sufficient bliss ; when lost, despair : 
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Stars of creation ! images of love ! 
Break up the fountains of your tears ; your team 
More eloquent than learned tongue, or lyre 
Of purest note ; your sunny raiment stain ; 
Put dust upon your heads ; lament and weep ; 
And utter all your minstrelsy of woe. 

Go to, ye wicked, weep and howl ; for all 
That God hath written against you is at hand. 
The ery of violence hath reached his ear ; 
Hell is prepared ; and Justice whets his sword. 
Weep all of every name : begin the woe, 
Ye woods, and tell it to the doleful winds; 
And doleful winds, wail to the howling hills ; 
And howling hillsr, mourn to the dismal vales ; 
And diimal vales, sigh to the sorrowing brodkf ; 
And sorrowing brooks, weep to the weeping 

stream ; 
And weeping strearai awake the groaning deep ; 
And let the instrument take up the song, 
Responsive to the vmoe — ^harmonious woe ! 
Ye heavens, great archway of the universe ! 
Put sackciloth on ; and Ocean clothe thyself 
In garb of widowhood, and gather all 
Thy wares into a groan, and utter it*— 
Long, loud, deep, piercing, dolorous, imin«Bie ; 
The occasion asks it ; Nature dies ; and God, 
And angels, come to lay her in the grave ! 

But w« have overleaped our theme : behind* 



1S6 THE GOURSB OF TIME. 

A little season waits a verse or two : 

The years that followed the millennial rest. 

Bad years they were ; and first, as signal sure. 

That at the core religion was diseased, 

The sons of liovi strove again for place, 

And eminence, and names of swelling pomp ; 

Setting their feet upon the people's neck, 

And slumbenng in the lap of civil power ; 

Of. civil power again tyrannical. 

And second sign, sure sign, whenever seen, 

That holiness was dying in a land, ■ 

The Sabbath was profaned, andset at nought : 

The honest seer, who spoke the truth of God 

Plainly, was left with empty walls ; and round 

The frothy orator, who busked his tales 

In quackish pomp of noisy words, the ear 

Tickling, but leaving etUl tb^ heart unprobed, 

The judgment uninformed, — numbers immense 

Flocked, gaping wide, with passions high in- 

flamed ; 
And on the way returning, heated, home. 
Of eloquence, and not of truth, conversed — 
Mean eloquence that wanted sacred truth. 

Two principles from the beginning strove 
In human natur9> still dividing man- 
Sloth and activity, the lust of praise, 
And indolence, that rather wished to sleep. 
And not unfrequently in the same mind, 
They dubious contest held ; one gaining now, 
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And now the other crowned, and both again 
Keepii^ the field, with equal combat fought. 
Mack different was their voice : Ambition oalled 
To action ; Sloth invited to repose. 
Ambition early rose, and, being up, 
•Toiled ardently, and late retired to rest ; 
Sloth lay till mid-day, turning on his couch, 
Like ponderous door upon its weary hinge, 
And having rolled him out with much ado, 
And many a dismal sigh, and vain attempt* 
He sauntered out accoutred carelessly-^ 
With balf-opedr misty, unobservant eye, 
Somniferons, that weighed the object down 
On which its burden fell — an hour or two. 
Then with a ^roan retired to rest again. 
The one, whatever deed had been achieved. 
Thought it too Uttle, and too small the praise : 
The other tried to think— for thinking so 
-Answered his purpose best — that what of great 
Mankind could do, had been already done ; 
And therefore kid him calmly down to sleep. 

Different in mode— destructive both alike ; 
Destructive always indolence ; and love 
Of feme destructive always too, if less 
Than praise of God it sought — content with less ; 
Even then not current, if it sought his praise 
^rom other motive than resistless love : 
Though base, main-spring of action in the world ; 
And under name of vanity and pride 
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Was greatly practised on by canning meiL 

It opened the niggard's purse ; clothed nak«daeai; 

Gave beggars food ; and threw the Phariaee 

Upon his knees, and kept him long in act 

Of prayer ; it spread the lace upon the fop, 

His language trimmed, and planned his cuiiow 

gait; 
It stuck the feather on the gay coqnette, 
And on her finger laid the heavy load 
Of jewelry ; it did — what did it not? 
The gospel preached, the gospel paid, and tent 
The gospel ; conquered niLtions ; cities biiiU ; 
Measured the furrow of the field with nice 
Directed share; shaped balls, and cows, and 

rams: 
And threw the ponderous stone ; And pitiful, 
Indeed, and much against the grain, it dn(ggad 
The stagnant^ dull, predestinated fool. 
Through learning's halls, alid made him labour 

much 
Abortively ; though sometimes not unpniaed ' 
He left the sage's chair, and home returned, 
Making his simple mother think that she 
Had bomd a man. In schools, designed to root 
Sin up, and plant the seeds of holiness 
In youthful minds, it held a signal plaoe. 
The little infant man, by niiture proud. 
Was taught the Scriptures by the love <^pi 
And grew religious as he grew in fame. 
And thus the principle, which out of heaven' 
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The^evfl threw, and threw him down to hell. 

And keepe him there, was made an iiiatremeiit» 

To moralise, and sanctiiy mankind ; 

And in their hearts beget humility : 

With what auceeee it needa not now to sa/. 

Destructive both we said, activity, 
And sloth — ^behold the last exemplified. 
In hterary man. Not all at once. 
He yielded to the soothing voice of sleep ; 
But having seea » bough of laurel wave, 
He effort made to climb ; and friends, and evaii 
Himself, talked of his greatness, as at hand, 
Aad prophesying drew his future life. 
Vain prophecy ! his fancy, taught by sloth^ 
Saw in the very threshold of pursuit, 
A thousand obstacles ; he halted first. 
And while he halysd, saw his burning hopes. 
Grow dim and dimmer stiU: ambitbn's self, - 
The advocate of loudest tongue, decayed; 
His purposes, made daily, daily broken, 
like plant uprooted oft, and set again, 
Mere sickly grew, and daily wavered mores 
TUl at the last, decisioii, quite worn out. 
Decision, fulcrum of the mental powers, 
Resigned, the blasted soul to staggering chance ; 
Sleep gathered fast, and weighed him downward 

stm; 
His eye foil heavy from the mount of fame ; 
His yomig resolves to benefit the world, 
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Perahed, and were forgotten ; he shut hi»ear 
Against the painful news of ruing worth ; 
Anddrank with desperate thirst tho poppy's iaiee ; 
A deep and mortal slumber settled down ' 
Upon his weary faculties oppressed \ 
He rolled from side to side, and rolled again ; 
And snored, fuid groaned, and withered, and 

expired, 
And rotted on the spot, leaving no name. 

The hero best example gives of toil 
UnMnctified. One word his history writes t 
He was a murderer above the laws. 
And greatly piaised for doing murderous deeds : 
And now he grew, and reached his perfect 'growth. 
And also now the sluggard soundly slept, 
And by him lay the uninterred corpse. 

Of every order, sin and wickedness. 
Deliberate, cool, malioious villany. 
This age, attained maturity, unknown 
Before : and seemed in travail to bring Ibrth 
Some hist, enormous, monstrous deed of guilb^ 
Original, unprecedented guik. 
That might obliterate the memory 
Of what had hitherto been done most vile. 
Inhrentive men were paid, at public cost, 
To plan new modes of sin : the holy word 
Of God WBs burned, with acclamations loud ; 
New tortures were invented for the good: 
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For Btitt Bome good Femained, as whilei through 

sky ' 
Of thickest clouds, & wandering star appeared : 
New oaths of blasphemy were framed, and sworn : 
And men in reputation grew, as grew 
The stature of their crimes : Faith was not found ; 
Truth was not found ; truth always scarce ; so 

scarce 
That half the misery which groaned on earth, 
In ordinary times, was progeny 
Of disappointment daily coming forth 
From broken promises, that might haire ne*er 
Been made, or being made, might have been kept. 
Justice and mercy too were rare^ obscured 
In cottage garb : before the palace door» 
The beggar rotted, starving in his rags : 
And on the threshold of luxurious domes, 
The orphan child laid down his head, and died ; 
Nor unamusing was his piteous cry 
To women, who had iiow laid tenderness 
Aside, best pleased with sights of cruelty ; 
Flocking, when fouler ludts would give them timOf 
To horrid spectacles of blood ; where n^en, 
.Or guiltless beasts, that seemed to look to heaven» 
With eye imploring vengeance on the earth. 
Were tortured for the merriment of kings. 
The advocate for him who offered most 
Pleaded ; the seribe, according to the hire, 
Worded the lie, adding for every {riece, 
An oath of confirmation ; judges raised 
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One htnd to intimate the seo^nce, deftth, 

Impriaonment, or fine, or loss of goods, 

And in the ether held a lusty bribe, 

Which they had ta2sen to give the sentenee wrong ; 

So managing the seale of justice suU, 

That he waa wanting found who pocN'est aeeoied. 

But laymen, most renowned for devilish deeds. 
Laboured at distance still behind the priest : 
He shore his sheep, and having packed the wooU 
Sent them unguarded to the hill of wolves^ 
And to t(ie bowl deliberately sat down» 
And with his mistress mocked at eacred things. 
The theatre was>from the very first 
The favourite hamu of sin ; though honest men. 
Some very honest, wise, and worthy m^n. 
Maintained it might be turned to gpod account ; 
And mo perhaps it might ; but never was. 
From first to last it waa an evil place x 
And now such things weve acted there» as made 
The devils blush: and fi'om the neighbourhood,^ 
^j»ge\a and holy men, 'trembling, redred* 
And what with dreadful aggravation crowned 
This dreary time, was sin against the light ; 
All men knew God, and, knowing, disobeyed; 
And gloried to insuU him to his face. 

Another feature only wtfl^hall mark. — 
It was withal alughly polished age. 
And scrupiiknu ia ^remonious rite. 
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Whdn itranger stranger met ilpon the wtf , 
Fifst each to each bow«i moat respectfully, 
And large professioii made of humble aerrice, 
Anid then 4ie stronger toojt the ether's piuss.. 
And he that stabb^ed his neighbour to the hearty 
Stabbed him politely, and returned the blads 
Keeking into its sheaih, with graoeCui ai|r. 

Meantime the earth gave sy japtoms oC hsf end ; 
And all the ^eeneiy , aboy« piEoclaiAed, 
That the great last catastrophe was near. 
The sun at rising staggered and fell kmok. 
As one too early i^ afler a mght 
,Of late debauch ; then, ro^, and fihon^ HWt 
Brighter than wont; and sickened iigain, and 

paused 
In zenith ftititfiuie, as one &tigaed ; 

c And: ahed a fable twilight ray af xuMn, 
Rousing the wolf before his tin^, p9 chas« 
The shepherd and his ftheep, that sought finr lifih^^ 
And darkness found, astonished* terrified 3 
Then out of course loQed furious dowa the w<e9t« 
As chariot reined, by awkward charioteoTi 
And waiting at the gaie».he oil the earth ' 

Gazed, as he thought he ne*er might ssis't again. 

. The bow of nerey , hscMofoine so &ir. 
Ribbed with the natira hues of heavenly 1^911% 
Disastrous colours shdlred, unseen till now ; 
Changing upon the watery gulf, fi«m pala 
To fiery red, and back again to pale ; 

13 
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And o'er it hovered wingi of wrath. The mooSf 
Swaggered m mklfeit of heaven, grew black and 

dark^ 
Unclouded, nneellpeed. The stars fell down ; 
Tnmbiing from offtheir toweiv like drunken men ; 
Or seemed to fall — and glimmered naw ; and now 
Sprang ottt in sudden blsze ^ and dimmed again ; 
As lamp of foolish virgin lacking oil ; 
Thvheavenvthis moment looked serene ; the nsxt 
Glowed like to oven with God's displeasocs hot* 

Nor less below was intimation given 
Of some disaster great and ultimate. 
The tree that blodmed, or hung with clustering 

fruit, 
Untouched by visible calamity 
Of frost or tempest, died and came again; 
The flower, and herb, fell down as sick ; then rate 
And ftll again i the fowls of every hue* 

«6iewding together, sailed on weary wing, 
And hovering, oft they seemed about to light ; 

' Then soared, as if they thought the earth unsafe : 
The cattle looked with meaning iaee on mani 
Dogs howled, and seemed to see more than thair 

•' masters; 

And there were sights that none had seen hefote ; 
Arid hbUow, strange, unprecedented sounds ; 
And earnest whisperingmn along the hiUa 
At dead of night; «nd long, deep, endleSs sighs, 
Came from the.dveary vak ; and from the waste 
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Came horrid shrieks, and fierce unearthly groans. 
The wail of evil spirits, that now fett 
The hour of utter yengeance near at hand. 
The winds from every quarter blew at once, 
l^lth desperate violence, and, whirling, took 
The traveller up, and threw him down again > 
At distance from bis path, confounded, pale. 
And shapes, strange shapes ! in winding sheets 

were seen, 
Oliding through night, and singing funeral songSy 
'And imitating sud sepukkral rites : 
And voices talked among the clouds; and still 
The words that men could catch; were spoken of 

them, 
A^d seemed to be the words of wonder great, 
A'nd expectation 'of some vast event. 
Earth shook, and swam, and reeled, and opened 

her jaws, 
Bf eirtivqaaktt tossed, and tnihbled to and fro: 
And louder than the ear of man had heard, 
Thettinhd^ bellowed, and the ocean groaned. 

The race of men, perplexed, but not refbrmed» 
Flockiftgf together, stood in earnest crowds, 
4>o»rlBning of the awful state of things. 
Soihe curious explanstions gave, uhleamed ; 
'Some tried afTeotedly to laugh ; and some 
4teied stupidly I bat all-were sad, and pale i 
And wished the comment of the wise. Nor less 
These prodigies; oot^urnng nighi and day, 
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Perplexed philosophy : the magi tried- 
Magi, a name not seldom given to foole, 
In the vocabulary of earthly epeeehT— 
They tried to trace them still to secofid cause ; 
But scarcely satisfied themselves ; though rouBii 
Their deep decorations crowding came, 
And wondering at their wisdoD9» went away, 
-Much quieted* and very znuch deceived. 
The people, always glad to be deceived. 
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ed; 
And all in wonted orcter calm^ moved* 
The pulse of Nature regularly beat, 
AQd on her cheek the bieom of pcrto hsftl^ ' 
Again appeared. Deoeitfpl pulse! and. bloem- 
:l>eceitfa] I and deceitful calm ! The E»fth . 
Was old atid worn within ; but, like the van. 
Who tkoticed net km mid-day stveagth de«)iiM» ^ 
Sliding BO gently round ibe earvalnre . 
Qf li€», from yout)^ te age—ehe knefir it not- 
The calm was Uke the calm* which oft the man 
. I)yt9g, experienceiEi before his death } 
The bloom wea but a heettc ^^sk, befbra 
The eternal palenees : but ell tke^e wepe4«k<«iV 
By this last race of mea, for tokens of good s 
And blustering public Newe aloud pvo^aisMid-^ 
News always g;abbliag, em lb4y well kidb 

thought — 
Prosperity, «ad joy, and peace ; aad mocked 
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Thvmanwho, kneeling, prayed, and trembled 

still. 
And all in earnest to tbeir sins returned. 

It was not so in heaven^-the eldera round 
The -tlnxHie conversed about the state of man, 
Coogeeturing, for none of certain knew. 
That Time was at an end. They gaied intenad 
Upon t^ Diar« &ce, Which yondm- stands > . 
In gold, before the Son' of Righteousness, 
Jehovah ; and compntes times, seasons, yeaiis. 
And destinies; and slowly numhen o'er 
The mighty cycles of eternity ; 
By "CSed alone cbmpletely understbod ; 
But read by all, revealing much to all. 
And-ndw to saints of eldest skill, the ray, 
WMchoii the gnomon fell of time, seemed seat 
From level west, ^nd hasting quickly down. ' 
The holy Virtue, watching, saw besides, 
Great preparatioQ going on in heaveli, 
Betokening great event ; grteter than aught 
That firstcrealad sefaphim hfid seen. 
The faithful taamsengers, who have fbr wing 
Vhe hghtning, waifin|r day and night, on 6od« . 
Before his fiice— 'beyond their usual speed, 
OaipiBioA of telc4tial'lSgh!t,wetid ston, 
Coming -aiDd gbing, and their road was still 
From .heaven to earth, and baok again to heaven. 
Tin atigel of Mercy, bent before the Throne, 
By earnest pleading, seemed, to hold the hand 
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Of Vengeince back,. and win a inomsnt mpr9 
Of late repentance for some sinful world 
In jeopardy. And now the hill of God,. •* 

The mountain of his majesty, rolled flames 
O f fire ; now smiled ' with momentary love ; 
And now again with fiery fiereeneae bamed : 
And from behind the> darkness of his Throne, 
Through which created vision never saw, 
The living thunders, in their native eavea^- 
Muttered the terrors of Omnipotence, I 

And ready seemed, impatient to fulfil - - 
Some errand of externuhating wrath. 

Meanwhile the Earth ihoreased in wieksdilest* 
And hasted daily to fill up her cup. 
Satan raged loose ; Sin had her will ; and Death 
Bneugh t blood trode upon the heels of bl«od; 
Revenge, in desperate mood, at midnight met - 
Revenge ; war brayed to war; deceit deoeiVad 
Deceit; lie cheated lie ; and treachery ' 
Mined under treachery ; and perjury 
Swore back on petjury ; and blasphemy 
Arose with hideous hla^phemy ; and curse ■ 
Lottd answered curse ; and drunkard stumblinif 

fell 
0*er drunkard fallen ; and husband husband met 
Returning each from other's bed defiled ; 
Thief stole from thief; and robber on the way 
Knocked robber down ; and lewdness, violence. 
And hate, met lewdness, violence, aqd hate. ' 



TB£ CQVMSK OF TIMS. ,199 

Oh Earth ! thy hour waf come ; the laet elect 
Wm born ; complete the number of the good ; 
And the last sand fell from the glass of Time, 
The cup of guilt was full up to the brim; 
And Mercy, w^ary with beseeching, had 
Retired behind the aword of Justicet red 
With'ultimate and unrepenting wrath ; 
But man knew not : he o'er his bowl laughed loud ; 
And prophesying, said : To-morrow shall 
As this day be, and more abundant still— 
Aa thou ahalt hear. But hark ! > the tnuiipet 

sounds. 
And calls to evening song ; for, though with Iqroia 
J^tem^, course sucoeeding course, extol 
In presence of the jincarnate> holy Godi 
And oekbrate his never-ending praise,—* 
i>ttly at mpm, and night, the multitudes 
Of men redeemed, and angels, all the hosts 
,0f glory, join in universal song ; 
And pour caiestii^l harmony, from harpa 
Above all number, eloquent and sw^et . t 

Above all thought of melody conceived. 
And now behold the fair inha^itanta, 
Delightful sight ! from numerous business tum,> 
And round 94id roimd through all the ex.teat of 

bliss. 
Towards the temple. of Jehovah bow. 
And worship reverently before his face 1. 

Pursuits are variquA here, auitijiiig all t^tes: > 
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Thotq^'boly all, and gloftfyiRg God. . 
ObMrve yon band pursue the syhun stream ! 
Mounting among the oliflfa'-^hey pall the iower, 
Springing as soon as pulled ; and manretting, pry 
Into its veins, and circulating blood, 
And wondrous mimicry of higher life ; 
Admire its colours, fragrance, gentle shape ( 
And thence admire the God who made it so-* 
So simple, complex, and so beaatifal. 

- Behold yon other band, in uiry robes 
Of bliss — they weave the sacred bower of rose 
And myrtle shade, and shadowy verdant bay, 
And laurel ti^wering h%fa ; and round their aoii^ 
The pink and lily bring, and amaranth ; 
Narcissas sweety And jessamine ; and bring 
The clustering vine, stboping with Howtr *n4 

fruit; 
The peach and orange, end fhe sparkling strsatti, 
Warbling with nectar to'th^ lips unasked; 
And talk the wMle of everlasting love. 

On yonder hill, behold another band, 
Of piiercing," steady, intellectual eye. 
And spacious fvrehead, of sublimest thought— 
They reason deep of present, future, past ; 
And trace effect to cause ; and meditate 
On the eternal laws of Grod, which bind 
Circumference to centre ; and survey 
Mridi optic tubes, that fetch remeteit stars 
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Kaar them, the systems dreliiig rodad itomeiite, 
Innamisnidai. See how— «• he, the sige, 
imMng'the moet renowned hi <ieye of Time, 
ReBownid for lirge, capeeioile, holy eoul— 
Demonetrates, efearly^ motion, gravity, 
Attraction^ alut repokione, still opposed; 
Aqd 4hps itito the deep, original, 
Unknown, myaterioas elemems of things— 
Seeimw tibe fhce of every auditor 
Ezpanda^ in^th admiration of the skill; 
OnmipoiettQa» and bottndless love of God ! 

These odmr, sitting near tho^ee of Hie, 
In robes of linen flowing white and olean, 
Of hoUbstaspeot, of divinest soul, 
Angels and ttiei^«^to the glory look ' 

Of the Redeeming Lover, and tarn die leaves 
Of nuut's redemption o*er; tho secret leaves, 
Which none on earth were found worthy to open t 
And as they readf the mysteries divine, v 
The endioM mysteries of SaWa^on wrought 
Bop' Ctod-s inearMrte Son» they hambler bow 
Before the Lambr'wid' glow With warmer love. 
These ^ttherl, there relaxed beneath the ehade 
Of yon embowering palms, whh friendship smile^ 
And talk of ancient dkye, and y oang pnrsnita. 
Of dangers post, of godly triumphs won ; 
And sing the legends of their native land— - 
Less pleasing fu thaathis thdir Father's hoose. 
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. Behind that Other bahiJriMitf lifted Up 

Between the hill and dale, redtaed beBeaUi 

The ahado w of impending rookft; 'mong 

A.nd thundering waterfaUa, and waving bougbty '■ 

That band of oountenanoe soblime moA vmmt^ 

Whose eye with piercing intallectiial.rafv ^ 

Now beams severe, or now btfwUidared ieamti . 

Left rolling wild, or fixed in idle gax0» . 

While Fancy, and the senl.are far from hoanie'*^ 

Uhese hold the pencii*-art diTine ! and throw . 

Before the eye rememberedaeonei o£4oVe: 

Each picturing to each the hills, and skies. 

And treaaured stories of the world ha iaft i 

Or, gazing on the scenery of heaves, ^ 

They dip their hand in oo]oar*s natinre wall. 

And, on the ererlaatiiig oanvaas, 'dash . 

Figures of glory, imagery divine. 

With grace and graodeur in per£iction knit. • ' 

Bat whatsoe'ai; these apirital>lsst panae, 
Where'er they go, wbatevef aighta they ioa 
Of glc^ry and bliss through ait the tracts of baaYen», 
The centre still, the figure eminetiti 
Whitfaer they ever turn, oa whom aU eyas 
Eepose with infinite delight-— ia Grod« 
And his inearpate 8on, the Lamb, ones alain 
On Calvahry, to ransom miaed men. 

None idle here : look where thou wilt^ tfaa y all 
Are active, all engaged in meet pursuit ; 
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Not happy else. Henee i& it that the mmg 
Of heaven ;i^ ever new ; for dm\y thus. 
And nightly, new discoiFenea are made, 
Of God' unbounded wisdom, power, and love, 
Which give the understanding larger room. 
And swell the hymn with erer-growiog pfaiee* 

Behold they cease ! an4 every face to God 
Turns ; and we pause, from high poetio themey 
Not worthy least of being snag in heaven> 
Anid on unveiled' Godhead look from this, 
Our oft frequented hill.-— He takes the harp. 
Nor needs to seek befitting phrase ; nnsoughti > 
Nvmbers hat monioua roll along the lyre ; . 
As river in its native bed, they flow 
Spontaneous, flowing with the tide of thought. 
He takes the harp — a bard of Judah leads 
This night .the boundless tong : the bard th«t 

ofaoe« 
When israePs king was sad and sick \o deaths 
A message brought of fifteen added years. 
Before the throne he stands sublime, in robee 
Of glory : aiid now his fingerd wake the -chcMrds ' 
To prbiie-, which we, and all in heaven repeat* 

* 

Harps of eternity ! begin the song, 
Redeemed, and angel harps ! begin to God, 
Begin the anthem ever sweet and new, 
While I extd Him holy, just, and good. 
Life, beauty, light, intelligence, and love f 
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Eternal, tmarMted, infinite! 
Unsearchable Jehovah ! God of trath ! 
Maker, uphoMer, goveTkior of ail ; 
Thyself unntftde, ungoverned, unupheld. 
Omnipotent, cufeharigeable, Greet God ! 
ExteoKieM filMsel- giving ttnlitipaiyed ! 
Bounding immensttf, unspread, unbound ! 
Highest and beat ! beginning, middle, end. 
AU-seeirtg Eye ! «H*8eek>g, and unMen ! 
Hearing, tmheard ! all knowing, and ankiMfMrti ! 
Above alt praise ! above ail height of tbooght ! 
Proprietor of immortality ! 
Glolyineffiible! Btiaa underived ! 
Of old (hou "biiik'tt thy thTOAe on righteonaiiMi, 
Before the morning Stfera their eong began, 
Or alienee heard the Voice of pnfse. Thou laid'et 
Eternity's foundation iftone, end wW*ec 
Life and-ezisteiiee o«t of Thee begin. 
Mysterious more, the more displayed, where etill 
Upon thy glorious Throne thou eitt'st mlotie ; 
Hast aat alone ; and ehalt for eiver sit 
Aloiie ; hrrisible, immdrral One ! 
Behhid eseetotial brightness vnbeheld. 
Incomprehensible ! what weight ehalt weigh. 
What measure measure Thee f what know we 

more 
Of Thee, what need to know, than Thou hatt 

taught. 
And bidd'at us stilt repeat, at mom and even— 
God! etiertaaliiig Father ! holy One! 
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Our G^hI, our Father, our Etensa! All. 
Soaves whenoe we came t and whither we return ; 
,Whe made oar apurite, who our bodiBs made ; 
Who made the heaven, who made the flowerf 

iaad; 
Who made all made ; who ordera, gDveiaa aU( 
.Who walka ufMNi the wmd ; who holda the waf e 
In hoUow of thf hand ; whom thunders waic; 
Whom tempeata aerre ; whom flaming fireaobey't 
Who guideaihe circuk of the endleiB yeara; 
,Aodaitt*at on high, and mak'at oraation'a top 
Thy foMitetool: aod behold' at below Thee, allr* 
All imught, ali lam than nought, and uranity. 
Like pranaieat doft tha4 hovera on fbe scale, 
Ten thousand worlda are acalteied in thy breath. 
Thou sitt'm on high, and meaam'at deatmies, • 
And dar*> »Bd raomha, aad wide.revolviag yeai»t 
And dost ftoeeidhig to thy holy will ; 
And none can stay thy hand; and none withhold 
Thy glor> ; for in judgment, Thmi, ea well 
As memy, ut exaked day and night; 
Past, present, futmm, magnify thy name. 
Thy wmrki aU pmise Thee : ail thf angela pmiae : 
Thy saints adore^ and on thy akara hum 
The fingrant incenae of perpetual Imr^^ 
..'Ebi^. praise Tbse now;: their hearta, their voieea 



And swell the rapture o^the glorioua song« 
Harp ! hfi thy voice on high-«^botit,angela shoiii ! 
And loudaat ye redeemed i gldiy la .Giid, 



'206 fBB COUKSX OF TIHS. 

And to the Lamb, who bought us with his blood 
From every kiDdred, nation, people, tongue ; 
And washed, and sanctified, and saved oar souls ; 
And gave us robes of iinen pure, and crowns 
Of life, and made us kings and priests to God. 
Shout back to ancient l^ime ! Sing loud, aad wave 
Your palms of triumph ! sing,* Where is thf sting, 
O Death t where is thy victory, O grave t 
:Thaaks be to God, etsrnal thanks, who gsEve 
Us victory through Jesas Christ our Lord. 
Harp, Hft thy v<nce on high ! shout, angels afaoiit» 
And loudest ye redeemed ! glory to God, 
And to the Lainb — ^all glory and all praise ; 
All glory and all praise, at mom and even, 
That come and go eternally ; and find 
Us happy still, and Thee for ever blest. 
Gbry to God, and to the Lamb. Amen. 
For ever, and for evermore. Amen. 

And those who stood upon the sea.of glass; 
And those who stood upon the battlements, 
And lofty towers of New Jerusalem ; 
And those who circling stood, bowing a&r ;y 
Exalted on the everlasting hills. 
Thousands of thousands—ihousands infinite--* ' 
i IVith voice of boundless love, answered : AiMII. 
And through eternity, near, and remote. 
The worlds adoring, echoed back : Amen. 
And God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-^ 
The One Eternal ! smiled superior bliss. 
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And every eye, and every face in heaven, 
Reflecting, and reflected, beamed with love. 

Nor did he not — the Virtue new arrived, 
From Godhead gain an individual smile, 
Of high acceptance, ahd of welcome high, 
And confirmation evermore in good. 
Meantime the landscape glowed with holy joy. 
Zephyr, with wing dipt from the well of life, 
Spordng through Paradise, shed living dews : 
The flowers, the spicy shrubs, the lawns re* 

freshed, 
Breathed their selectest balm ; breathed odours, 

such 
As angels love : and all the trees of heaven. 
The cedar, pine, and everlasting oak, 
Rejoicing on the mountains, clapped their hands. 
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ANALYSIS. 



Arm the Hymn, the relation is reeamed. The 
timnsformation of the living, the resurrection of 
the dead, and the destruction of the Earth. 

On the mom of the final day all the appearances 
of nature were as usual, at mid-day universal 
darkness pTeTfliled, and ail action, all motion 
ceased : and an angel firom heaven proclaimed, 
"Time should be no^mott/f And another 
Angel sounded the Trump of God, when the 
dead awoke, and the living were changed. 

A description of the circumstances connected with 
the momentous scene ; the living were changed 
in the midst of their ^Veral numerous avoca- 
tions; in labour, study, pleasure, or crimes. 
The dead of every age an4 place raised to life ; 
in the cultivated field, in the wilderness, in popu- 
lous cities, in the midst of ancient ruins, and 
from the great ocean. 
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As one who meditfttes at eyening tide, 
Wtndpring aldne by voieeiieib soliludes^ 
And flies in Atncy, far hftycod the boanda , 
Of visible and vulgar thinga, and things 
Duleovered Uthei^, pnnding traMs 
As yet uiitravaUed^aiid nnkniawD, through vast ^ 
Of new and sweet imaginings ; if chance 
Some airy haigp, wiriLed'by the gentle Sprites ^ 
0£ twilight, or tight touch of sylvazi maid, 
In soft sacoBssion fall upon his ear, 
And |iU the desert with Its heaveTily tones, 
He Ustens intense, and pleased exceedingly, 
And wishes' it may never stdp ; ' yet when ' * 
It stops, grieves not ; but to his fbrmer thonghto 
With fondest haste retui^ist so did the Seer, 
So did his aniheiice, after wonhip past; 
And praise in heavea, retom to* liiig, to heMr 
Of man ; not worthy less the sacred Ijrre, 
Or the attentive ear t and thus the bard. 
Not unbesMight,' again resumed his song. 

In eostoroed glory bright, that mom the sun 
Rose, viiiting the earth with light, and heat, 
And joy ; and seemed as full of youth, and strong 
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To mount the steep of heaven, as when the Stars 
Of morning sung to his first dawn, and night 
Fled from his face : the spacious sky received 
Him, blushing as a b^ide, when on her looked 
The bridegroom : and, spread out beneath his eye, 
Earth smiled. Up to his warm embrace the 

dews. 
That all night long bad wept his absence, Hew : 
The herbs and flowers, their frftgraiit stores un* 

locked. 
And gave the wanton breeze, that, newly woke, 
RenreUed in sw«»t8, and fi»m its wings shook 

hsaltli; 
A thousand grateful smells t the joyous woods 
Dried in bis beams their locks, wet with the drops 
Of night : and all the sons of music sung 
Their ^atin song; from arboured bower, tlid 

, thrush 
Concertingwith the lark that hynmed on hight - 
Qn the green hill the flocks, and in the vale 
The herbs rejoiced : and, light of heart, the faiiKt 
Eyed amo^ualy the milk-maid as she pasMd, 
Not hsedlASs, though she looked another way. 

No sign was there of c^nnge : all nature moved 
In wonted harmony : men as they met 
In morning salutation, praised the day, 
An4 talked .of common things : the husbandman 
PrepiMred the 0Qil» and silver tongaed Hope 



Promised'snotfaer harvest : in the stroetSt 
Each wishing to make profit of his neighbour, 
Merchailts, assembling, spoke of trying times, 
Of bankruptcies, and markets glutted full ; 
Or crowding to the beach, where, to their ear, 
The oath of foreign accent, and the noise , 
Uncouth of trade's rough sons, mad^ music sweet, 
Elate with certain gaki, beheld the bark, 
Expected long, enriched with other cUmea, 
Into the harbour safely /Steer ; or saw, . 
Parting with many a weeping iareweU sad* < 
And blessing uttered rude, s^d saored pledge » \ 
The rich laden canra<rk, bouqd to distant shpre; 
And hopefully talked of her coming, back 
With richer freight : or sitting at (he desk. 
In oalculatiaii deep and intricate, 
Of loss and profit balancing, relieved - 
At intervals the irksome task, with thoikght 
Of future ease, retired in villa snug. 

With subtle look, amid his perchments sat 
The lawyer, weaving his eopfaistries for court 
To meet at mid*day. On his ^eary eouch 
Fat luxury, sick of the night's debauch, 
Lay groaning, fhrtful alt the c^bstrusive beam, 
That through his lattice peeped derisively : 
The restless miser had begun again 
To count his heaps : before her toilet stood 
The fair, and, as with guileful skill she decked 
Her loveliness, thought of the coming ball, 
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New lovers, or the sweeter ii«ptial night. 
And evil meh, of desp^ttle lawlesb life* 
By oftth of deep damnation leagued to ill 
Remorselessly, fled irotn the face of day, 
Against the innocent their counsel held, 
Plotting unpardonable deeds of blood, 
ABd'yillanies^ fearful m«gnitad«s 
DespotS) secnred behind a thousand bolts, 
The workmanship of fear, forged chains for man : 
Senates were meeting : statesmen loudly talked ' 
Of nadonal rosources, war icnd peace ; 
And sagely balanced empires soon to end : 
And laction*s jaded minions-, by the page 
Paid for nbuse, and oft-repeated lies, 
In daily prbts, the thoroughfare of news^ 
For party schemes msde interest, nnd^r cloak 
Of liberty, said right, and public wtsnl : 
In hdly conclaTe^ bishdps Bpok» of tithes, 
And of the a^ui wiekedness of men: 
Intoxicate with sceptres, diadems, 
And universal mie, and panting hard 
For famd, heroes were leading on the brave 
To battle ; men, in science deeply read,- 
And academic theory^ foretold 
Improvements vast : and learned sceptics proved 
That earth should with eternity endure ; 
Concluding madly that there was no God. 

' No sign of change appeared ; to every man 
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That day deemed as the pasc.^ F^oitt itbotiday 

•pAth 
The ffvui looked gloriously on earth, and all 
Her scenes of giddy folly smiled secure. 
When suddenly, alas, fair £!Arth ! the sun 
Was wrapt in darkness, and his beams retunle^- 
Up to the throne of God ; and over ell 
The -earth came night, moonless and starlesb 

night. 
Nature stood still ; the seas and rivers stood; 
^itdlill the winds; and every Kving thing. 
The cataract, that like a giant wroth, 
Rushed down impetuously, as seized, at once, 
By sudden frost with all his hoary locks, 
Stood still : and beasts of every Idnd stood stU! ; 
A deep and dreiidful silence' reigned alone ! 
H(ipe'died in every breast; and on all men 
.Can^e fear and treipblihg : none to bis neigihbour 

spoke 
Husband thought not of lyife ; nor of her child 
The mother ; nor friend of friend ; nor foe of foe. 
'fh hdrrible suspense all mortals stood i 
And as they stood, and Ibtened, chariots were 

heard 
Rolling in heavien : revealed in flamhig fire. 
The angel of God appeared in stature vast, 
Blazing, and, lifting up his hand on high, 
By Him that lives for ever, swore, that TinW 
Shoi^ldbe no more.— Throughout, creation heard 
And sighed ; all riven, lakes, andseaS) and woods, 
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Degpoading waste, and cultivated vale ; 
Wild cave, and ancient hill, and every rock 
Sighed : earth, arrested in her wontod path, 
As ox struck hy the lifted aze, when nought 
Was feared, i^all her entrails deeply groaned. 
A universal crash was heard, as if 
The ribs of nature broke, and ail her dark 
Poundations failed : and deadly paleness sat 
On every face of man, and every heart , 
Grew «1U11, and every knee his fellow smote. 
None spoke, none atirred» none wept ; for horror 

held 
All motionless, and fettered every tongue. 
Again, o'er all the tiations silence fell : 
And^ in the heavens, robed in excessive light, 
I'hat drove the/ thick of darkness far aside, y 
And walked with penetration keen through all 
The abodes of men, another angel stood, 
And blew the trump of God. — Awake, ye dead ! 
Be changed, ye living ! and put on the garb 
Of immortality ! Awake! arise! 
The God of judgment comes. This said the voicet : 
And Silence, from eternity that ^lept 
Beyond the sphere of the creating Word, 
And all the noise of Time, awakened, heard* , 
Heaven heard, and earth, and farthest hell thro* all 
Her regions of despair : the ear of Death 
|Ieard, and the sleep that for so long a night 
Pressed on his leaden eyelids, fled : and all 
The dead awoke* and all the living changed. 
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Ofd men, that on their staff, bending iiad iMMdt 
Crazy and frail ; or sat, benumbed with age, 
In weary Ustlessness, ripe for the grave, ' * 
Felt through theu* sluggish Veins, and withered 
limbs, • 

New vigour flow : the wrinkled ftce grew ■mooth'; 
Upon the head, that time had ratored bare. 
Rose bu9hy locks ; and as his son, in prime 
Of strength and youth, the aged father stood. 
Changing herself, the mother saw her eon 
Grow up, and suddenly put on the form 
6f maiihood : and the Wretch, that begging Ml ' 
Limbless, deformed, at comer of the way, 
Unmindful of his crutch, hi joint and limb 
Arose, complete : and he that on the bed 
tyt morttil sickness, worn with sore distreto. 
Lay breathing forth his soul to death, leh now 
pPhe.tide of life and vigour rushing back ; 
And looking up beheld his weeping wife. 
And daughter fond, that o*er him, beiiifing^ 

' stooped 
To close bis eyes : the frantic madman too. 
In whose confused brain, reason had loiit 
Her way, long driven at random to and fro, 
(jrrew sober, and his manAcletf fell off^ 
The newly sheeted corpse arose, and stared 
On those who dressed it : and the coffined dead, 
That men were bearing to th<$ tomb, awoke. 
And mingled with their friends : and armies, which 
The trump surprised, met in the furious shock 
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0f bftttl6,.saw the bleeding mnkst new fa^eIl^ 
Rise, up at once, and to liieir g^stly cheeke 
Return the stream of Ufe. in healthy flow^, 
Aad. \m ithe apatojtn^t, with all his band 
Of rude disciples, o*er the subject hung, 
jAjvd impoUtely hewed hie way through boaes 
* And miMQlee of ihe sacred human form, , 
Exposing barbarously to .wanton gaze. 
The jnysteries of nature— joint embraced 
His kindred j(Hni, the wounded flesh grew up. 
And suddenly 4)ie injured man awoke, 
Am^ng their hi^nds, and #too4 errayed complel^ 
In immortality— foi^vipg scarce 
The insuU oiT^red to his play in death< 

, ThM W48 tl^e hpur, long wished fpr by th^ 

- geod,. 
Of universal Jubile^ to all ^ 
The sons of bondage ; from thi^ oppressor's hfin4 
Thi^aeourge of v^ljsnce fellj and from hisbaclc^ 
Healed of its stripes, the burden of ithe. slave. 

■■ ■ ; . . ■ »' 

The youth of great religioup noul— whp sa« 
Retired in ToIuntaj;y Ipne^jiieas, 
In reverie e^^travagant now wrapt, 
Or ponring new on book of ancient d«|e, 
With illial awe ; and dipping oft his. pen 
To write immortal things ; to pleasure dea( 
Andjoys of common meq ; working his way 
Wjxh mighty energy, not uninspired, . 
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Through all the mines of thought ; recklesfei of 

pain, 
And weariness, and wasted health ; the scoff 
Of pride, or growl of Envy's hellish brood ; 
While Fancy, voyaged far beyond the bounds 
Of years revealed, heard many a future age, 
With commendation loud, repeat his name — 
False prophetess ! the day of change waa cora^^ 
Behind the shadow of eternity, 
Ht saiw his visions set of earthly fame; 
For ever set r nor sighed, while through his i^iu 
In lighter current ran immortal life ; 
His form renewed to undecajrin^ heidth ; 
To aiidecaying health his soul, er^While 
Not tuned amiss to God's 'eternal praise* 

All men in field and city ; by the way ; 
On land or sea ; lolling in gorgeous hall, 
Or plying at the oar ; crawling in rags 
Obscure, or dazzling in embroidered gold 7 
Alone, in companies, at honie, abroad ; 
In wanton merriment surprised and tak«n $ 
Or kneeling reverently in act of prayelr ; 
Or cursing recklessly, or uttering lies ; 
Or lapping greedily from slatider's cup 
The blood of reputation ; or between 
Friendships and brotherhoods devising strife ; 
Or plotting to defile a neighbour's bed ; 
In duel met with dagger of revenge ; 
Or casting on the ^widow's heritage 
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The eye of cpvetousness ; or with full hand 
On mercy*8 noiseless errands, unobserved, 
Adimniatering ; or meditating fraud 
And deeds of horrid barbarous intent ; 
In fall pursuit of unexperienced hope, 
Flattering along the flowery path of youth; 
Or steeped in disappointment's bitterness— 
The fevered cup that guilt must ever drink, 
When parched and fainting on the road Qf ill; 
Beggar and king, the clown and haughty lord ; 
The venerable sage, and empty fop ;. 
The ancient matron, and the rosy bride ; 
The virgin chaste, and shrivelled harlot vile ; 
The savage fierce, and man of science mild : 
The good and evil, in a moment, all 
Were changed, corrupdble to incorrupt, 
And mortal to immortal, ne'er to change. 

And now, descending from the bowers of 
heaven, 
Soil airs o'er all the earth, spreading, were heard. 
And Hallelujahs sweet, the harmony 
Of righteous souls that came to repossess 
Their long neglected bodies : and anon 
Upon the ear fell horribly the sound 
Of cursing, and the yelU of damned despair, 
Uttered by felon spiiits that the trump 
Had summoned from the burning glooms of hell. 
To put their bodies on— reserved for woe. 
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Now Starting up among the living, changed, 
Appeared innumerous the risen dead. 
Each particle of dust was claimed: tlie turf. 
For ages trod beneath the careless foot 
Of men, rose organized in human form ; 
The monumental stones were rolled awa^ ; 
The doors of death were opened ; and in the dark 
And loathsome vault, and silent chamel house, 
Moving, were heard the mouldered bones that 

sought 
Their proper place. Instinctive every soul 
Flew to its clayey part : from grass-grown mould 
The nameless spirit took its^hes up, 
Reanimate : and, merging from beneath 
The flattered marble, undistinguished rose 
The great'— nor heeded once the lavish rhyme, 
And costly pomp of sculptured garnish vain. 
The Memphian mummy, that from age to age 
Descending, bought and sold a thousand times. 
In hall of curious antiquary stowed, 
Wrapt in mysterious weeds, the wondrous theme 
Of niany an erring tale, shook off its rags. 
And the brown son of Egypt stood beside 
The European, his last purchaser. 
In vale remote the hermit roee, surprised 
At crowds that rose around him, where he thought 
His slumbers had been single : and the bard, 
Who fondly covenanted with his friend 
To lay his bones beneath the sighing bough 
Of some old lonely tree, rising, was preaeed 
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By n&ttltitttddti that cittraed their proper dust 
From the same apot : and he that, richly hearaed- 
With floomy ganuturiB of pilrchased woe, ■ 
Embalmed, in priocely eepulchrp was laid, 
Apart from vulgar mejn, built nicely round 
And round by tlw proud heir, who flushed U> 

think 
His lather's lordly cUy should ever mix 
With peasant dost — saw by his side awake 
The clown, that long had slumbered in hie arms. 

Thii fiunily toqib, ^> whose devouring mouth 
Descended sire uid son, age after age,. 
In long unbroken hereditary line. 
Poured forth at once the ancient father rude. 
And all his oiSspring of a thousand years. 
Refreshed from sweet repose, awoke the man 
O f charitable life*— awoke and song : 
Aqd from his prison house, slowly and sad, 
As if unsatisfied withholding near 
Communion with the earth, the miser drew 
His carcass forth, and gnashed his teeth, and 

howled, 
(Jnsolaced by his gold and silver then. 
From simple stone in lonely wilderness, 
That hoary lay, o*er*Iettered by the hand 
Of oft-irequenting pil||;rim, who had taught 
The willow tree to weep at mom and even 
Over the sacred spot— the martyr saint 
To sqng of seraph harp tr^ui^phant rose, 
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Well premised that ht had suffered to the death. ' 
" The clbtid capped towers, the gorg^oaspalaces^^* 
As sniig the'bard of Nature's hand anointed. 
In whose capaeioils giant numbers rolled ' 

The paseiotid of old Time, fell luihbering cbim^' 
All cities fell^ attd every work of man, 
Aikd'gfaVd their porrion forth of human dust, ^' 
Touohisd hy tlie mortal finger of decay. 
Tree, herb, and flower, and erery fowls of heAv«il« 
And fifth, and animal, the wild and tame, ' 

For^wilh dissolving, crumbled into du0t. 

.It 

aim; ye flotis of Istrength ! ye ancient oaka ! 
-Y-d holy pines ! ye elms ! and cedars tall ! 
Like towers of God, fai* seen on Carmel mouht,' 
Or L#b&iMm, that waved youf boughs on higb 
And laittg<bed at all the winds^—your hour waisi 

comd! 
Ye' Uui^, ever green ! and bays that wont 
To wreathe the patriot and the poet's brow ; 
Ye myrtle bowers ! and groves of sacred shade 
'Wk#re Music ever sung, and Zephyr fanned 
Hitf Aiff wing, wet with the dews of life^ 
And SpHng for ever smiled, the fragrant haunt 
Of Love> and health, atid ever dancing Mirtb*-^ 
Alas !^ how suddenly your verdure died, 
And ceaMd your minstrelsy, to sing no more* 
Ye flowers of beauty ! pencilled ^y the hand 
Of God, who annually renewed your birth, 
To gem the virgin robes of nature ehaste,. . . 1 
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Ye smiling featured daughters of the San ! 
Fairer than queenly bride» bf Jordan's stream 
Leading your gentle lives^ retired, unseen ; 
Or on the sainted cliffs of Zion hill, 
Wandering, and holding with the hearenty deirit 
In holy revelry, your nightly loves, 
Watched by the stars, and offering every mom. 
Your incense grateful both to God and dmoi* 
Y« lovely gentle things ! alas, no spring 
Shall ever wake you now ! ye withered alli 
All in a moment dro<^d, and on your roots 
The grasp of everlasting winter seized. 
Childcen of song ! ye birds that dwelt ki air, ' 
And stole your notes from angels* lyres, aii4 fiivt 
III levee of the morn, with eulogy 
Ascending, hailed the advent of the dawn} \ 
Or, roosted on the pensive evening boogjbk. 
In melancholy numbers sung the day • 
To rest, your little wings, failing, dissolved ' 
In middle air, and on your hsrmony 
Perpetual silence fell. Nor did his winig, ' 

That sailed in track of gods sublime, and iMAd 
The sun, avail the esgle then ; quick smtcten, . 
His plumage withered in meridian height. 
And, in the valley, sunk the lordly bird, . i 

A clod of clay. Before the pk>ughman fell • 
His steers, and mid-way the farrow left: 
The shepherd saw his flocks around him torn 
To dust ; beneath his rider fell the aioed i 

To ruins : and the lion in his den 



V 
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Grew cM and stiff, or in the farioat chaaa* 
With timid' fown, that soarceljr missed bis paws. 
Oo cartb iic^ving things was seen but men, 
New changed, or rising from the opening tomb. 

Athens, «Qd Rome, and Babylon, and Tyre, 
And she that sat on Thames, qneen «f the seas ! 
Citieaonee fiuned on earth, convnlsed through all 
Their mighty ruins, threw their milUoaa forth. 
Palmyra's dead, where Desolation eat, 
From age to age, well pleased, in solitude 
And sUence, ssve when traveller's loot, or owl 
Of night, <nr fragment monldering down to dost. 
Broke faiady on his desert ear, awoke. 
And Salem, holy city, where the Prinoe 
Of Life,^ hy dea^, a second liie secured , . 
To mtn^^end with him from the grave, iedeemed» 
A chosen number brongkt, to retinae 
His great ascent on high, and giro snre pledga 
That disath was foUed^■— her generations now . 
Gave 11^ ef kings, and priests, and Pharisees | 
Nor even the Sadducee, who fondly said 
No mom of Resunrection ere should come,* 
Could ait the anmrnons-: to his ear did reach 
The trumpet's v<»os ; and ill prepared for what 
He ofl had proved should never be, he rose 
Reluctantly, and on his fooe began 
To burn eternal shame. The cities too, 
Of old ensepulcbwd beneath the flood. 
Or deeply slumbering uader motmtaina huge, 

15 
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That Esrtfaquake — servant of the wrath of God- 
Had on their wicked population thrown. 
And marts of busy ^rade, long ploughed and sown. 
By history unrecorded, or the song 
Of bard, yet not forgotten their wickedness 
In heaven— poured forth their ancient muhitudee. 
That vainly wished their sleep had never broke. ' 
From battle-fieids, where men by millions met 
To murder each his fellow, and make sport 
To kings and heroes^-things long since forgot-* 
InnumercHM armies rose, unbannered all, 
Unpanoplied, unpraised ; nor found a princo. 
Or general then, to answer for their crimes. 
The hero's slaves, and all the scarlet troops 
Of antichrist, and all that fought for rule— 
Many high-sounding names, familiar onoe 
On earth, and praised exceedingly ; but now 
Familiar most in h^ll^-their dungeon fit, 
Where they may war eternally with 6od*s 
Almighty thunderbolts, and win them pttngs 
Of keener woe — saw, as they sprung to li&, 
The widow, and the orphan ready stand, 
And helpless virgin, ravished in their sport. 
To plead against them at the coming Doom. 
The Roman legions, boasting onoe, how loud! 
Of liberty ; and fighting bravely o*er 
The torrid and the frigid 2one, the sands 
Of burning Egypt, tfad the frozen liills 
Of snowy Albion, to make mankind 
I'heir thralls, untaught that he who made or kept 
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A slave, could ne'er himself be truly fr^e — 
That morning gathered up their daat, which Uy . 
Wide scattered over half the globe : nor saw 
Their eagled bannen then. Sennach^rib^s hopittt 
Embattled once against the sons of God« 
With insult bold, quiok as the noise of roirlh 
▲nd Eevelry» sunk in their dninken camp, 
When death's dark angel, at the dead of night, 
Their vitale touched, and made each pulaa st«ad 

•till— 
Awoke in sorrow: and the tnuUitudes 
Of Gog, and «U the fat^d crew that warred - 
Against the choaea saints, in the last daya, 
At Armageddon, when th|B Lord came down, 
Mustering hi^ hosts oo'IsMrael's holy hills, 
And from 4he .treasures of his snpw and hail 
Rained terror, and confusion rained, and death. 
And gave to all tb^ beasts, and fowls of heaven ^ 
Of captains' flesh, and blood of man of war, 
A feast of many days-^revived, and, doomed 
Ta second death, aiood in Hamonab's vale. 

Nor yet did all that fell in battle, rise 
That day to wailing : here and there were seen 
The patriot bands, that from his guilty throng 
The despot tore, unshackled nation,!, made 
The prince reapect the people's laws, drove btek 
The wave of proud invasion, and rebuked 
The frantic fiirjr of the multitude, . 
Rebelled, aad fought and £qU ibr liberty 
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Right onddntood^-^ae heroes in the speech 
Of heayen, where words express thh thotights of 

him 
Who speaks'-^ot undistinguished these, though 

few, 
That mom arose, with joy and melody. 
All wok«-Hhe north and south gate up their deed t 
The caravan, that in mid«joumey sunk. 
With all its merchandise, expected long, 
And long forgot, ingulphed beneath the tide 
Of death, that the wild spirit of the winds 
Swept, in his wrath, along the wilderness,' 
In the wide desert woke, 'and saw all calm 
Around, and populous with risen men : 
Nor of his relics thought the pilgrim then, * ' 
Nor merchant of his nlks and spiceries. 

And he— *fiir voyaging from home and friends* 
Too curious, with a mortal eye to peep 
Into the secrets of the Pole, forbid 
By nature, whom fierce winter seized, and frot9 
To death, and wrapped in winding sheet of ice. 
And sung the requiem of his shivering ghost 
Wkh the loud organ of his mighty winds, 
And on his memory threw the snow of ages'* 
Felt the long absent warmth of life return. 
And shook the frozen mountain from his bed. 

All rose, of every age, of every clime: 
Adam and Eve, the great progenitors 
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or all mankind, lair as they seemed diat mora 
Wiien fimt they met in paradise, unfallen, 
Uncursed — ^from ancient slumber broke, where 

once 
Euphrates rolled his stream ; and by them stoodt 
In stamre equal, and in soul as large. 
Their last posterity — though poets sungr 
And sages proved them far degenerate. 

Blessed sight! not unobserved by angels, or 
Unpcaissd-^faat day 'mong men of every trtt>e , 
And hue, from those who drank of Tenglio's 

stream, « 

To those who nightly saw the hermit croaa,. 
In utmost south retired, — rising, wsre seen 
The fiur and noddy sona of Albion's land- 
How glad !-!-mot those who travelled far| ««d 

•ailed 
To purehase hmnan fleeh ; or wieathe the jokm 
Of vassalage onf savage liberty ; . 
Or suck large f»nane from the sweat of slavea ^ 
Or with refmed knavery to cheat, - . 

Politely vilU&nous, untutored men 
Out of their property ; or gather ahells. 
Intaglios mde, old pottery, and atore 
Of mutilated gods of stone, and scraps 
Of barbarous epitaphs defaced, to be 
Among the learned the them« of warm debate* 
And infinite conjecture, sagely wrong ! > 

Bat those, denied to self, to earthly fame 
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De^i^d, and earthly wealth, who kindred left, 

Andliome, and ease, and all the culturod joys^ 

Conveniences, and delicate deHghts 

Of ripe society ; in the great cause 

Of man's salvation greatly valordust 

The warriors of Messiah, raessengerB 

Of peace, and light, and life, whose eye, unsealed. 

Saw up the path of immorfcaKty, 

Far into bliss — saw men, immortal men, 

AVIde Wandering from the w^y; eclipvied in night, 

Dark, moonless, moral night ; living iikd beiHt* ; 

Like beiists descending to the grave, untaught 

Of life to come, ilnsanctified, unsaved: ' 

Who fltrong, though seeming weak ; who w«fUke» 

though 
Unarmed with bow and sword ; appearhig mad,' 
'Ttiough sounder than the schools alone ere made 
The doctor's head ; devote to God and truth, 
And sworn to man*it eternal weal^— beyond 
Repentance sworn, or thought of turning btek ; 
A'nd easting far behind all eanhly cans, 
All eountryships, all national regards 
And enmities ; all narrow bournes of state 
And selfish policy ; beneath their feet 
Treading all fear of t>pposition down; 
All fear of ^danger ; of reproach all fbar, 
And evil tongues ; — went forth, from Biitiia went, 
A noiselees band of heavenly soldiery, 
From out the armoury of God equipped, 
Invincible, to oonquefr sin ; to blow 
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Tlie tratnp of freedom in the despot's ear ; 
To tell the bmted slave his manhood higb> 
His birthright liberty, and in his hand 
To pat the writ of manumission, signed 
By Good's own signature : to drire away 
From earth the dark infernal legionry 
Of superstition, ignorance, and kell : 
High on the pagan hills, where Satan sat 
Encamped, and o*er the subject kingdoms threif 
Perpetual night, to plant Immanuel's cross, 
The ensign of the Gospel, blazing round 
Immortal truth ; and in the wiklerness 
Of human waste to sow eternal life ; 
And ifrom the rock^ where sin, with horrid yell, 
Devoured its victims unredeemed, to raise 
The melody of grateful hearts to Heaven ; 
To fiisehood, truth ; to pride, humility ; 
To insult, meekness ; pardon, to revenge ; 
To stubborn prejudice, unwearied zeal ; 
To censure, unaccuslng minds ; to stripes, 
Long suffering: to want of «ll things, hope; 
To death, assured faith of life to come. 
Opposing— these, great worthies, rising, shotn* 
Through all th^ tribes and nations of mankind, 
' Like Hesper, glorious once among the stars 
Of twilight ; and around them, flocking, stood. 
Arrayed in white, the people they had saved. 

C^reat Ocean too, that morning, thou, the call 
Of restitution heardst, and reverently 
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To the Utt trampet's voice in silence listened ! 

Great Ocean ! strongest of creatioa*s sons ! 

Unconquerable, unrepoeed, untired ; 

That relied the wild, profound, eternal baas. 

In Nature's anthem, and made music, such. 

As pleased the ear of God« Original*. 

Unmarred, un&ded work of Deity ; 

And nnbmlesqued by mortars puny skill.. 

From age to age enduring and unchanged ; 

Majesticai, inimitable, vast, 

Loud uttering saitre day and night aa each 

Succeeding race, and little pompous work 

Of man. Unfallen, religious, holy sea ! 

Thou bowedst thy glorious head to nonSf fssredst 

none, 
Heardft none, to none didst honour, but to God 
Thy maker— only worthy to receive 
Thy great obebance. Undiscovered sea ! 
Into thy dark, unknown, mysterious caves. 
And secret haunts, unfathomably deep 
Beneath all visible retired, none went. 
And came again, to tell the wonders there. 
Tremendous sea ! what time thou lifted up 
Thy waves on high, and with thy winds and storms 
Strange pastime took, and shook thy mighty adts 
Indignantly— 4he pride of navies fell; 
Beyond the arm of help, unheard, unseen. 
Sunk fnend and foe, with all their wealth and witf 
And on thy shores, men x>f a thousand tribes, 
PoUte and barbarous, trembling stood, araaxed* 



Ttm COt7B8B or TIMC 9B3 

Conlbunded, terrified, and tikoii||ht vait tliOttghti 
Of ruin, boundlenneM, omiiipoteBce» 
lafidkude, eternity ; ami thought 
And wondered still, and grasped, andgraeped* aa# 

grasped 
Again-^-beyohd her reach exerting all 
The eool to take thy great idea in, 
Tdoomprehtod inoomprehenaible;^ 
And wondered more, and felt their iittleniai. 
Self-purifying, unpolluted sea ! 
Lover unchangcTable ! thy laitbCal breast 
For ever heaving to the lovely moon. 
That Kke a shy and holy virgin, robed 
In saintly white, walked nightly in the heavtM. 
And to thy everlasting serenade 
Gave gracious audience ; ndr was wooed nt Tain. 
That morning, thou, that shimbored not befora, - 
Nor slept, great Ocean' ! laid thy waves ta feat, ■ 
And hushed thy mighty minstrelsy. No bmatb 
Thy deep composure stirred, no fin, op oar ; 
Like beauty newly dead, so calm, so atiU, 
80 lovely, thou, beneath the light that fali 
From angel-chariots sentinelled on high* . 
Reposed, and listened, and saw thy'hving change, 
Tl^y dead arise. Charybdis listened, aiid^yUa, 
^nd savage EuJdne, on the Tfaradan baach» 
Lay motionless: and every battle ship 
Stood still ; and every ship of merchandise. 
And all that sailed, of every name, stood stilL 
Even as the ahip of war, full fledged and awift. 



', 
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liikesottie fierce bird of prey, bore on bef foe, 

Opposing with ss fell intent, the wind 

Fell withered from her wings, that idly hung ; 

The fltormy bullet, by the cannon thrown 

Uncirilly against the heavenly face 

Of men, half sped, snnk harmlessly, and all 

Her loud, uncircumcised, tempestuous crew, 

How ill prepared to meet their God! were 

changed, 
Unchangeable*-the pilot at the helm 
Was changed, and the rough captain, while ha 

mouthed 
The huge enormous oath. The fisherman, 
That in his boat expectant watched hia lines, 
Or mended on the shore his net, and sung, 
Hsppy in thoughtlessness, some careless air, 
HMrd Time depart, and felt the sudden change. 
In solitary deep, far out from land, 
Or steering from the port with many a cheer, 
Or while returmng from long voyage, fraught 
With luity wealth, rejoicing to have escaped 
The dangerous main and plagues of foreign climes. 
The merchant quafied his native air, refreshed. 
And saw his native hills in the sun's light 
Serenely rise, and thought of meetings glad, 
And many days of ease, and honour spent 
Among his friends-»unwarned man ! even then 
The knell of Time broke on his reverie, 
And in the twinkling of an eye his hopes. 
Ail earthly, perished ail. As sudden rose, 
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From out their watery beds, the Ocean's dead, 
Renewed, and on the unstirring billoWs stood, 
From pole to pole, thick covering all the sea ; 
Of every nation blent, and- every age. 

Wherever slept one gndn of human dUtft,^ 
Essentiftl or^n of a human soul. 
Wherever tossed— obedient to the call 
Of God'i omnipotence, it hurried on 
To meet its fellow particles, revived, 
Rebuilt, in union indestructible. 
No atom of his i^ls remained to Death. 
From his strong arm by stronger arm releasedt 
Immortal now in soul and body both, 
Beyond his reach, stood all the sons of men, 
And eaw behind hb vailef lie unleared. ' 

> 

O Death ! with what an eye of desperate lust, 
Fi^om out thy emptied vauks, thou then didst look 
After the risen multitudes of all 
Mankind ! Ah, thou hadst been<the terror long, 
' And murderer of all of woman born. 
None could escape thee ! In thy dungeon house. 
Where darkness dwelt, and putrid loathsomeneii, 
And fearful silence, villanously still. 
And all of horrible and deadly name,— 
Thou satt'st from age to age, insatiate. 
And drank the blood of men, and gorged their 

flesh. 
And with thy iron teeth didst grind their bonea 
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To powd«r^— treading put b«iieath thf fe9t 

Their very names, and memories: the blood 

Of Bations eonld not alake ihy parched thioftU . 

No bribe could buy thy. favour for an hour, 

Or mitigate thy ever cruel rage 

For human prey. Goldt beauty, virtue, ymuli ; 

Even helpless swaddled innoc^ocy Cailed 

To soften thy heart of stone : the infant's blood 

Pleased well thy tii8te-~«ad while tl)e notliar 

wept, 
Bereaved by thee, lonely and waste in woot. 
Thy ever 'grinding jawa devoured her too. 

t 

Each son of Adara*« family beheld. 
Where'er he turned, whateyer path of life 
He trode, thy goblin form behind him augadt 
Like trusty old assassin, in his aim 
Steady 4uid sore a* eye of deytinyy 
With scythe, and dart, and strength invincihU > 
Equipped, and ever menacing his life. • 
He turned aside, he drowned himself in irieep* 
In wine, in pleasure ; travelled, voyaged, soi^sht 
Receipts for health from all he met ; betook 
To business speculate; retired; returned 
Again to active life; again retired; 
Returned ; retired again ; prepared to die ; 
Talked of thy nothingness ; conversed of life ; 
To come ; laughed at his fears ; filled up the cup ; 
Drank deep; refrained; filled up; r9frained 
again; 
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Planned ; Inuk faini itrand with splendoor, won 

applAOfe; 
Made lu|^e«llianoes with men and things ; 
Read deep in science and phiioeophy. 
To fortify liis bouI ; heard lectures prove 
Tiifl present i&, and future good ; obserred 
His false beat regular ; extended hope ; 
Thoughti ^ssipated thought, and thought agtiii $ 
tndiiiged, abatoined, and tried a thousand scfaemss, 
To ward thyblowi or hide thee from his eye ; 
But still tkf gkxmiy terrors, dipped in sm, 
Before him fire wned, and withered all hb joy. 
Still, iisared and hated ibing, thy ghostly ehi^ 
Stood lit his aventies of fairest hope ; 
Unmanoei ly, and uninTited, crept 
Intohii haimts of most select deUght : 
Slitt on his Mlsof mirth, and banquetisg, 
And reyelry, thy shadowy hand was seen 
Writing ihy name of— Death. Vile worm, that 

gnawed 
The root of idi his bappinese terrsiie; the gall ■ 
Of all his sweet ; the thorn of every rose 
Of earthly bleom i cloud vf his noon-day sky ; 
FnMM of his spring ; sigh of lam loudest laugh ; 
Dark spot en ev^ry'lbrm of loveliness ; 
Rank smell amidst his rarest spieeries ; 
Harsh dissonanee of all his harmony ; 
Reserve of every promise, and the tf 
Of all to-iriorrows'^now beyond thy vale 
Stood all the ransomed multitude of men, 
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Immortal all; and in their visions saw ^ 
Thy visage grim no more. Great- payment day. 
Of all thou«ver conquered, none was left 
In thy unpeopled realms, so populous onc«. ' 
He, at whose. girdle hangs the keys of death' 
And life — not bought btxt with the blood of Him ' 
Who wears^ the eternal Son of Grod; that mom 
Pispelled the cloud that sat so long, so thick, 
So heavy o'er thy vale ; opened ail thy doorv, 
Unopened before, and set thy prisoner* free. 
Vain was resistance, and to ^Uow vain. 
In thy unveiled caves, add aohtudea 
Of dark and dismal emptiness, thou satt'tt. 
Rolling thy hollow eyes : disabled thing ! 
Helpless, despised, unpitied, and unfeaied, 
Like some (alien tyrant, chained in sight of all 
The people: from thee dropped thy pointhiit 

dart ; 
Thy terrors withered all ; thy ministeva, 
Annihilated, fell before thy &ce ; 
And 00 thy maw eternal hunger seized. 

l^ot yet, sad monster ! wast thou left alone. 
In thy dark dens some phantoms still reuMoed— • 
Ambition, Vanity, and earthly Fame ; 
Swollen Ostentation, meagre Avarice, 
Mad Superstition, smooth Hypocrisy, 
And Bigotry intolerant, and Fraud, 
And wilfal Ignorance, and sullen Pride ; 
Hot Controversy, and the subtile ghoe( 
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Of Vain Philosophy, and worldly Hope, 
And sweet- lipped hollow-hearted Flattery- 
All these, great personages once on earth, 
And not unfollowed, nor unpraised, were left, 
Th}^ ever-unredeemed, and with thee driven 
To Erebus, through whose uncheered wastes. 
Thou mayest chase them, with thy broken aeyilM 
Fetching vain strokes, to all eternity, 
Unsatisfied, as men who, in the days 
Of Time, their unsubstantial forms pursued. 
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ANALYSIS. 



DvscRiFTioN of the world assembled for final 
judgment : all former distinctions equalized ; all 
waiting in expectation ; vice and virtue, good 
and bad, redeemed and unredeemed, were now 
the only distinctions among .men. 

An holy radiance shone on all countenances and 
revealed the inward ftate and feeling, the 
" index of the soul.'" Oil the wicked was de- 
picted unutterable despair ; and on the righte- 
ous, " in measure equal to the sours advance 
in virtue," it became the ** lustre of the face." 

Various classes of the assembly are particularized ; 
the man of earthly fame, the mighty reasoner, 
the theorist, the recluse, the bigoted theologian, 
the indolent, the sceptic, the follower of fashion, 
the duteous wife, the lunatic, the dishonest judge, 
the seducer, the duellist and suicide, the hypo; 
crite, the slanderer, the false priest, the envious 
man. 

The word of God was not properly believed by 
any of the wicked ; the necessary fruit of faith 
being "truth, temperance, meekness, hoUnesa 
and love." 
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BOOK vin. 



RiAKiMATED ROW, and droMed m mbet 
Of eyarlasting wear, in the hflt pauae 
Of expeetatiofi, atood the humaa Ttee ; 
Buoyaiit hi air, or oofaring ahore andaaa, 
From eaat to weat, thiek aa the-earad grakt 
In golden aiitamn wav«d, from ftaftd to ifeldk ' 
Profuse, bf NMoa' fertile wave, wUlo yet 
Earth Waa, and men were in her vaUaya aaan^ 

Still all waa calm in heafven; nor yeit appaaaad 
The Judge : nor aught appeared, aave here and 

there, 
On wing of golden plumage borBO at wlH, 
A curiona angel, that from out the ahiea. 
Now glAnced a look on man, and then raiirad. 
Aa calm waa all on earth : the miniatara ' 
Of God'a unsparing Tsngeanoe waited, atiU - 
Unhid : no sun, no moon, no atar gava light : 
A blest and holy radiance, travelled fiir - 
Fhrni day original, feU on the ftaa 
Of men, and every countenance revealed ; 
Unpleasant to the bad, wbctae visagea 
Had loat allgulaa of aaeming ha^inaaa* i 

With which on earth such pains they took to hide 
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Their misery in. On their grim features, now 
The plain unvisored index of the soul, ' 
The true untampered witiyas of the heart, 
No smile of hope, no look of vanity 
Beseeching for applause, was seen ; no scowl 
Of self-important, all-despising pride, ' 
That once upon the poor and needy fell. 
Like winter on the unprotected floweri . 
Withering theisvery being to decay. 
No jesting mirth, no wanton leer was seen ; 
No sullen lower of braggart fortitude 
Defyi^ pain ; no^ anger, nor rey^qge r 
But fear .instead, and terror aqd r^norse ; 
And diief one passion to ita answering shaped 
The features of the damned, and in itself 
Summed all the rest — unutterable despair. 

What on the righteous shone of foreign light. 
Was all redundant day they needed npt. 
For, as by nature, Sin is dark, and loves 
Th0 darki still hiding from itself in gloom ; 
And in the darkest hell, is still itself 
The darkest hell,^and the severest woe, 
Where all is woe : so Virtue, ever fair I 
Doth by a sympathy as strong as. binds . 
Two equal hearts, well pleased in W;eddsd 

love. 
For ever seek the light, for ever seek 
All £aiir and lovely things, all beauteou* forms. 
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All imftget'of ^xce\UfMe and truth ; 
And from her own essential beings pnre 
As' flows the fount of life that spirits drink. 
Doth to herself give light, nor from her b^amt, 
As native to her as her own existence, 
Can be divorced, nor of her glory shorn,'— 
Whibh now from every feature of the juat, 
Divmeiy rayed ; yet not from all afike : 
In measure equal to the soul's advaoee 
In virtue^ was the lustre of the face. 

I • 

It was a strange assembly: none of all 
That- congregation vast could recolleet 
Alight Kke it iir the history of man. 
No badge of outward state was seen ; no mark 
Of age, dr rank, or national attire ; 
Or robe professional, or air of trade. 
Untitled stood the man that onee was called 
My lord, unserved, unfellowed; and the man 
Of tithes, right reverend in the dialect 
Of Time addressed, ungowned, unbeneficed, 
Uncorpulenf ; nor now from him, who bore, 
With ceremonious gravity of step, 
And face of borrowed holiness o^sriaid, 
The ponderous book before the awful priest^ 
And opened and shut the pulpit's sacred gates 
In style of wonderful observancy. 
And reverence ezcessite, in the beams 
Of sacerdotal splendour lost, or if ■ 
Observed, comparison ridiculous scarce 
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Could lave the little^ pomyooB, bunlbU 
From laughter of the peoplsi— not from him 
Could be dietmgnished then the priest iintith«d. 
None leveee held, those merle wheie^ prineelt 

imtlee 
Were sold for flattery, and obeisance mean. 
Unfit from man to man ; none came, or went ; 
None wished to draw attention, none was poor» 
None rich ^ mme ycmag, none old, d^rmed none ; 
None sought finr place, or fanromr ; nokie had avgitt 
To give, none could receive; none ruled, none 

served; 
No king, no subject was ; unscatebemied all. 
Uncrowned, unplumed, unhelmed, unpedigreedi 
Ui^aced, unooroneted, unbestarred. 
Nor countryman was aeen, nor citiien ; 
Republican, nor humble advocate 
Of monarchy ; nor idle w'onhi^^p&e, 
Nor beaded papist, nor Mahometan ; 
Episcopalian Aone, nor presbytev ; 
Not Lutheran, nor ^^Calvanist, nor Jew, 
Nor Greek, noreectary of any name. 
Nor of those persona that loud title bore" 
Meet high and mighty, most magnifioent ; 
Most potent, most august, most worshipful, 
Meet eminent ; words of great pompi that pleased 
The ear of vanity, and made the worms 
Of earth mistake themselves for gode^-could one 
Be seen, to claim these phrases obsolete* . 
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It wa« a oons^regtetfon rui of mon ; 
•^f UBttppondaged, and unvannsbMl nen; 
Of plain, unceremonious human beings. 
Of all but moml charaetera bemved. 
His vice, or Tirtue now to each remakied- 
'Alone. Ail else with their grave*clofhee men hid 
Put off, as badges worn by mortal, not 
Immortal man ; alloy that oould not poas 
The scratitty of Death's refining fires } 
Dust of Time's wheelSy by multitudes pnnsied 
Of fools that shouted***gold ! fair painted fruit, / 
At which the ambitious idiot jumped, while B|en 

'Of wiser tndod immortal harvests reaped ;. 
Weeds of the human garden, spmng from ear th'b 
Adulterate aoiI» unfit to be transplanted, 
Though by the meval botttniat too oft . 
For plants of heavenly seed mistaking and nineed ; 
Mars ehaff, that Virtue, w|ien she rose from earth 
And wated her wing»to gain her nt;tiT^ heightii 
Drove from tho verge of beings letviag Vioe 
No ma»k to hide her in ; base*boni ef Time* 

. in wbidh God olaimed no property, nor had 
Prepared for them a i^ce in heaven, ofer hell. . 
Yet did these vain distinetions, now forgot, 
Bnik largely m xhe iBray eye of Thne, 

'••And were exceeding foir ; and iured to death 

• Ihimortal ooqIs^ Bat they were past ; for all 

' Meal no^ was past ; reality 
Alone remained ; and good and bad, redeemed ' 
And unredeemed, distinguished eoie the aona . 



tit xmz oot7B3& or tuiul 

Of men. ESadi to hw proper self reduced, 

And ondiiKatBed, wee what his seemiiig showed. 

The man of earthly fame* whom common mea 
Made boaetof having aeen'-^who acaroe could paaa 
Tb9ii«ya <if Time, for eager crowds that preaied 
To do him homage, and poraued hia eac .. , 
With endieaa praiae, (or deeds unpraiaedahore, : 
And yoked iheir brUtal natures, hiofiottred mmcb * 
To dng his ehnriot on-^^uimotieed stood, 
With none to praise him, none to flatter there. • 

- • ' ' 

Blushing and dumb^ that momiiig, too, ytn sfen 
The mighty reaeoner ; he who deeply searched ' 
The origin of things, and talked of good 
And evil mush,- of eanaea khd efiecta. 
Of mind aad-auitert dentradiotiog all 
That went before him, and himselC the while, ' 
The laughiBg*8tock. of aagela ; diving far 
Below his depth! to feteh reluctant proofi 
That he himself waa mad and winked too. 
When proud and ignorant maa, he meant to provf. 
That God had made the universe amiss. 
And sketched a better plan. Ah 1 foolish sage ! 
He could not trust the word of Heaven, nor ase*. 
The lighl which f^om the Bible biased— that laoip 
Whieh God threw from hia palace dewn to earth. 
To guide his wandering children horoer^yet iMUMd 
His cautious fiuth on speculations wild> 
And visionary theoriea abeurd. 
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ihrodJgSoiuily, deUriostly aJMiird, 
Compared with which, the most erroneous flight 
That poet ever took when warm with wine, ' ^ 
Was moderate coDJectaring : — ^he saw, 
Weighed 'in the balance of eternity, 
His lore hdw light, and wished, too late, that he ' 
Had staid at home, and learned to know hioN 
. seir, ' 

And done, what peasants did^-^pnted less, 
And more obeyed. Nor less he griv^ed his timik 
Misspent,' the man of enrious ressareh. 
Who tnTsUed hr duoi^h iands of hostile clime 
And dangesoDs inhabitant, to fix 
The bonndt of empires past, and ascertain . 
Thetxnild-f'Uce of heroes never bom ; 
Despising present things, and future too. 
And groping in the dark unsesirchable * 

Of fitehM years r— by dreary ruins seen, 
And dungeons damp, and vaults of ancient waste, 
With spsde and mattock; delving deep to ndse 
Old vases and dismembered idols rude i 
With matchless perseverance spelling out 
Words withdut sense. Poor maii 1 he dapped his 

hands 
Enraptured, when he firand a manuscript 
That spoke of pagan gods ; and yet forgot 
The Qod who made the sea stnd sky-^idas ! 
ForgM^that trifling was a sm ; stonid much 
Of dubious stuff, but laid no treasure up 
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In heaTen ; on moaUend eohimoa scnitolitd lilft 
' Mune, , 

Bat n^^er inflcrib«d it in the book of life* 

Unprofitable seemed, and nBappfOved, 
That day, the aullsn, eelf-vindietiTe MIe 
0f tho neeluaa : withcnicifixea hiui^» 
And spells, and rosaries, and wooden saiiilfl, 
Like.Mw af raasoD reft, he joiinieyed foith, . 
ia show 4>f Bnaerabia pove^y, 
And choae to beg, as if to life oa sweat 
Of other men, bad prbnftiaed great toward; 
On his own flesh inflicjtad ofYseLwiaanda, 
With naked footi embraoed the ice, by tha how ' 
Said mass, audi did most gfteTOua {wnaitfA.vUii r 
And then retired to dEink the fikby cup 
Of secret wickedness, and fabricate 
All lyingr wonders, by tb» untaagbt reeeivad . 
JWr fevelations new. Deluded wretch ! . 
Did he not know, that the most Hdy Oqa 
Required a eheeriful lils and holy heact t 

» Most disappointed in tiiat «iiowd of Bten, 
The man of subtle controversy stood* 
The bigot thaologiaa-Hn Aiinuie 
Distinctions skilled* and doctrines unveduesd . 
To pracfSee ; in debate how loUd ! how long t 
How dezteroua ! in christian leva*. how pMl t 
His ▼ain conceits wereorthodox idone» 
The immutable and heavenly truth, reyealed 
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By God, was nought to him : he had an art, 
A kind of hellish charm, that made the hpa 
Of truth speak falsehood ; to his liking turned 
The meaning of the text ; made trifles teem 
The marrow of salvation ; to a word, 
A name, a sect, that sounded in the ear. 
And to the eye so many letters showed, 
Bat did no more— -gave Value infinite ; 
ProTed^siill his reasoning best, and his beUef, 
Though propped on ikncieB, wild as madm«fi*« 

dreams, 
Most rational, most scriptural, most sound 
With mortal heresy denouncing all 
Who in his arguments could see no ibice. 
On points of faith too fine for human sight. 
And never understood in heaven, he placed 
His everlasting hope, nndoubting placed. 
And died : and when he opened his ear, prepared 
To hear, beyond the grave, the minstrelsy 
Of bliss — he heard, alas ! the Wail of woe. 
He proved: all creeds folse biit his own, and found 
At last, hie own most false-— most false, because 
He spent hhi time to prove all others so. 

O love destroying, cursed Bigotry ! 
Cursed in heaven, <bttt cursed more in hell. 
Where millions curse thee, and- must ever duvse ! 
Religion's most abhorred ! perdidoh'a most 
f*orlom! Godf's most itbandoned! hett'e moet 
damned! * ' 
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The iii6del, %r1u> tttmMt hM iiii|M0U8 ww 
AgaiMt the watte of Zion, on the rock 
Of agee bvib, end higher than the eloude, 
Sinned, and reoeWed hie due reward ; bat ahe 
Withm her walla auined more : of ignoranee 
Begot, her daughter, Peraecution, walked 
The earth, frera age to age, and drank the blood 
Of aainta, with horrid re^ drank the blood 
Of Qod*8 pecnliar ehildren— and wua dmnk ; 
lAiTid in her dmnkenneaa dreamed of doing good. 
The supplicating hand of innocence. 
That iMde the tiger mild, and in hia wrath 
The lion pause— the gvoana of snffering most 
Severe, were nought to her : ahe laughed at groans; 
No music pleased her more; and no repeat 
So sweet to her. as blood of men r^de^med 
By blood of Christ. Ambition's self, though mad« 
And nursed on human gore, with her compared 
Was merciful. Nor did she always rage : 
She had some hours of meditation aet 
Apart, wherein ahe to her study went ; 
The Inquisition, model moat complete 
Of perfect wickedness, where deeds were done--- 
Deeds ! let them ne'er be named,— «nd sat and 

planned 
Deliberately^ and with most mumng pains, 
How, to extremest thrill of agony. 
The flesh, and blood, and souls of holy men, 
Her victims, might bo wrought ; and when ahe saw 
New tortures of her labouring fancy bom, 
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t 

She leaped Ibr joy, asd made gnat* hasi^ to try 
Their force— well pleased to hear a deeper groeiL 

•» 
But now her day of nurth was paat» and ocnno 
Her day to weep ; her day of bitter groana. 
And sorrow unbemoahed; the day of grief^ 
And wrath retributary poured in full 
On all that took her part. The man of ain. 
The myatery of ki^quitv, her friend 
Sincere^ who pardoned sin, unpardoned atiii, 
And in the name of God blasphemed, and did 
All wicked, all abominable things, 
Most abject stood that day, by devils hissed, 
And by the looks of those he murdered, scorched ; 
And plagued with mward shatnethaton his cheek 
Burned, wlnle his votariei who left the earth. 
Secure of bliss, around him tmdeceived 
Stood, undeoeivable. till then ; and kiMw, 
Too late, him fallible, themselves accursed, 
And all their passports and certifieates 
A lie : nor disappointed more, nor more 
Ashamed, the Musauiman, when he saw gnaah 
His teeth and wail, whom he ejEpected Judge* 
All ^hese were damned for bigotry, were damnedr 
Because they thought, that they akme served Grod, 
And served him most, when most they disobeyed. 

Of those forlorn and sad, thou mightst have 
marked. 
In number most innumerable stand 
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Theiiidol«B»: too laity thew to make 
InQiiiry ittr tham^ehru, tbey Btuek their iaith . 
To some well latted priest, with ofTerings bribed 
To bring tham omolea of peace, and take 
Into his managpemeot ail the conoeraa ' 
Of their eternity x nuuiaged how well 
They knew that day, and migkt haTe aooMtr 

known. 
That the commandment waa : Seibrch and baliava 
In Me, arid not in man ; who Uaaa on him 
Leans «n a broken reed that ^l hnpierde 
The trusted side* I am the w»y, this tntlh, 
The life alone, and there is none beaidee. ' 

This did they read, and yet refused to seareh. 
To seacch what easily was found, and, Cboiid, 
Of price imcountable. Moat foolish, they 
Thought God with, igoomioe pleased, and blhided 

faith 
That took no root in resson, purified 
With holy influenoe of his Spirit pure. 
So, on tbey walked, and sliimbled in the light 
Of noon, beeanse they wookl not open their eyes, 
iSbct how sad df sloth 1 that made them riak 
Their pilotiag to the etenial shore, 
To on* who could mistake the lurid 6asb 
Of hell ibr hesTen's true star, rather than bow 
The knee, and by t>n6 ienrent word obtain 
His guidance sure, who calls the stSrs by name. 
They prayed by proxy, and at second hand 
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Beliered, find slept, and pxn repentiinod off. 
Until the knock of death awoke them, when •* 
'Th«y law their ignorance both, and him tfa«y paid 
To l^aigmn of their souls 'twixt them and God, 
Fled, and began repentance Without end. 
How did they wish, that morning, as they «tDOd 
With blushing covered, they had for themselves 
The Scripture searched, had for themselves be- 
lieved. 
And made acquaintance with the Judge ere tb«ii 
Great *day of termination to the joys 
Of sin ! to joys that grew on mortal bougiir^ ' • 
On trees whose seed fell not from heaven, whose 

. U>p , 
Renched not above the clouds. From such alone 
The epieure took all his meals ; in choice 
Of morsels ibr the body, nice he was. 
And scrupulous, and knew all wines by smell 
Or taste, and every composition knew 
Of cookery ; but grossly drank, unskilled, 
The cup of spiritual pollution up. 
That sickened his soul to death, white yet'his 9f4a 
Stood out with ikt : his feelings were his guide ; 
He ate, and drank, and slept, and took all joys, 
Forbid and unforbid, as impulse urged, 
Or appetite ; nor asked his reason why. 
He said, he followed nature stilt, but lied ; 
For she was temperate and chaste, he full 
Of wine and all aduhery ; her face 
Was holy, most unholy his; liereye 
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Was pure, his shot unhaUowed fire ; her Up« . 
Sang praise to God, his uttered paths pro&ne ; 
.Her breath was sweet, his rank with foui debauch. 
Y^t pleaded he a kiad and feeling heart, 
Even when he left a neighbour's bed defiled, 
^ike migratory fowls that fiocking sailed 
From isle to^le, steering by sense alone, / 

Whither the clime their liking best beseemed ; ' 
So he was guided ; so he moved through good 
And ev;il, right and wrong, but ah ! to fate 
All different: they slept in dust unpained; 
He rose that day to suffer endless pain. \ 

Cured of his unbelief, the sceptic stood, 
. Who doubted of his being while he breathed ; - 
Than whom, glossography itself, that spoke, 
Hugo folios of nonsense every hour, 
Ai|d left, surrounding every page, its marks 
Of prodigal stupidity, scarce more 
Of folly raved. The tyrant too,, who sat 
In grisly council, like a spider couched, 
With ministers of locust countenance, 
And made alliances to rob mankind. 
And holy termed — for still beneath a name 
Of pious sound the wicked sought to veil 
Their crimes — ^forgetful of his right divine, 
Trembled, and owned oppression was of hell; 
Nor did the uncivil robber, who unpurssd | 

The traveller on the highway and cut 
His throat, anticipate severer doom. . 
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In that assembly there was one, who, vhila 
Beneath the sun, aspired to be a foot: 
In different ages known by different names, , 
Not worth repeating^ here. Be this enough : 
With scnipolouB care exact, he walked the roonda 
Of fashionable duty ; laughed when sad ; 
When merry, wept ; deceiving, waa deceived ; 
And flattering, flattered. Fashbn waa his god* 
ObseqtHousiy he ftll before his shrine, 
In alavish plight, and trembled to oflTend. 
If graveness suited, he- was grave ; if else. 
He travailed aoreiy, and made brief repose, 
To work the proper quantity of sin. 
In all submissive to its chaiiging shape. 
Still changing, girded he his vexed frame. 
And laughter made to men pf sounder head. 
Moat circumspect he was of bowa, and nods, 
And aalntations ; and most seriously 
And deeply meditated he of dress; 
And in Us dreama aaw lace and ribanda fly. 
His aool Mras jnougfat-^he damned it every day 
Unceremoniously. Oh! foolofioolst 
Pleased with a painted smile, he fluttered on,. 
Xike fly of gaudy plume, by fashion driven, 
As faded leaves by Autumn** wind, till Bsath 
Put forth his hand and drew him out of sight. 
Oh ! fool of fools ! polite to man ; to God 
Most rude : yet had he many rivals, who. 
Age after age, great striving made to be 
Ridiculous, mod to fbiget they had * 

17 
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Immortal soali-^hat day remembered well. 
As rueful stood bm other lialf> as wan 
Of cheek t small her ambition was — but strangs. 
The distaff, needle, all domestic- cares» 
Eeligion, children, husband, home, wer* things 
She could not bear tho thought of; bitter drugs 
That sickened her soul. The house of waaioa 

mfrth 
And revelry, the mask, the dunce, she loved* 
And in their service soul and body spent 
Most cheerfully s a little admiration, 
Or true, of false, no matter which, pleased lier« 
And o'er the wreck of fortijine lost, and health. 
And peace, and an eternity of blies 
XiOst, made her sweetly smile. She was oonvinosd 
That Ood had made her greatly out of taste, . 
And took much pains to make herself anew* 
Bedaubed with paint, and hung with ortiamwif 
Of curiojis selection— gaudy toy ! 
A show unpaid for, paying to be seen ! 
Ato beggar by the way, most humbly aaking 
The alms of public gaze-^^he went abroad ; 
Folly admired, -and indication gave 
Of enVy ; cold Civility made bows. 
And smoothly flattered ; Wisdom shook his hi»d ; 
And Laughter shaped his lip into a amile ; . 
Sobriety did stare ; Forethought grew pale ; 
And Modesty hung down the he^d and bhisMl ; 
And Pity wept, as on the frothy surge 
Of ftshion tossed, she passed them byv Kke sml 
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Before some derilish blast, and got lio time 
To think, and never thought, till on the rock 
She dashed of rain, anguish, and despair. 

O how unBke this giddy thing in Titne ! 
And at the d&f of judgment how unlike. 
The modest, meek, retiring dame ! Her housd 
Was ordered well^ her children taught the way 
Of life— who, rising up ih honour, called ' 

Her blest. Best pleased to be admired at home, 
Aiid hear reflected from her husband's praise, .• 
Her own, she sought no gaze of foreign eye. 
His praise alone, and faithful love, and trust 
Reposed, was happiness enough for her. 
"Yet who thi^ saw her pass, and heard the poor* 
With earnest benedictions on her steps . 
Attend^ could from obeisance keep his eye, 
Or tongue from due applause. In virtue fair, 
Adorned with modesty, and matron grace 
Ufjpeakable, and love — ^her face was like 
The light, most welcome to the eye of man ; 
Refreshing most, most honoured, most desired 
Of all he saw iu the dim world below. 
As Morning; when she shed her golden locks, 
And on the dewy top of Hermon walked, 
Or Zion hill — so glorious was her path : 
P^ men beheld, and did her reverence, 
And bade their daughters look, and take ffOfn, 

her 
Example pf their future life ; the young 



MS nn cQQBSB or tho^ 

They were her aieta», mad wmili come And 

Her grave when she waa dead. She ntfver apok* 
Of her deceiver, father* mother^ heme*. 
Or childt or faef»reii, or faell« or God; b«l^«till 
Ib loflely. places walked^ and «ver gazed 
Upon the withered atalk^,-and taLked to them ; 
TttU wasted to t^'sbadow ofher yoalA) < .' 
With woe t^ wide to eee beyoDdr<«ahe ^d t 
Not unaton^d for by iapated blood, 
Nor by the Spirit, that rayeterioos works* 
Unaanctified^ ^oi»l her lather cursed 
Thai day his guilty pride, which would not •wo ' 
A daughter, whom the God of heaven and etfrth 
Was not ashamed to <teU his own ; and he 
Who mined her, read froih . her. holy hM)k» 
That pierced hiip with perdition manifold. 
His sentence, burning with 'vindictiT# fire. 

r ' 

The judge that took a bribe ; he whi» amisa 
Pleaded the widow's cause, and by delay • • 
Pelayiag ever, made the lai¥ at night 
More intricate ^an at the dawn, and on ; 

The morrow iu'ther from a ck»e, than n^hen. 
The sun last set, tiU he who in the suit * ' 
Was poorest^ by his emptied oofiers, proved 
His caiue the worst ; and he that had the bag 
Of weij^ deceitful, and the .balance false.; 
And he that with a fraudful lip deceived 
In buying or in selling : — these, that mom, 
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Found ciurtom no ezpiue for ttii« And luMVf 
Plain dealing was a virtae, but too late. 
And he that vra^ supposed to dp nor gpod . < 
Nor ill, surprised, could find no neutral ground ; • 
And {earned, that to do nothing was to serv« 
The devil, and transgress the laws of 6od« 
The noisy quack, that by profession lied, 
And uttered falsehoods of enormous size. 
With, countenance as grave as truth beseemed ;' 
And he that lied for pleasure, whom v^ lust 
Of being heard, and making people stare, 
And a most steadfast hate of silence, drove 
Far wide of sacred truth, who n^ver took 
The pains to think of what he was to say, 
But still made haste to speak, with weery tongot. 
Like copious stream for ever flowing on-r 
^ad clearly in the lettered heavens wl^U long , 
Before they might have read : For every word 
Of folly you this day shall give account ; 
Ahd every liar shall his portion have 
Among the cursed, without the.gi^es of lift. 

With groans that made no pause, lamenting 
there 
Were seen the duellist, and suicide : 
This thought, but thought amiss, that of himself; 
He was entire proprietor ; and so, 
When he was tired of time, with his own hand, 
He opened the portals of etei:nity, 
And sooner than the devils hoped, arrived 
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In hell. T^d other, of resentment qifick, ' 
And, for a word; a look, a g^eature, deemed 
Not acrupulously exact in all respect, 
Prompt to revenge, went to the cited field, 
For doable murder armed — ^his own, and hia 
Thai as himself he wto ordained to love. 
The first in pagan-books of early times, 
Was heroism pronounced, and greatly praised, 
In fashion's glossary of latter days. 
The last was honour called, and spirit high. 
Alas ! 'twas mortal spirit ; honour which 
Forgot to wake at the last trumpet's voice. 
Bearing the signature of time alone, 
Uocorrent in eternity, and base. 
Wise men suspected this before ; for they 
Could never understand what honour meant ; 
Or why that should be honour termed which mada 
Man murder man, and broke the laws of Grod 
Most wantonly. Sometimes, indeed, the grave. 
And those of christian creed imagined, q>oke 
Admiringly of henour, lauding much 
The noble youth, who, after many rounds . 
Of boxing, died ; or to the pistol shot. 
His breast exposed, his soul to endless pain. 
B^ut they who most admired, and understood 
This honour best, and on its altdr laid 
Their lives, most obviously were fools : and what 
Fdoli only, and the wicked, understood — 
Ths wise agreed, Mras s^me deluside Shade, 
That with the miat of thne should disappear. 
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Great dsy of rtsvelation ! in ih» grare 
The hypocrite had left hk mask, and atood 
In naked ugfineas. He was a man 
Who stole the livery of the court of heayen. 
To senre the devil in ; in virtue's guise 
Devoured the widow's house and orphan*s bread ; 
In holy phrise transacted villanies 
That Common sinnen durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feast, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things^ 
And none of sin hmented more, o^ sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 
Whose infont children, at the moment, he 
Planned how to rob : in sermon style he bought, 
And sold, and Ked ; and salutations made ^ 
In scripture terms : he prayed by quantity, 
And with' his'repetitions long and loud, 
All knees were weary ; with one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty. 
And with the other took a shilling out. - 
On charitable lists — those trumps whieh told 
The public ear, who had in secret done 
The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of,-took themselves to keep them sound'' 

ing— 
He blazed his name, more i^eased to have h there 
Than in the book of life. Seest thou the man ! 
A serpent with an angel's Voice ! a grave 
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With flowen beHMwed I sod yet Csw w«r» 4*- 
oeived. - . -^ 

HiB virtaes being over«doae, hU face : 

Too gr&vef his prayers too long, his charitiee 
Too pompously attended, and hia speech . ,, 
XArded toi9 frequency, «nd out of time 
With serious phraseology-^were rents 
That in his garments opened in spite of hiin. 
Through which the well accustomed eye could ssji 
The. rottenness of his heart. None deeper Jslushed*' 
As in the aUrpiercing light he stood exposed, 
No longer herding with the holy ones : 
'Yet s^U he tried to bring his coimienance 
To sanctimonious seeming ; but, meanwhile, 
The shame within, now visible tp all. 
His purpose baulked:—- the pghteoua fmiled, and 

even 
Despair itself some signs of laughter gave. 
As inei&ctttaUy he strove to wipe 
His brow, that inward guiltiness defiled. 
Detected wretch ! of all the reprobate. 
None seemed maturer for the flames of hell; 
Where still his face, from ancient custom, weam 
A holy air, which says to all that pass 
mm by i I was a hypocrite oo earth. • 

That was the hour which measured 6u( to . 
^achi 
Impartially, his share of reputation ! . 
Correcting all mistakes, and from the name 
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Of th« good Qwa^ «U slvitei wtping oC 
Good naibe was d«»r to^aU i wuhoui it, nona 
Could iouiidl^ sleep even ob a royal bad ; 
Or drink with relish iroio & ctt[^ fi gM t 
And itilh it, on bis borrowed str^w^ oir bj 
The leafless hedge, bsneath ths op^ hsaveos, 
The weary b««gar took imtrowbM rest* 
It was a musio of most heavenly 4oae» 
To which the heart leaped joyfioUy, and tUx 
Tha apirits danced: for hooeat fame*. men laid 
Their heads i^mb the blook, and while the axt 
Deaoended, looked. and fmiled.. U was of priear 
Invaluablo— riches, health, repose. 
Whole kiqgdomsv hfe» wars given for it, and. her 
Who got it was the winner totiU i and ht 
Who aald it, durst not opon his en* aof look 
On human fiMe, he knew himaalf ao Tile. 
Yet it, .irith «U iUk precionsnessi waa dvM 
To vurtue, and around her should have abed, 
ynasked, itassfoory smdl'; hot Viee> dafiMmitd 
Itaelf, and ugly, and of flarour ranl^ 
To rob fair Vhrtne of aolsvraet «n inooaaot 
And with itio nnoint and salve its own . 
Rotten uken, and per&me the paih tU^ led 
Tie deaths siMve di^ by a tbowand ipanni; 
And oft succeeded to make Virtue sour 
In the wdrld's nostrils, and itsioathly self 
SmeH sweetly, fiumour wsf tbo roassangsr 
Of d^amatiott^^nd so swift that none 
Coukl be the first to tell an evil uio; 
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And was withal 00 infinnona for Km, 
That h6 who of her aeyinga 00 his creed 
The fewest entered, was deemed wisest nuuu 
The foolf'and many who had credit too- 
For wisdom, grossly swallowed aU she ssid 
UMified ; and akhongh at< every word 
They heard her eontradict herself, and saw 
Hourly they wers imposed npon, and mocked, 
Tet sdll they ran to hear her speak, and stared, 
Aiid wondered mnch, and stood aghast, and said*—' 
It eotild not be ; and while they blnshed for shams 
At their own faith, and seemed to dovbt— be- 

lieved, 
And whom they met, with many saaetions, told. 
So did eiperielioe fail to teach-; so hard 
It was to learn this simple truth, eonfinned 
At every comer by a thonsaod pwobr^ ^ 

That cominon fiuxre most impudently Jisd. 

' 'Twas Slander filled her month with lying 

words{ 
Slander, the foulest whelp of Sin : the nian 
In whom this spirit entered was undene. 
His «i>ng«e was Set on fire of helU his heart 
Was Mack as death { bis legs wew fiunt with 

haste 
To propagate the lie his soul had framed ; 
His pillow was the peace of families 
Destroyed, the sigh of innocence reproached, 
Broken friendships, and the strife of brocherhDodsi 
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Yet did he spare his sleep, and bear the plock/ 
Number the midnight watches* on his bed . 
Perising mischief m<Qre : and early rose,> 
And made most heUish meals of good, men's 
names. 

* 

From dodr to doer yon might have seen bam 
' speed, 
' Or placed unidst a group of gaping fools. 
And whispering in thsir eaDS, with Ma fool lips* 
,Peaee.fled the neighbourhood in which he made 
His haantB4 and like a moral pestilence, 
Betore his breath^the healthy shoots, a^d blooms 
Of social joy, and han^nass, decayed. 
Fools only in his company were seen. 
And those Ibrsakjen of God, and to themselves 
Giyen up: the prudent shiian#d himf and his 
' bouse^ 

As one wfao had a deadly moral plague. 
Arid &in would all huve shunned bioei.at the dyy 
Of judgment ; but in vain. AH who,g8ve ear 
With gr^eduMss, or wittingly their tongi^s / 
Made heraid to his lie% around him >^led; * 
While on hie foee, thro«»n back by. injured m^n, 
In characters of e?ssr*blttehing shame, > 

Appeared tdn thousand sUmd«r»i aU hi^ own.- 1 

Among the «eciM'sed, who sought a hiding* 
place • , 

In vain, from fieroeneas of Jehovah> r«ge^ 
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And from' the hot dtspleasare of the Lamb, 
Most'WTBtched, most contemptible, most vile, 
Btood the fdse priest, a&d in his consoienoe hli 

'' The fellest gtiaw of the undying Worn. 
And so he might, for he had on his ha^ 
The blood of souls, that would not wipe away. 

' Hear whM t^ was 9-**H6 swot« in sight of God, 
And man, to preach his master, Jesus Christ ; 
Yet preached hhnself : lie swore that love of souls 
Alone, had drawn him to the church i yet strev^ 
Tfae-path that led to hell ^th tempting floweri, 
And in the ear of sinners, as they took 

*■ 1%e way of death, lie whispered peace t he swttre 
Away all love of lucre, dldesif« 
f earthly pomp, and yet -a prineely teat 
He liked, and to the ctinh of MamiBoii's bex • 
Gave'mbstrapaeionieair; his prophecies, 
He swore, were from the Lord ; and yet taught 

lies 
For gain'; with quaekish oimmeiit healed tiie 

wounds 
And bruises of the soul outside, but left. 
Within the pestileni Mafter, wiobserimd, 
"To sap the moral constitution quite, 
And soon to burst again, inelirable. 
He with untempered mortar •danbedthewaUe 
Of Zion, saying, Peace, when there wss none. 
The itian who came wbh thirsty soul to hear 
Of Jesus, went away unsatisfied : 
Fot he another gospel preached than Paul, 
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And one tliat had no Bavioor m*t. And yet 
Hia life was worse. Faith, charity, and love, 
Humility, forgiveness, holinesa, 
Were words well lettered in his sabbalfa creed ; 
But with his life he wrote as plain-^revenge, 
Pride, tyranny, and lust of Wealth and power 
Inordinate, lewdness unashamed. 
Re' was a wolf in- clothing of the iamb; ' - 

That stole into the fold of God, and on 
The blood of ^ouls which he did sell to death, - - 
Grew fat t and yet when any would have turned 
Him out, he cried :— Touch not the j)riest of (^rbd. 
And that he was anointed, fdols believed: ^^'f * , 
But knew that day, he was the devil's priest k ^ 
Anointed by the luiiida of Sin and Death, 
And set peculiarly apart to ill,«» 
WhHe on' him smoked the vieals of perdition 
Poured m^asaretttn. Ah m* 1 what eiuiing then 
'Wte helped upon hie head by rained soak, 
That chitrged him with their muider, as he auM 
With eye of all the tmredeemed, most sad, " • 
WaiHiigihe eoraifig of the Son of Man! 
But let me pause, fat thou haet eeen his plaw, 
Attd ptuushment) beyond the sphere soMove. 

Mttch was removed that tenpted onee to sinl 
A^riee no geldj no wine the drunkard saw : 
But Envy had enough, «8 heretofore, 
To fill his heart with gall and bitterness. 
What made the man of envy what he was. 



972 THE COU&SB OF TUU. 

Wu worth in others, vileness in himself; 

A lust of praise, with undeserving deeds, 

And conscious poverty of soul : and still 

It was his earnest work and daily toil 

With lying tongue, Jo make the noble 8«em 

Mean as himself. On fame's high hill he mw 

The laurel spread its everlasting green* 

And wished to climb; huX felt his knees too 

weak : 
And stood below, unhappy, laying handa 
I Upon the strong, ascending gloriously 
The steps of honour, bent to draw them back ; 
Involving oft the brightness of their path 
Iq mists his broath had raised. Whene'er be heard, 
As oft, he did, of joy and happiness. 
And great prosperity, and rising worth, 
'Twaa like a wave of wormwood o'er hia soul 
Rolling its bitterness. His joy was woe : 
The woe of others 9 when, irom wealth to wnt. 
From praisea to repioaeh, from peaee to strife, * 
From -mirUi to tears, he-saw a brother (all» 
Or virtue mako a 8tip---his dreams were swftb 
Bat ehief with slaader, daughter of his own, * 
He. took unhallowed pleasure : when she ttlktd* 
And with her filthy lips defiled the best. 
His oar drew near ; with wide atteotioQ gaped 
Hii mouth ; his eye, well pleaeed, as eager gated 
As glutton, when the dish he most desired , 
Was placed before him ;. and a horrid mirth. 
At iittsnrab, with laaghter shook hia sidaa^ ' 
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The critiit, too, who, for a bit of bread, 
In book that fell aside before the hik 
Was dry, poured forth exceesive noneenae, gaVe 
Him much delight. The critice**«mie, bat few, 
Were worthy men : and earned renown whieh had 
Immortal roote : bat moBt were weak and vile : 
And as a cloudy awarm of sumoier flies. 
With angry hum and slender lance, beset 
The sides of some huge animal ; so £d 
They buzz about the illustrious man, and fain 
With his immortal honour, down the sireehd 
Of fame would hare descended ; but alas ! 
The hand of Time drove them away t they W6re, 
Indeed, a simple race of men, who had ' 
One only art, which taught them still to say-^ 
Whatever was d6ne, m%bt have been better 

done: 
And wtdi this as't, not ill to learfi, they made 
A shift te live : but sometimes too, beneath 
The dost they raised, was worth awhile obscured ; 
And then did Envy prophesy and Niugh. 
O Efivy ! hide thy bosom ! hide it deep \ 
A thousand snaikes, with black envenomed immihs 
Nest there, and hiss, and feed through all thy 
< het^rt! 

Stteh one I saw, here interposing, said -> 
rrtie new arrived, in that dark den of shame. 
Whom, who hath seen shall never wish to see 
Again : before him, iii the infernal gloom, 

18 
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That oniQfprageiit shape of Virtue atood, 
On which he ever threw his eye ; and like 
A cinder that bad life and feelingi eeemed > 
His face, with iaward pining, to be what 
He could sot be. Aa behig that had bjomed 
Coniinttally in slow conanming ike, 
Half an et^inity, and waa to burn 
For evermore, he looked. Oh ! sight to bo 
Forgotten ! thought too borxibie to think ! 

Eat say, bdieving in such woe to come, < ' 
Such drendliil certaiiity of endless paio, 
Co^i beings of forecasting mouhl, aa thou 
Entitlest men, deliberately walk on, ' 

Unsc«red,.and overleap their own belief 
Into the. lake of wet burning fire f 

Thy toQe<of asking seems to mi^e reply, 
And rightly seems t They did no^ so belieive. 
Not one of aU (hou saw'st Ifonenit and wafl 
In Tophet, perfectly believed the word 
Of God, else none had thither gon^* Absnrd* 
To think that beings made with Teaaon, formed 
To calculate, compare, choose, and rc\iect, , 
By nature taught, and self, and every sense, 
To choose the good and pass the evil by. 
Could, with fall credence of a time to comet ' 
When all the wicked should be really damned, 
And cast beyond the sphere of light and lov^» ' 
Have peiMTcred in sin ! Too feoli«h tfaia 
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Fer folly in its prime. Can dnght 4hat tldnks, 
And wills, choose certain evil and reject 
Good, in bis heart believing he does so ? 
Could man choose pain, instead of endless joy? 
Mad supposition, though maintained by some 
Of honest mind. Behold a man condemned ! ' 
Either he ne*er inquired, and. therefore he 
Could not believe ; or else he carelessly 
Inquired, and something other than the wdd 
Of God received into his eheated faith, 
And therefore he did not believe, but down 
To hell descended, leaning on a he. 
Faith was bewildered much, by men who meant 
To make it clear — so simple in itself; 
A thought so mdimental and' so plain, 
That none by comment could it pinner make. 
All ftdth was one : in object, not in kind 
The difference lay. The faith that saved a soul, 
And that which in the common truth befieved, 
In essence were the same. Hear then, what faitfi , 
True, Christian faith, which brought aalvation, 

was:— 
Belief in all that €rod revealed to men s 
Observe—in all that God revealed to men ; 
In all he promised, threatened, oommattded, said, 
Without exception, and without a doubt. 
Who thus believed, being by the Spirit touched, 
As naturally the fruits df faith praduced-^ 
Truth, temperance, meekness, holiness, and 

love — 



-276 YBB covxsK or Tixi. 

As haniftn eye from darkness sought the light. 
How could he else f If he who had firm &ith 
The morrow's sun should rise, ordered affairs 
Aeoordingly ; if he who had firip faith 
That spring* and summer* and autumnal days 
Should pass away, and winter really come* 
Prepared accordingly ; if he who saw 
A bolt of dei^ approaching,, turned aside 
An4 let it |Mis8 ; as^surely did |!he man 
Who Terily. believed the word of God, 
Though erring whiles, its general laws obey, 
Turn back fioom hell, wad take the way to 
lie4iven« 

That fsith was necessary, some alleged, 
Unreined and uncontrollable by will. 
Invention savouring much of hell ! Indeed, 
.It was the msster-stroke of wickedness, 
Last effort of Abaddon's council dark, 
To make man think himself a slave to fate, 
And worst of all, a slave. to fate in fiiuth. 
For thus 'twas reasoned then:'— From fi^ith alone. 
And from opinion, springs all aotion : honoe, 
If faith's compelled, so is ail action too : 
. But deeds compelled are not accountable ; 
So man is not amenable . to God. 

Arguing that brought such monstrous birth, 
' though good 
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It teemed, must have been fidte: meet false it 

waa. 
And by the book of God condemned throughout. 
We freely own that truth, when eet before 
The mind, with perfect evidence, compelled 
fielief : but error lacked such witness still. 
And none, who now lament in moral night. 
The word of God refused on evidence 
That might not have been set aside, as false. 
To reason, try, choose and rejedt, was free : 
Hence God, by £uth, acquitted, or condemned; 
Hence righteous men, with liberty of will 
Believed ; and hence thou saw'st in Erebus, 
The wicked, who as freely disbefieved 
What else had led them to the land of life. 
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ANALYSIS. 



An apostrophe to I^eligion, Virtue, Piety, or love 
of HoUness. 

Description of seyeral classes of the redeemed. 
The faithful minister, the true philosopher, the 

. righteous governor, the uncorrupted statesman, 
the brave general, the man of active l|enevolenee 
and charity, the Christian hard. And the most 
numerous among the saved were such, who on 
earth were eclipsed by lowly circumstances, 
many of whom were seen " highest and finit in 
honour.** 

Suddenly an innumerous host of angels, headed by 
Michael and Gabriel, descended from heaven, 
silently and without song, and lifting mankind 
into mid air, parted the good and bad ; to the 
right and left, the good to weep no more, and 
the bad never to smile again ; the righteous 
placed "beneath a crown of rosy Hght," and 
the wicked were driven and bound under a cloud 
of darkness, where stood also Satan and his le* 
gion, awaiting the judgment and punishment 
due to their rebellion. 
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Fairbst of those that left the calm of heaven 
And ventared down to man, with wotds of peace, 
Daughter of Grace ! known by whatever namci 
Religion ! Virtue ! Piety ! or Love 
Of Holiness !' the day of thy reward 
Was come. Ah! thou wast long despised: despised 
By those &oa wooedst from death to endless life. 
]^odest and meek, in garments white as those 
That seraphs wear, and countenance as mild 
As Mercy looking on Repentance' tear^ 
With eye of purity, now darted up 
To God's eternal throne, now humbly bent 
Upon thyself, and weeping down thy cheek 
1*nat glowed with universal love immense, 
A tear, pure as the dews that iail in heaven ; 
In thy left hand, the olive branch, and in 
Thy right, the crown of immortality— 
Wilh noiseless foot, thou walkedst the vales at 

earth, 
Beseeching men from age to age, to turn 
From .utter death — to turn from woe to bliss ; 
Beseeching evermore, and evermore 
Despised — ^not evermore despised, not now, 
Not at the day x>f doom : most lovely then, 
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Most honourable thou appeared, and most 

To be desired. The guilty heard the song 

Of thy redeemed, how loud ! and saw thy face» 

How fair ! — Alad ! it was too kite ! the hour 

Of making friends was past ; thy favour then 

Might not be sought : but recollection, sad 

And accurate, as miser counting o'er 

And o'er again the siim he must lay out, 

Distinctly in the wicked's ear rehearsed 

Each opportunity despised and lost ; 

While on them gleamed thy holy look, that like 

A fiery torrent went into their souls. 

The day of thy reward was come — ^the day 

Of great remuneration to thy iriends ; 

To those, known by whatever name, who sought 

In every place, in every time, to do 

Unfeignedly their Maker's will, revealed, 

Or gathered else from nature's school; well 

pleased 
With God's applause alone, that, like a stream 
Of sweetest melody, at still of night 
By wanderer heard, in their most secret eaTf 
For ever whispered, Peace ; and as a string 
Of kindred tone awoke, their inmost soul. 
Responsive, answered. Peace ; inquiring stOI 
And searching, night and d^, to know thdr 

duty — 
When known, Mrith undisputing trust, with lovtt 
Unquenchable, with zeal, by reason's lamp 
IniiapMd— '{forming ; and to Him, by whose 
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Profound, tU-caloolatiDg skill alone, 

Results— fesolts even of the slighlest act. 

Are fully gtasped, isith unsuspicious iatth, 

All oonsequenoes leaving^ ; to abound 

Or want alike prepared ; who knew to be 

Exalted how, and how to be abased ; 

How best to hve, and how to die when asked. ^ 

Their prayers sincere, their alms in sMret done. 

Their fightings with themselves, their abstinence 

From pleasure, though by mortal eye unseen. 

Their hearts^of resignation to the will 

Of Heaven, their patient bearing of reproach 

And shame, their charity, and fSuth, and hope» 

Thou didst remember, and in full repaid. 

No bankrupt thou, who a:t the bargaioed hour 

Of payment due, sent to his eteijiton 

A tale of losses and misdanoes long. 

Insured by God himself, and from iie stoieo 

And treasures of bis wealth at will suppUed, 

Religion I thou alone, of all that men, 

Otk Barth, gave credit, to be reimbursed 

On the other side the grave, didst keep thy woid, 

Thy day, and all thy promises fulfilled. 

■ r 

As in the mind, rich with unborrowed wealth. 
Where multitudes of thoughts for uttemnce strivoy 
And all so fiur, that each seems worthy first 
To^nter on the tongue, and from the lips 
Have passage forth,— selection hesitates. 
Perplexed, and loses time; anxious, since all 
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Cannot be taken, to take the best ; and yet 
Afraid, lest what be left be worthier stiil ; 
And grieving mttch, where all so goodly look. 
To leave rejected one, or in the rear 
Let any be obscured : so did the bard. 
Though not unskilled^ as on that multitude 
Of men, who once awoke to judgment, he 
Threw back reflection, hesitating, pause. 
For as his harp, in tone severe, had sung 
What figux^ the most famous sinners made. 
When from the grave they rose unmasked ; so 

did 
He wish to character the good : but yet 
Among so many, glorious all, all worth 
Immortal fame, with whom begin, with whom 
To end, was difficult to choose ; and long 
His auditors, upon the tiptoe raised 
Of ezpectadon, might have kept, had not 
His eye-'~for aoit is in heaven, that what 
Is needed always is at hand — ^beheld. 
That moment, on a mountain near the throne 
Of Ood, the most renowned of the redeemed 
Rejoicing ; nor who first, who most to praise, 
Debated more ; but thus, with sweeter note. 
Well pleased to sing, with highest eulogy, 
And &:st, whom Grod applauded most, — began. 

With patient ear, thou now hast heard — though 
whiles 
Asid^ digressing, ancient feeling turned 
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My l)rrd,^--wkat shame the wicked had that day ; 
Whia wailing, what remone : so hear in bnef« 
How bold the righteous stood— the men re- 
deemed ! 
How fair in virtue ! and in hope how glad \ • 
And first among the holy shone, as best 
Became, the fiuthful minister of God. 

See where he walks on yonder mount, that lifts 
lu summit high, on the right hand of bliss ! 
Sublime in glory ! talking with his peers 
Of the Incarnate Saviour's love, and past 
Affliction, loet in preeent joy ! See how 
His face with heavenly ardour glows ! and how 
Jits hand, enrmptured, strikes the golden lyre I 
As now conversing of the Lamb once slain. 
He speaks ; and now, from vines that never hear 
Of winter, but in monthly harvest yield 
Their fruit abundantly, he plucks the grapes 
Of life ! but what he was on earth it most 
Behoves to say :— -Elect by GUxl himself; 
Anointed by the Holy Ghost, and set 
Apart to the great work of savmg men ; 
Instructed fully in the will divine ; 
Supplied with grace in store, as need might ask ; 
Ami with the stamp and signature of heaven. 
Truth, mercy, patience, holiness and love, 
Accredited ;-^he was a man by God, 
The Lord, commissioned to make known to men, 
The eternal eounsels ; in his Master's namS} • 



S86 TBS COUSSE OF TIIIZ. 

To treat with them of evertasting things ; 

Of life, death, blisa, and woe: to offer terms 

Of pardon, grace, and peace, to the rebelled; 

To teach the ignorant soul ; to cheer the sad ; 

To bind, to loose with all authority ; 

To give the feeble strength, the hopeless hope; 

To help the halting, and to lead the bliivl i 

To warn the careless ; heal the sick of heart ; 

Avouse the indolent ; and on the proud 

And obstinate oifender, to denounce 

The wrath of God. Ail other men, what name 

Soe'er they bore, whatever office held, 

If lawful held-r-the magistrate supreme. 

Or else subordinate, were chosen by raen» 

Thek fellows, and from men derived their powei, 

And wem aooouiitable ibr all they did 

To men ; but he alone his office held 

Immediately from God, from God received 

Authority, aad was to none but God 

Amenable. The elders of the ehurch, 

Indeed, upon him laid their hands, and set 

Him visibly q[>art to preach the word 

Of life; but this was merely outward rite, 

And decent ceremonial, performed 

On air alike ; and oft, as thou hast heard, 

Performed on those, God never sent : his call. 

His coneecntion, his anointing, all 

Were inward ; in the conscience heard and felt. 

Thus by Jehovah chosen and ordained. 

To take into hit charge the souls of men ; 
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And for hie trnst to answer at the day 
' Of j^idgment--^eat plenipotent of heaven. 
And representatlTe of God on earth — 
Ftarleaii of men and devils ; unabashed 
^ By tin enthroned, or mockery of a prince ; 
Umwed by armed legions ; unseduced 
By offered bribes ; burning with love to soula 
Unquenchable, and mindful still of his 
Great eharge and vast responsibility. 
High in the temple of the living God 
He stood, amidst the people, and declared 
Aloud the truth, the whole revealed truth. 
Ready to seal it with his blood. Divine 
Resemblance most complete ! with mercy now. 
And love, his face, illumed, shone gloriously ; 
And frowning DOW indignantly, it seemed 
As if offended Justice, from Us eye, 
Screamed forth vindictive wrath! Men heard 

ularined; 
.The nncirgumcised infidel believed ; 
Light thonghted Mirth grew serious and wept ; 
Thejaogh profane sunk in a sigh of deep 
Repentance ; the blasphemer, kneeling, prayed, 
And, prostrate in the dost, for mercy called ; 
Aod cnrsed old forsaken sinners gnashed 
Their teeth, as if their hour had been arrived. 
Such were his calling, his commission such t 
Yet he was humble, kind, forgiving, meek. 
Easy to be entreated, gracious, mild ; 
And with all patience and affection, taught. 
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Rebuked, persuaded, solaced, coniuieUed, warned; 
In fenreht style and manner. Needy, poor. 
And dying men, like music, beard bk feet 
Approach their beds ; and guilty wretches took ' 
New hope, and in his prayers wept and smiled. 
And blessed him, as they died forgiven ; and all 
Saw in his face contentment, in his life, 
The path to glory and perpetual joy. 
Deep learned in the philosophy of heaven, 
He searched the causes out of good and ill. 
Profoundly calculating thdr effects 
Far past the bounds of Ume ; and balancing, 
In the arithmetic of future things, 
The loss and profit of the soul to all 
Eternity. A skilful workman he, 
In God's great moral vineyard ; what to prune 
With cautions hand, he knew ; what to uproot ; 
'"What were mere weeds, and what celestial plants. 
Which had unfading vigour in them, knew : 
Nor knew alone ; but watched them night and 

day, 
And reared and nourished them, till fit to-be 
Transplanted to the Paradise above. 

O ! who can speak his praise ! great, hamMd 
man! 
He in the current of destruction stood, ' 
And warned the sinner of his woe ; led on 
Immanuel's armies in the evil day ; 
And with the everlasting arms, embrmeed 
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Ifimself around, stood in the dreftdliii front 

Of battle, high, and warred victonouffly 

With death and hell. And now was come hie rest, 

His triumph day : JUitstrious like a 8Qn» 

In that assembly, he, shining fixmi far, 

Most excellent in glory, stood assured* 

Waiting the promised orowii, the promised throjiei 

The welcome end approval of bis Lord. 

Nor one alone, but many— prophets, priests,, 

Apostles, great reformers, all .that serred 

Messiah faithfully, like stars appeared, 

Of fairest beam ; and round them gatheredi clad' 

In white,' the vouchers of their ministry*— 

The flock their care had nourished, fed, and save^* 

Nor yet in common glory, blaxingi stood 
The true philosopher, decided friend 
Of truth and man ; determined .fee of all 
Deception,-— calm, collected, patient, wise. 
And humble ; undeceived by outward sliape 
Of things ; by faehion's reveh^y michajrmed ; 
By honour unbewitched ;— he left the^ ohase 
Of vanity, and all the quackeries 
Of life, to fools and hei^oee, or whoe'er 
Desiitd them ; and with reasqa, much despised, 
Traduced, yet heavenly reason, to th6 shade 
Retired— retired, but not to- dream, or build 
Of ghostly fancies, seen in the deep noon 
Of sfeep, ill balanced theories ; retired. 
But did not leava mankind ; in pity, Dot 

19 
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In wrath, retired; and Btill, though distant, kept 
Hie eye on men ; at proper angle took 
His stand to see them better, and beyond 
The clamour which the bells of foI)y made» 
That most had hung about them, to consult 
With nature, how their madness might be cured. 
And how their tme substantial comforts might 
Be multiplied. Religious mani what God 
By prophets, priests, evangelists, revealed 
Of sacred truth, he thankfully received, . 
^nd, by its light directed, went in search 
-Of more t before him, darkness fled : and all 
The goblin tribe, that hung upon the breasts 
Of night, and haunted still the moral gloom t^- 
With shapeless forms, and blue infernal lights, 
And bdistinct and devilish whisperings^ 
That the mieeducated fancies vexed 
Of superstitious men,-^at his approi^ch. 
Dispersed invisible. Where'er he went. 
This lesson still he taught : To fear no ill 
But sin, no being but Almighty God. 
All-comprehending sage ! too hard alone 
For him was man's salvation ; all besides, 
Of use or- eomlbrt, that distinction made 
-Between the desperate savage* scarcely raised 
Above the beast whose flesh he ate undressed. 
And the most polished of the human raoe» 
Was product oif his persevering search. 
Religion owed him much, as from the &lse 
She suffered much ; for still his main designi 
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In all his contemplations, was to tfaoe 
'The wisdom, proridence, and love of €M, 
And to his fellows^ less observant, show 
Them forth. From prejudice redeemed', with 
ajl 

His passions still, above the common world, - 
Sublime in reason, and in aim sublime, 
He sat, and on the marvellous works of God, 
Sedately thought : now glancing np his eye 
Intelligem, through all the starry dance ; 
Ai>d penetrating now the deep remote 
or central catises, in the woipb opaque ^ 
Of matter hid ; now, with inspection nice, 
Entering the mystic labyrinths of the mind, 
Where thought, of notice ever shy, behind 
Thought disappearing, still retited ; and still. 
Thought meeting thought, and thought awaken- 
ing thought, 
And mingling still with thought, in endleaa 

maze, — 
Bewildered observation : now with eye, 
Yet more severely purged, looking far down 
lni6 the heart, where Passion wove a Web 
Of thousand thousand threads, in grain and hue 
Ail differeht ; then, upward venturing whiles, 
Bat reverently, and in his hand, the light 
Revealed, near the eternal throne, he gaaed. 
Philosophizing less than worshipping. 
Moat truly great ! his intellectual strength,' 
And knowledge vast, to men of lesser mintl 
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Reined infinite ;. yet from hia high purtuis. 
And reMonings most profound, he still returned 
Home, with an humbler and a warmer heaxt. 
And none so lowly bowed before his God* 
As none so well His awful majesty 
And goodness comprehended ; or so well 
His own dependency and weakness knew. 

How glorious now ! with vision purified 
At the Essential Truth, entirely free 
From error, he, investigating still — 
For knowledge is not found, unsought, in hea- 
ven.— 
From world to world at pleasure roves, on wing 
Of golden ray upborne ; or, at the feet 
Of heaven's most angient sages, sitting, hears' 
New wonders of the wondrous works of God. . 

lUustriouB too, that morning, stood tbe,m^ 
Exalted by the people, to the throne 
Of govemnxent, estf^blishcd on the base. 
Of justice, liberty, and equal right: 
Who, in his countenance subUme, expressed 
▲ nation's majesty, and yet was meek 
And homble ; and in royal palace gave 
Example to the meanest, of the fear i 

Of God, and all integrity of life 
And manners ; who, august, yet lowly ; who, 
Severe, yet gracious ; in his very heart 
Detesting all oppression^ all intent 
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Of privAte aggrandizement : and the first ' 
In every public duty ,— held the scaliss 
Of justice, and as the law, which reigned in hina^ 
CoMtnaaded, gate rewards ; or with the edge 
Vindictive, smote,*-^ow light, now heavily, 
According to the stature t)f the crime. 
CTomrpicuous, like an oak of healthiest bough, 
Deep rooted in his country's love, he stood 
And gave his hand to-Vihue, helping up ^ 

The honest man to honour and renown ; 
And with the look which goodness wears in wratha 
Withering the very blood of Knavery) 
And fitim his presence drivifig far, ashamed. 

Nor less remarkable, among the blest, 
Appeared the man, who, in the senate-house. 
Watchful, unhired, unbribed, and uncorrupt. 
And party only to the common weaT, 
In virtiie*B awfol rage, pleaded for right. 
With truth so clear, with argument so strong, . 
With action so sincere, and tone so loud 
And iSieepj as made the despot quake behind 
His adamantine gates, and every joint 
In terror smite his fellow-joint relaxed ; 
Or, marching to the field, in burnished steel, 
While, frowning on his brow, tremendous hung 
The writh of a whole people, long provoked,— 
Mustered the stormy wings of war, in day ' 
Of dreadfiil deeds ; and led the battle on. 
When liberty, swift ts the fires of heaven. 
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In fury rc»de, 'with all hfir boats* wid thww 

The tyrant down ; or drove invasion back. 

IIliii|trioas he — iUustrious all appeared, 

Who ruled supreme in righteousness ; or iield * 

Inferior place, in steadfast rectitude 

Of soul. Peculiarly severe had been n 

The nurture of their yputh; their knowledge 

great; 
Great was their wisdom ; great their cares, ana 

great - * 

Their Sj^lf-denial, and their service done 
To God and man ; and great was their reward • 
At hand, proportioned to fheir worthy deeda. 

Breathe all thy minstrelsy* immortal harpi 
Breathe numbers warm with love, while I xi^ 

hearse — 
Delightful theme ! reseinbling the songs 
Which, day and night, are sung before the 

Lamb ! — 
Thy praise, O Charity ! thy labours most 
Divine ; thy sympathy with sighs, and tears 
And groans ; thy great, thy god-like wish to heal 
All misery » all fortune's wounds ; and make 
The soul of every living thing rejoice. . 
O thou wast needed much in days of time ! 
No virtue, half so much; none half so fcdr ; 
To all the rest, however fine, thou gavest 
A finishing and polish, without which 
No man e'er entere4 heaven. Let me record ; 
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His pniM, — ^the man of great beneTolenoe* 

Who pressed ihee closely to his glowing heart, 

And to thy gentle bidding made his &et 

Swift minister. — Of all mankind, his soul 

Was most in harmony with ^eaTon : as oao 

Sole family of brothers, sisters, frienda; 

One in their origin, one in their rights 

To all the common gifts of providence,. 

And in their hop^, thoEr joys* and aoiiovii ona. 

He yiewed the universal human race. 

He needed not a law of state, to force 

Grudging submission to the liiw of God ; 

The law of love was in hia heart, alive : 

What he possessed, he counted not bis own, 

But hke a faithful steward, in a house 

Of public alms, what freely he receiyed, 

He freely gave ; distributing to all 

The helpless, the last mite beyond his own 

Temperate support, and reckoning still the gift 

But justice, due to want ; and so it was ; 

Although the world, with compliment not ill 

Applied, adorned it with a iiiirer name. 

Nor did he wait till to his door the voice 

Of supplication came, but went abroad. 

With foot as silent as the starry dews, 

la search of misery that pined unseen. 

And would not ask. And who can tell what 

sights 
He saw ! what groans he heard in that cold world 
Below ! where Sin. in league witji gloomy Death, 
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Marcked daily diroagh the length and breadth of 

all 
The hind, wasting at will, and making earth, 
Fair earth ! a laxar-honse, a dahgeon dark, 
Where DJaappoimmeiit fed on ruined Ho^e ; 
Where Guilt, worn out, leaned on the triple ed|^e 
Of want, remorse, despair; where Cmehy 
Reached forth a cap of wormwood to the lips 
Of Sorrow, that to deeper Sorrow w;ailed ; 
Where Mookerj, and Disease, and Poverty, 
Met miserable Age, erewhile sore bent 
With his own burden ;' while the arrowy winds 
Of winter pierced the naketil orphan babe, 
And oMlied the mother's heart, who had no home ; 
And where, alas ! in mid*time of his day. 
The honest man, robbed by some iriikin's hand^ 
Or with long sickness pale, and paler yet 
With wflnt and hunger, oft drank bitter draughts 
Of his own tears, and had no bread to eat. 
Oh! who eah tell whet sights he saw, what 

shapes 
Of wretchedness-! or who describe what smilos 
Of gratitude illnmed the face of woe. 
While from his hand he gave the bounty forth ! 
As when the sun, to Cancer Wheeling back. 
Returned from Capricorn, and showed the north. 
That long had lain in cold and cheerless night, 
His beamy countenance, all nature then 
Rejoiced together glad ; the flower looked up 
And smiled ; the forest from his locks shook off 
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The hoary fiPOBts, uid dapped his hands ^'tfaehvdi 
Awoke, and, singing, rose to meet the day ; 
iA.iid from his hollow den, whei^e many mon^ ^ 
He slumbered sad in darkness, biythe and light 
Of heait the savage sprang ; and saw again 
His moantains shine ; and With new aongs of lote, 
Allured the virgin-s ear — so did the house. 
The prison*faoiise of guilt, and all the abodes 
Of unprovided hopelessness, reTive, 
As on them looked the sunny messenger 
Of eharity ; by angek tended still. 
That marked his 4eeds, and wrote them in the 

book 
Of Grod'a remembrance t—*carele88 he to be 
Observed of men ; .or have each mite bestowed 
Recorded pnactuaily, with name and place, 
In every biU of news : pleased to do good. 
He gave and sought no inore-^nor <iuestioned 

much. 
Nor reasoned who deserved ; for well he knew 
The face df need. Ah me ! who oonld mistake I 
The shame to ask, the want that urged withiB, 
Composed a look so perfectly distinct 
From all else human, and withal so iuU 
Of mUieryy that none could pass untouched 
And be a christian ; or thereafter claim. 
In any form, the name or rights of man ; 
Or, at the day of judgment, lift his eye : 
\^ hile he, in name of Christ, who gave the poor 
A cup of waiter or a bit of bread. 
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ImiMtieiit Idr hb advent, waiting stood. 

Glowing in robea of love and holiaesa^ 

Heaven* fl faiieat dresa ! ami round him ranged iii 

white, 
A tbonsand witnaaaes appeared, prepared 
To tell htf gracious deeds before the throne. 

Nor nnrenowned among the moat renowned, 
Nor 'mong the fairest imadinired, that mom. 
When highest fame was proof of higheat worth, 
Pistinguiahed stood the bard ;'«fliot he, who sold 
The incommunicable heavenly gift. 
To Folly ; and with lyre of perfect tone, 
Prepared by God himself, for honeat praise- 
Vilest of traitors ! most dishonest man !-^ 
Sat by the door of Rain, and mad^e there 
A melody so sweet, and in the mouth 
Of drunkennesa and debauch, that else had 

croaked 
In natural discordance jarring hatrsh. 
Put so divine a song, that many turned ^ 
Aside, and entered in undone ; and thought. 
Meanwhile, it waa the gate of heaven ; so like 
An angel'a voice the musis seemed : nor he, 
Who, whining grievously of damsel coy, 
Or blaming fortune, that vrould nothing give ■ 
For doing nought, in indolent lament. 
Unprofitable, passed his piteous days. 
Making himself the hero of his tale^ 
Deserving ill the poet*s name. But he^ 
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The bard, b)r €kMl'«o^rn hattid aiUHiited, tirho» 

To VirtiM't aU-d^iigbting harmony. 

His numbers tuned ; who irom the fou»t of truth 

Poured welody, and ^beauty poured, and leYe, 

In holy atream, into the human heart; , , 

And' from the -heif ht of lofty argument^ 

Who justified (be waya of God to m^. 

And sung, what still he sings — approved in heaven, 

Though now with bolder note, above the diMnp 

Terrestrial^ which the pure celestial fire 

Cooled, and iiestrai&ed in p^rt his flaming wing* • 

Philosophy was deemed of deeper thought. 
And judgment more severe than Poetry ; 
To fable she, and fancy more incUned^ 
And yet if Fadey, to was understoodi 
Was of ereadye nature, or of power 
With self-wrought dtuff to build a fAm up, 
To ttioital mon. wonderful and strange. 
Philosophy, the theoretic, claimed . 
Undoubtedly the first and higheat place « 

In Fancy's fevour : her material souls ; 
Herchuice; her atoms shaped alike ; herwhitv 
Proved black ; her universal nothing, all ; 
And all her wondrous systems, how the mind ' 
With matter met ; how man was free, and yet 
All preordained ; how evil first began ; 
And chief, her speculations, soarings high, 
Of the eternal uncreated Mind, 
Which left aU reason, infinitely .iar » . 
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Behind'— cnitprimn^ feat of theory 1 

Were pare creation of her own : webs wote 

OfgoassOnerin Fancy's Ughtedt loom'; « 

■ And ii« where, on thel list of 'being mad# 

By God, recorded t but her look meanwhile ' - 

Was grave and atudioos ; and many thought 

She reasoned deeply, wh^ she wildly raved; 

The true, legitimate, an<^ted'bard, 
Whose song through ages ponied its melody, ^' 
Was most severely thoughtful ^ most minute 
And accurate of observation, most 
Faraniarty a6quainted whh all modes 
And phases of existence. True, no<doiibt, 
He had originally drunk, from out 
The fount of life aiH) love, a double draught. 
That gave, wimie'erhe tou<ihed, a double life; 
But this was mere desffe at first, and power 
Devoid of means to woi^by ; need was stili 
Of persevering, quick, inspeotive mood 
Of mind, Of iadthful memory, vastly stored, ' 
From universal being's ample field. 
With knowledge; and a judgment sound tad 

elear, ' 

Well disciplined in nature's tnhn of taste : 
Diseerning to select, arran)B^, combine, 
From infinite Variety, and still 
To nature true; and guide withal, hard task, 
The sacred living impetus divine. 
Discreetly throujgk the harmony of sotig. 
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CompTeted thus, the poet nung y and a^ • 
To agfe, enraptured, heard his iiaearares flow 
Enrapttired, for he poured the very hi 
And marrow of exiotenoe through bia veora^ ; 
And gave the soai-*Mhat else in aelfiah Gokl» 
Unwarmed by kindred interest, had lainf-*^ 
A roomy life, a glonHngTeliek high, 
A dweet expansive brotherhoad cf ^eung,'^ 
Joy answering joy, and sigh responding aigfa, . 
Through all the fibres of thj^ social heart. 
Observant, sympathetic, sound of head. 
Upon the ocean vast of human thought, 
With passion rough and stormy, venturing out, 
Even as the living billows rolled, he threw 
His numbers over them, seized as they were. 
And to perpetual ages left them fixed, 
To each, a mirror of itself displayed ; 
Despair for ever lowering dark on Sin ; 
And Happiness on Virtue smiling fair. 

He wa^ |he minister of fame ; and gave 

To whom he would repown ; nor missed himisieK 

Although de^pisii^g much the idiot roar 

.Of popular applause, that sudden oft 

.Unnaturally turning, whom it nursed 

Itself devpured,— the lasting fame, the praise 

Of God and holy men, to excellence given. 

Yet less he sought his own renown, than wished 

To hav« th^ eternal infiagas of truth 

And beauty, piptured^iaiu^ yessei admiceft 
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'Twas thete^ taking unmofftal ehipe afid form . 

BenMth fab aye, that chariaed bia midiught watcb , 

And oft his soul with awlal transports sbookr 

Of happiness* uafelt by other men. 

This- wss that speU; that adrcery, which bound • 

The poet to the lyfe, and, would not let 

Him go ; that hidden mystery of joy. 

Which nta^'Mm sbg- in spite of fortune's worst; 

And'Was, at once, both motiva and rsw^. 

Nor now among the choral harps, in this 
The native, clime of song, are those unknown, 
With higher note ascending, who» below, 
In holy ardour, aimed at lofty strains. 
True leime is never lost : many, whose names 
Were honoured much oa Earth, are famous here 
For poetry, and with archangel harps, 
Hold no uqequal rivalry in song ; 
Leading the choirs of heaven, in numbers high, 
In numbers ever sweet and ever new. 

Behold them yonder, Where the river pure' 
' Flows warbling down hefore the throne of God, 
And, shading, on each side, the tree of life 
Spreads its unfading boughs ! see how they shine, 
In garments white, quaffing deep draughts of loVe, 
And harping on their harps, new harmonies 
' Preparing for the ear of God, Most High ! 

But why should I, of individual worth. 
Of individttal glory, kmger sing f 



1 
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No true believer was ffiat day obscure ; 
Ko holy soul but hod efiougrh of joy ; 
jNo pious wish without its full reward. 
Who in the Father and the Son believed, 
With faith that wrought by love to holy deeds, 
And purified the heart, none trembled there, 
Nor had by earthly guise, his rank concealed : 
Whether, unknown, he tilled the ground remote, 
Observant of the seasons, and adored 
God in the promise yearly verified. 
Of seed-time, harvest, summer, winter, day 
And night, returning duly at the time 
Appointed ; or on the shadowy mountain side, 
Worshipped at dewy eye, watching his flocks ; 
Or, trading, saw the wonders of the deep, 
And as the needle to the starry pole 
Turned constantly, so he his heart to God ; 
Or else, in servitude severe, was taught 
To break the bonds of sin ; or, begging, learned 
Ta trust the Providence that fed the raven, 
And clothed the lily with her annual gown. 

Most nuinerous indeed, limong the saved, 
And many too, not least illustrious, shone, 
The men who had no name on earth : eclipsed 
By lowly circumstance, they lived unknown ; 
Like stream that in the desert warbles clear, 
Still nursing, as it goes, the herb and flower, 
Though never seen ; or like the star retired 
In solitudes of ether, far beyond 
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All flighty not of essential splendour lest, 
Though shining unobserved ; none saw their pure 
Devotion, ^one their tears, their faith, and love 
Which burned within them, both to God and maai 
None saw but God. He, in his bottle, all 
Their tears preserved, and every holy wbh 
Wrote dn Ins book; and not as they had done, 
fiat as they wished ynih all their heart to do. 
Arrayed them now in glory, and displayed,— 
No longer hid by coarse uncourtly garb — 
In lustre eqiialto their Inward worth. 

Man's time was past, and his eternity 
Begun ! no fear remained of change. The youtlit 
Who, in the glowing morn of vigorous life, 
High reaching after great religious deeds. 
Was suddenly cut olF, with all his. hopes 
In sunny bloom, and unaccomplished left 
Hjs withered aims, — saw everlasting days 
Before him dawning rise, in which to achieve 
All glprious things, and get himself the name 
That jealous Death too soon forbade on earth. 

Old things had passed! away, and all, was new : 
And yet of all the.new>begun, nought so 
Prodigious difference made, in the affairs 
And thoughts of every man, as certainty. 
For doubt, all doubt was gone, of every kind ; 
Doubt that ere while, beneath the lowest base ■ 
Of moral reasonings^ deepest laid, crept in, 
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And made the strongest, best eemented towerf 
Of haman workmanship^ so weakly shakoi 
And to their lofty tops so waver still. 
That those who built them, feared their siiddmi 

fall. 
But doubt, all doubt was past ; and in its plao9, 
To every thought that in the heah of man 
Was present, now hsd come an absohite. 
Unquestionable certainty, which gave 
To each decision of the mind, immense 
Importance, raising to its proper height 
The sequent tide of passion, whether joy 
Or grief. The good tnan knew, in very truth, 
That he was saved to all etei^nity. 
And feared no more ; the bad had proof complete, 
That he was damned for ever ; and believed 
Entirely, that on every wicked soul 
Anguish should come, and wrath and att«r wod. 



Knowledge was roudi increeMd, but 
more. 
The film of Time, that atill before the sight 
Of mortal vision danced, and led the best 
Astray, pursuing unsubstantial dreams. 
Had dropped iirom every eye« men saw that tlury 
Had vexed themselves in vain, to understand 
What now no hope to understand remained ; 
That they had often counted evil good* 
And good for ill ; laughed when they should hav* 

.. wept, 

20 
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And wept forlorn when Ood intended mirth. 

But what of all their follies past, snrpnsed 

Them most, and seemed most totally insane 

And wiacoountable, was value set 

On objects of a day ; was serious grief. 

Or joy, for Io6S> or gain of mortal things ; 

So utterly impossible it eeemed, 

When men their proper interest saw, that aught 

Of tertninable kind, that aught which e'er 

Could die, or cease to be, however named. 

Should make a human soul, a legal heir, 

Of everlasting years, rejoice or weep 

In earnest Inood ; for nothing now seemed worth 

A thought, but faftd eternal bearing in't. 

Mueh truth had been assented to in Time, 
Which never, till this day, hod made a due 
Impression on the heart. Take one example ; 
Early from heaven it was revealed, and oft 
' Repeated in the world, from palpits preached, 
And penned and read in holy books, that God 
lespected not the persons of mankind. 
Kad this been truly credited and felt, 
The king, in purple robe, had owned, indeed, 
Tlie beggar for his brother ; pride of rank 
And office thawed into paternal love ; 
Oppression feared the day of equal righce, 
Predicted ; covetous extortion kept 
In mind the hour of reckoning, soon to come 
And bribed bjustice thought of being jodgeou 
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When he should stand on equal foot beside 
The man be wronged. And surely — nay, 'tis 

true, 
Most true, beyond all whispering of doubt. 
That he, who lifUd up the reeking scourge. 
Dripping with gore from the slave's back, befora 
He struck again, had paused, and seriously 
Of that tribunal thought, where God himiBelf 
Should look him in the face, and ask in wrath, 
Why didst thou this? Man! was he not diy 

brother ? 
Bone of thy bone, and flesh and blood of thine f 
But ah ! this truth, by heaven and reason taught. 
Was never fully credited on earth. 
The titled, flattered, lofty men of power, 
WhosQ wealth bought verdicts of applause for 

deeds 
Of wickedness, could ne*er believe the time 
Should truly come, when judgment shoukl pro- 
ceed 
Impartially against them, and they, too, 
Have no good speaker at the Judge's ear, 
No witnesses to bring them ofi'for gold, 
No power to turn the sentence from ltd course ; 
And they of low estate, who saw themselves, 
Day after day, despised, and wronged, and 

mocked, . 
Without redress, could scarcely think the day 
Should e'er arrive, when (hey in truth should 
stand 
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On perfect level with the potentates 
And princes of the earth, and have their cause • 
Examined Mrly, and their rights allowed. 
But now this truth was felt^ believed and felt» 
That men were really of a common stock ; 
That no man ever had been more than man. 

Much prophecy— revealed by holy bards,. 
Who sung the will of heaven by Jodah^s streams^ 
Much prophecy that waited long, the scoff 
Of lips uncircumcised, was then fulfilled; 
To the last tittle scrupulously fulfilled. 
It was foretold by those of ancient days, 
A time should come, when wickedness shoukl 

weep 
Abashed ; when every lofty look of man 
Should be bowed down, and all his haughtiness 
Made low ; when righteousness alone should lift 
The head in glory, and rejoice at heart ; 
When many, first in splendour and renown. 
Should be most vile ; and many, lowest once 
And last in poverty's obscurest nook, 
Highest and first in honour should be seen, 
Exalted ; and when some, when all the good. 
Should rise to glory, and eternal life ; 
And all the bad, lamenting, wake, condemned 
To shame, contempt, and everlasting grief. 

These prophecies had tarried long ; so long 
That many wagged the head, and, taunting, asked« 
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When flhall they oome f But asked nor more, nor 

mocked \ 
For the reproach of prophecy was wiped 
Away, i^d every word of God found true. 

And O ! what chimge of state I what change 
cf ratik ! 
In that aaaembly every where was seen ! 
The humble-hearted laughed ; the lofty mourned ; 
And every man according to bis works 
Wr9Ught in the body, there took character. 

Thus stood they mixed ! all generations stood 
Of all mankind ! innumerable throng ! 
Great harvest of the grave ! waiting the will 
Of Heaven, attentively and silent all. 
As; forest epreading out beneath the calm 
Of evening skies, when even the single leaf 
Is hoard diatinctly rustle down and fell ; 
S# silent they, when from above, the sound 
Of rapid wheels approached, and suddenly 
In hea^ven. appeared a host of angels strong 
With chariots and with steeds of burning fire t 
Cherub, and Seraph, Thrones, Dominions, Pow* 

• er». 
Bright in celestial armour, dazzling, rode : 
And: leading in the front, illustrious shone 
Michael and Gabriel, servants long approved 
In high commission, — ^girt that day with power. 
Which nought created, man or devil, might « 
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RMist : nor waited gazing long ; but quick 
Descending, silently and without sOng, 
As servants bent to do their master's work, 
To middle air they raised the human raoe^ ^ 
Above the path long travelled by the sun ; 
And as a shepherd from the >heep divides 
The goats ; or husbandman, with reaping bonds. 
In harvest, Bepamtes the preciottt wheat, 
Selected fi^m the tares : sq did they pat-t 
Mankind ,-Hhe good and bad, to right and left,— 
To meet no more ; these ne*6r again to smile; 
Nor those to weep ; these never more to share 
Society of mercy with the saints ; 
Nor, henceforth, those to suffer with the vilfl. 
Strange parting ! not for hoars, nor days, nor 

months, 
Nor for ten thousand times ten thousand fvan ; 
But for a whole eternity ! though fit. 
And pleasdnt to the righteous, yet to all 
Strange and most strangely felt ! The sire, to 

right 
Retiring, saw the son, sprung firom his loins, 
Beloved how dearly once-^^bnt who fofgot, 
Too soon, in sin'sjntoxicating cop» 
The father's warnings and the mother's tears-— 
Fall to the left among the reprobate. 
And sons redeemed, beheld the fathers, whom 
They loved and honoured once, gathered among 
The wicked: brothers, sisters, kinsmen, friends ; 
Husband and wife, who ate at the same board, 
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And «iuler the same roof, united, dwelt, 
From youth to hoary age^ bearing the chanoe. 
And change of time together ,-*fMrted then 
For evermore. But none whoae friendehip grew 
From viHue'e pure and everbeting root, 
Took different roads j-«ifaeae, knit in atiieter 

bonds 
Of amity, embracingt saw no more 
Death with his scytiie stand by, nor heard the 

word 
The bitter word, which closed all earthly friend* 

ships. 
And finished every feast of love^^Farewell. 
To all, strange parting ! to the wicked, sad 
And terrible ! new horror seised them while 
They saw the saints withdrawing, and with them 
AU hope of safety, all'dehiy of wrath. 



Beneath a crown of rosy Iight,-*4ike that 
Which once in Goshen, on the ^ks, and herde» 
And dwelUogs, smiled, of Jacob, while the land 
Of Nile was dark ; or like the pillar bright 
Of sacied fire, that stood above the sons 
Of Israel, when they camped at midnight by 
The foot of Horeb, or the desert side 
Of Sinai,^-now the righceointook their place. 
All took their place, who ever wished to go 
To heaven, for heaven's own sake ; not one re- 

mained 
Among the accursed, that e'er desired with all 
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TheheaFttoberadeemedf ; that ever SMglit 
Sttbmianvely to do the will of God, 
Howe'«ritoro8Mdhisown: ortoMcape 
Hall, for aught other than ita penal 6nB. 
All took thekr pkca rejoicing, and beheld, 
In centre of the crown of golden beama 
That canopied them o'er, these gracioua words, 
Bluahing with tints of lore i— Fear not, my aaints. 

To other sight of horrible dismay, 
Jehovah'a ministers, the wicked drove. 
And left them bound immoveable in chaina 
Of Justice: o'er their heada a bowless cloud 
Of in<fignation hung t a cloud it was 
Of thick and utter darkneaa ; rollings like 
An ocean, tides of livid, pitchy flame ; 
With thunders eharged, and l^htnings ruinous, 
And red with forked vengeance, such as wounds 
The sotti ; and full of angry ahapes of wrath; 
And eddiea, whirling with tumultuoua fii« ; 
And forms of terror raving to and fro ; 
And monsters, unimagined heretofore 
By guilty men in. dreams before their death. 
From horrid to more horrid changing atill, 
In hideous movement through that stormy gulf i 
And evermore the thunders, murmuring, spoke 
From out the darkness, uttering loud these worda. 
Which every guilty conscience echoed back : 
'* Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not." 



K 
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Dread words ! that barred ezcote, and tbrew the 
y weight 

Of evary man's perdition on himself 
Directly home. Dread words ! heard then, and 

heard 
For ever through the wastes of Erebns. 
'* Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not !" 
These were the woids which glowed upon the 

sword. 
Whose wrath burned tearfully behind the cursed. 
As they were driven away from God to Tophet. 
• Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not I" 
These are the words to which the harps of grief 
Are strung ; and to the chorus of the damned, 
The rocks of hell repeat them evermore ; 
Loud echoed through the caverns of despair, 
And poured in thunder on the ear of Woe. 

^ Nor ruined men ak»ne, beneath that ch>ud, 
Tfambled : there Satan and his legions stood ; 
Satan the first and eldest sinner, bound 
For judgment t he, by other name, held once 
Conspicuous rank in heaven among the sons 
Of happiness, rejoicing day and night: 
But pride, that was ashamed to bow to God 
Most high, his bosom filled with hate, his face 
Made black with envy, and in his soul begot 
Thoughts gnilty of rebellion 'gainst the throno 
Of the Eternal Father and the Son,-*- 
Fiom averlaatittg built on righteousnesa. 
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Atk not how pride, in one cretted pun. 
Could grow ; or sin without example spring, 
Where holineee alone was sown : esteem U . 
Enough^ that be, ee erery being made 
By God, was m&de entirely holy, had 
The will of GnA before him aet for law 
And regulation of his life { and power 
To do as bid ; but was, meantime^ left free. 
To prove his worth, his gratitude, his love ; 
How proved besides f for how could service doM« 
That might not else have been withheld, evince 
The will to server which^ rather than the deed) - 
God doth require, and virtue counts alone f 
To (Bttand or fall, to do or leave undone. 
Is reason's lofty privilege, denied 
To all below, by instinct bound to ftiter 
Unmeriting ^like reward or blame. 

Thus free, the Devil cboda to disobey 
The will of God; and waa thrown out from 

heaven, 
And with him all his bad eiampie stained t 
Yet not to utter punishment decreed, 
But left to fill the measure of his sin, 
In tempting and seducing man-Hoo soon, 
Too easily seduced ! And from the day, 
He first set foot on earth-— of ranoonr fall. 
And pride, and hate, and malice, and revenge*-" ' 
He set himself, with most felonious aim, 
And hellish perseverance, to root oat 
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All-goocl, tnd m its place to plant all ill ; 

To rub and raze, from all created thlnga, 

The fur and holy portraiture dii^ne, 

And on them to enstamb bis features grim ; 

I'o draw all creatures off from loyalty 

To their Creator ; and to make them bow 

The knee to him. Nor failed of great aaccesfi 

As populous hell this day can testify. 

He held indeed large empire in the world, 

Contending proudly- with the King of heaveD. 

To him temples Were built, and sacrifice 

Of costly blood upon his altars flowed ; 

And, what best pleased him, for in show fad 

seemed 
Then likest God, whole nations bowing fell 
fiefore him, worshipping, and from his lipe 
Entreatod oraeles, which he, by priesta-* 
For many were his priests in every age- 
Answered, though guessing but at future things, 
And erring oft, yet still believed ; so well 
His ignorance, in ambiguous phrase, he veiled. 

Nor needs it wonder, that with man once fallen* 
His tempting should succeed. Large was his 

mind 
And understanding ; though impaired by sin, 
Still large ; and constant practice, day and night. 
In cunning, guile, and all hypocrisy. 
From age to age, gave him experience vast 
In sin^e dark tactics, such as boyish roan, 
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Unarmed by strength divine, could ill withstand. 
And well he knew his weaker side ; and still 
His lares with buts that pleased *th6 sensei 

busked ; 
To his impatient passions offering terms 
Of present joy, and bribing resson's eye 
With earthly wealth, and honours near at hand ; 
Nor failed to misadvise his future hope 
And faith, by false unkemeled promises 
Of heavens of sensual gluttony and bve. 
That suited best their grosser appetites. 
Into the sinner's heart, who lived secure, 
And feared him least, he entered at his will. 
But chief he chose his residence in courts, 
And conclaves, stirring princes up to acts 
Of blood and tyranny ; and moving priests 
To barter truth, and swap the souls of men 
For lusty benefices, and address 
Of lofty sounding. Nor the saints elect, 
Who walked with Ood, in virtue's path sablime* 
Did he not sometimes venture to molest ; 
In dreams and monients of unguarded thought, 
Suggesting guilty doubts and fears, that God 
Would disappoint their hope ; and in their way 
Bestrewing pleasures, tongued so sweet> and so 
In holy garb arrayed, that many stooped. 
Believing them of heavenly sort, and fell ; 
And to their high professions, brought disgraee 
And scandal ; to themselves, thereafter, long 
And bitter nights of sore repentance, veied 
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With shame, unwonted sorrow, and remorse. 
And more they should have fallen, and more haye 

wept. 
Had not their guardian angels,— who, by Grod 
Commissioned, stood beside them in the hour 
Of danger, whether craft, or fierce attack. 
To Satan's deepest skill opposing skill 
More deep, and to his strongest arm, an arm 
More strong,*— upborne them in their hands, and 

filled 
Their souls with all discernment, quick, to pierde 
His stratagems and fairest shows of sin. 

Now, like a roaring lion, up and down 
The world, destroying, though unseen, he raged : 
And now, retiring back to Tartarus, 
Far baek, beneath the thick of guiltiest dark. 
Where night ne'er heard of day, in council grim 
He sat, with ministers whose thoughts were 

damned, 
And there such plans derised, as, had nM God 
Checked and restrained, had added earth entire 
To hell, and uninhabited left heaven, 
Jehovah unadored* Nor unsevere. 
Even then, his punishment deserved : the Worm 
'That never dies, coiled in his bosom, gnawed 
Perpetually ; sin after sin, brought pang 
Succeeding pang ; and now and then the bolts 
Of Zion's King, vindictive, smote his soul 
With fiery woe to blast his proud designs s 
And gave him earnest of the wrath to come* 
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And chief, when on the cross, Messiah said, 

** 'Tis finished," did the edge of vengeance smile 

Him through, and all his gloomy legions touch 

With new despair. But yet, to be the first 

In mischief, to have armies at his call. 

To hold dispute with God, in days of Time 

His pride and malice fed, and bore him up 

Abore the worst of ruin : still, to plan 

And act great deeds, tho* wicked, brought at lewt 

The recompense which nature bath attached 

To all activity, and aim pursued 

With perseverance, good, or bad ; for as, 

By nature^s laws, immutable and just, 

Enjoyment stops where indolence begins ; 

And purposeless, to»morrow borrowing sloth* 

Itself, heaps on its shoulders loads of woe, 

Too heavy to be borne ; bo industry,*— 

To meditate, to plan, resolve, perform, 

Which in itself is good — as surely brings 

Reward of good, no matter what be done ; 

And each rewaMl the Devil had, as long 

As the decree eternal gave him space 

To work : but now, all action ceased ; his hope 

Of domg evil perished quite ; his pride, 

Hii courage, &iled him ; and beneath that elend, 

Which hung its central terron o'er his head| 

With all his angels, he, for sentence, stood. 

And rolled his eyes around, that uttered guilt 

And woe, in horrible perfection joined. 

As he had been the chief and leader, long, 



\ 
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Of Um apottftte erew that warred with God 
.And hofineei ; so now, among the bad, 
Loweit, and moat ibrlorn, and trembling moat. 
With all iniquity deformed and foul, 
With all paididon minoos and dark. 
He 8tQDd,*"-ezample awfol of the wrath 
Of God ! aad mark, to which all mn must fall !— 
And made, on eYery aide, ao black a hell. 
That apirita, naed to night and miaery. 
To diatance drew, and looked another way ; 
And fiom thnr golden cloud, for off, the aainia 
8aw round him darkneaa grow more dark, and 

beard 
The impatient thunderbolts, with deadlieat craah. 
And ftoquentest, break o*er hia head, — the aign. 
That Satan there, the vilest ainner, atood. 

Ah me ! what eyea were there beneath that 

ckmd ! 
Eyes of despair, final and certain ! eyea 
That looked, and looked, and saw, where*ar 

they looked. 
Interminable darkneaa ! utter woe ! 

'Twaa pidfol to aea the early flower 
Nipped by the unfeeling firoet, just when it rose. 
Lovely in youth, and put ita beautiea on, 
'Twaa pitifol to aee the hopes of all 
The year, the yellow harvest, made a heap. 
By rains of judgment ; or by torrents swept. 
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With flocks and cattle, down the raging flo<kl , ' 
Or scattered by the winnowing winds, that bom. 
Upon their angry wings, the wrath of heaTen. ' 
Sad was the field, where yesterday was heard 
The roar of war ; and sad the sight of maid. 
Of mother, widow, sister, daughter, wife, 
Stooping and weeping over senseless, cold, 
Defaced, and mangled lumps of breathless earth. 
Which had been husbands, fathera, brothen, 

sons. 
And }oven, when that morning's sun arose. 
*Twas sad to see the wonted seat of friend 
Removed by death : and sad to visit scenes. 
When old, where, in the smiling mom of life. 
Lived many, who both knew and loved us maoh, 
And they all gone, dead, or dispersed abroad; 
And stranger faces seen among their hills. 
'Twas sad to see the little orphan babe 
Weeping and sobbing on its mother's grave. 
'Twas pitiful to see an old, forlorn, 
Decrepit, withered wretch, unhoused, undid, 
Starving to death with poverty and cold* 
'Twas pitiful to see a blooming bride. 
That promise gave of many a happy year. 
Touched by decay, turn pde, and waste, and 

die. 
'Twas pitiful to hear the murderous thrust 
Of ruffian's blade that sought the life entire* * 
'Twas sad to hear the blood come gurgling forth 
From out the throat of the wild suicide* 
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8ad was tfa« tifi^ht of widowed, childlMs agt 
Wee^gt' I <M^^ it tMce. ■ Wiinkldd with time> 
And hoarf with the dust of yeart, an old 
'Afid worthy man eame to hie hamble roof, • 
Tottering and slow, and on the threshold' stood. 

*Ntt foot, no voiee« was heard wiiliinf' iioiie««iie 
To meet him, where he oft had met a wife. 
And sons, and daoghters^, glad ai his retont ; 
N<Me came to meet him ; for that day had seen 
The old nan lay, within the narrew hoasOt 
The last of all his ikmily ; and now 
He stood in solitttde, in sotttade 
Wide as the world ; for all that made to him 
Society, had fled beyond its bounds. 
Wherever strayed Ids hornless eye, there lay 
The'lurreek of some fond hope, that touched hhi 
soul . ) 

• With bluer thoughts, and told him all was past* 
His lonely cot was silent | and he looked - 
As if he odttid not enter ; on his staff, 
Bilnding, he leaned ; and from his weary eye, 
Distressing sight !^ a single tear-drop wept t 
None followed, for the fount of tears was dry; 
Alone and last it fell from wrinkle down • 
To wrinkle, till it lost itself, drunk by 
The ndthered cheek, on whioh agafai no smile 

< l^hould come, «r drop of tenderness be seen. 
This sight was yery "pitifal ; but on^ 

.iWaS' sadder still, the saddest. seen in Time : 
A man, to-day tlie glory of his kind, 

2t 
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In roMWi dett. in tuMUMMdUig largii« 

In jikdgment BOund, in hooy quick, in hope / 

Abundant^ sod ia piomiMi 4ike fi fi«ld 

Well cultured, end refreabed wab dewe ftemi 

God; 
Tfirmionew,. diMnedi end ravuig nadt 99d 

whipped ' 
By 8ei!vileilMUidi» ;. eiuing on dieeaal ttnw, . 
Aad gneehtng with bis teeth againat the chain* 
The \gpn ohain thai bound him. hand and foot; - 
And trying wi^lei to. send hie ghiring eye 
Beyond the wide dceomrerenee. of hie woe i 
Or, humbling iBore> more mieOTahle atill. 
Giving an idiot laugh* that serfed to show 
The blaetei eeeaery of hie horrid iace ; i 

.OelUiig the etraw bis sceptre, and the stoa^,. ^• 
On which he pinioned sat, his royal ti^rone. 
Pooiv poor,'poer man ! iallen iar below thia biRfilf I 
His rea^natAive in vain to find her way, 
Lost in the manajt deeert of his brain; 
And being active 8tiU« ahe wrought all stnwge* 
Fantasticy e«eeKable> monetrpus.thingi- 

All theae were sad,. and tlieuaanda iiw>re» that 

sleep 
'ergotten btticiath the fiuieral pall of Time ; 
A.nd haida« aa well became* bewailed the^mnch, 
IVith doleful inatniineBte of weeping song, 
Sut what w»re these t whitt might ba wott^, 

had in*t. 
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However niNtn, 0OIIM graiiw 

And man ile'er drank a «ap of eartUy aort« 

That might not held another drop of gall; 

Or, in his deepeM ttitvafWt IM hi* head 

Dpott a fnllow, set so <A<fBe with thon», 

^FfiAt rtright not held anoyier prickle atiU. 

Accordingly, the aaddeat human look 

Had hopeln*t ; MM indeed, but Mill *t^waft hopa. 

But why ezcoAe the limery of earth ! 

Say it was dismal, cold, and dhrk, and ^ep, 

Beyond the utterance of etrongeet wotde t 

But say that none remembered it, who saw 

The eye bTbeiBgii daiHned for evormOM 1 

Rolling, and rolling, and rotfing etilt in tain, 

To find some ray, to see beyond the gulf 

Of an unaventied, fierce, fiery, hot, 

Interminable, dark Futurity ! 

And rolling st^I, and rolling fitill in tain t 

Thus stood the reprobate beneath the «lhade 
Of terror, and beneath the crown of lote, 
'Ttii'good ^ and there was silence in the vault - 
Of heaven : and as they stood and tistened, they 

heard, 
Afer to left, among the utter dark, 
Hell rolling o*er his waves of burning fire ; 
And thundering through his caverns, empty thefn, 
As if fie preparation made, to act 
The final vengeance of the Fiery Lamb. 
And here was heard, coming from out the Pit, 
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The hoHow wailiag of Eteraal X>«iU»« 
And bomdery of the Undying Worm. 

The wicked paler turned f Bad eoarce the good 
Their colour k^pt.; but were not long diemayed. 
That moknont, hi the heavensy bgnnr wondrous £ur 1 
The angel of Mercy ,Btood« and, on the bad,. 
Turning hie bock* over the ransomed threw 
His bow bedropped with imagery of love, 
And promises on which their faith reclined. 
Throughout, deep, breathless silence reigned 

sgaia; 
And on the oironit of the upper spheres, . 
A glorious seriph stood, and cried aloud, 
That evjery ear of man and devil heard : ., • 

'* Hun that is filthy, let be filthy still; 
Him that is holy, let be holy still.'* 
And suddenly, another squadron bright. 
Of high arch-angel glory, stooping, brought 
A marvellous bow ; one base upon the Cros^ 
The other, on the shoulder of the Bear, 
They placed, from south to north, spanning the 

heavens, 
And on each hand dividing good and bad^— 
Who read on either side these burning word9» ' 
Which ran along the arch in living fire. 
And wanted not to be believed in full : 
" As ye have sown, so shall ye reap this day.** 

fijio OF BOOK IX. 
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ANALYSIS. 



The author iDYokes God, for acceptance, and th« 
assistance of the Holy Spirit ; that he may faith- 
fully interpret the notes of the ancient Bard, 
" the holy numbers'* which his spirit hears, 
and describe the Day of Judgment. 

Suddenly Michael sounds the golden trumpet, 
and millions, infinite, of the holy spirits gathered 
from heaven as well as from the farthest worlds 
around, and met at the Eternal throne ; and 
from a radiant cloud, God declares the purpose 
of the assembly. He states the destiny of man 
is concluded, the day of Retribution, appointed 
from all eternity, is come, and the generations 
of earth collected to the place of judgment. 

The Father infinite then addresses the Messiah, 
and assigns to him his covenant ofii(!e of Judge. 
The Son, taking the book of remembrance, 
the seven last thunders, the crowns of life, and 
the Sword of Justice, ascends the living Cha- 
riot of God, attended by numbers infinite, moves 
forward in glory, becomes visible to the sons of 
men, and ascends the Throne, placed between 
the good and bad. 

In awful silence a mighty angel spread open the 
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bookof 6«d's TrnneiDbmneoy ind «tch One i«^h 
nncer6 iwucienoe atteau the record true. He 
wrose to proAounce the eentMice. IHq creiituni 
breathed, every sphere and star stood ettil Md 
Ijitened, and open the wicked first lie iseufld the 
dreaid decnto ; and plunged the aword, wbioh 
now he drew, into the midst; they eink hM 
final unaery, tato vtier darfcaeaa and ixreniedi^< 
able woe.*^The fire then oonsamed the «ar(h/ 
Lastly the righteooa receive the crowns, and a* 
joyous approval, and ascend to heaven with' 
their ja^, ainging glory to God and to the- 
Lamb*' 
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* Qoo of my fathers ! holy, juit, and gpodi 
My God ! my Father ! my unfailing Hop^ I 
Jdwevah! letthemceqseaftnypmis^, 
Accepted, bum before thy merey seat, 
AAd( ikifhy presence bmm, both day «nd night 1 
Maker ! Pteserver ! ny Redeemer ! <S«d t 
Whom hate I in the heavens but Thee aftooe f ' 
On earth, bat Thee, whom should I psaise, whoni 

Wvef 
For thou hast brought me hitherto^ upheld • 
By «l^r omnipotence ; and from thy 
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Unbotiffht, unnierited, though not umonghl— '. 
The Weill of thy ealviation, haet refreeheS 
My spirit ; watering %, at mom and even ! . 
And by thy Spirit, which thou freely giyett 
To whom thea wiH» hast led my ventiiroiia 9ong, 
Over the vale, and monmain tract, the tight 
And shade of man ; imo .the buroing dee|l 
Desoending now, and now circling the moiliit, * 
Where highest sits Divinity enthroned ; 
RolllHg along the tide of fluent thonght,- 
The tide of moral, natural, divine ; 
Oaiing on past, and present, and again. 
On rapid pinion borne, outstripping Tirne^ 
In long excursion, wandering through the grovee 
Unfiiding, and the endless avenues 
That shade the landscape of eternity ; 
And talking there with holy taigelfi met, 
And future men, in glorious vision seen ! 
Nor unrewarded have I watched at night. 
And lieard <the drowsy sound of neighboarfilg 

sle^p. 
New thought, new imagery, new sceniBfl of blini 
And glory,, unrehearsed by mortal tongue, 
Wldchi nnreveakd, I, trembling, turned luid left, 
Bursting at once upon my raviahed eye> 
With joy unspeakable, have filled my soul, 
And made my cup run over with delight ; ) 

Though in my face, the blasts of adverse evinds, 
While boldly circumnavigating mati. 
Winds seeming.adverse, though perhaps not soi i 
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H«v« beat severely— dteregarded b^at, 
When I behind me heard the voi^ of God, 
And his propitious Spirit say,— Fear not. 

God of my fathers ! ever present God ! 
This offering more inspire, snstain, accept ; 
Highest, if numbers answer to the thetne ; 
Best answering if thy Spirit dictate most. 
JehoTah ! breathe upon my soul ; my heart 
Enlarge ; my faith increase ; increase my hope,- 
My thoughts exalt ; my fancy sanctify, 
And all my passions, that I near thy throne 
May venture, unreproved ; and sing the day, 
Which none unholy ought to name, the Day 
Of Judgment ; greatest day, past or to come ; 
Day, which— deny me what thou wilt ; deny 
Me home, or friend, or honourable name-^ 
JThy mercy grant, I, thoroughly prepared. 
With comely garment of redeeming love, ' ' 
May ipeet, and have my Judge for Advocate. 

Come, gracious Influence ! Breath of the Lord ! 
And too(^ me, trembling, as thou touched the 

man, 
GreMly beloved, when he in vision saw, 
By Ulai's stream, the Ancient sit ; and talked " 
With Gabriel, to his prayer swiftly sent. 
At evening sacrifice. Hold my right hand, 
Almighty ! hear me— for I ask through Him, 
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Whom thou hast hear^i whom thou wiU alwayi^ 

hear, 
Thy Son, oar mterc^dii^g Great High Priest. 
Reveal the future ; let the years to come ^ 
Pass by << and open my ear to hear the harp ; 
The prophet harp, whose wisdom I repeat, 
Interpreting the voice of distant song,-— 
Which thus again resumes the lofty verse ; 
Loftiest,. if I interpret faithfully 
The. holy numbers which my spirit he^ffs* 

Thus came the day — the Harp again began — ' 
The day that many thought should never come 'r 
That all the wicked wished should never comoi,! 
That all the righteous had expected long ; 
Day greatly feared, aod yet too little feared, ] 
By him who feared it most ; day laughed at much 
By the profane ; the trembling day of all 
Who laughed ; day when all shadows passed, all 

dreams; 
When substance, when reality commenced*. 
I^ast day of lying, final day of all 
Deceit, all kpavery, all quackish phrase ; 
Ender of all disputingt of all mirth 
Ungodly, of all loud and boasting speech. 
Judge of all judgments ; Judge of every judge ; 
Adjuster of all causes, rights apd wrongs. 
Day oft appealed to, and appealed to oft * 

By those who saw its dawn with saddest heart: 
Day most magnificent In Fancy's range, 
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Whence she rettiniedt ccMtfiMHiM, trmbiing^ 

With ^nrwmneh of giery faint and bUad : 
Day moet important bMi prepawd for iniMit, 
By etery ratioaal, viae, and holy man t 
Day of eternal gain, for worldly loaa : 
D^y of eteraai loaa, lor worJdly gauu 
Great day of terror, vengeance, woe, despair f 
Revealef of all aeoreta, thoughts, deaitea! 
, Rein^tryiagrheert-inviastigating day. 
Which stood hetween Eternity and Time, 
EeiQeimed all pasf , determined all to come. 
And bound all destinies for evermore. , 

Believing day of unbelief! Great day! 
Whieh set in proper tight the afiaira of earth. 
And justified tfae^goyemment Divine. 
Great day ! what ean we mere t whiA skoiM m% 

mocef 
Great tiriun^ day of God's Incarnate Son ! 
Great day i^ glcory to the Almighty God t 
Day whenee the everiaating years begin 
Their date ! new er& in eternity ! 
And eft^reforred to in the song of heaven ! 

, Thus stood the apoiltate, thus the ransemed 

stood ; 
Those held by justice fiist, and these by love^ 
Reading the fiery scutcheonry; that bkaed 
Oa high, upon the great eel^tial boiw :-— 
'* As ye have aown, so shall ye reap this day." 
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All read, ^l iiiidentood, and all believed; 
Convinced of judgment, righteousness, and sin. 
Meantime "die untverse throughout was still i 
The,eope^ above and roniid about, was calm : 
And, motionlsBSk beneath them U.J the earth, 
fiilent and sad, as one that sentence waits. 
For flagrant crime ; when soddeply was heard» 
Behind the azure vaulting of the sky. 
Above, -and fiir remote from reach of sight, 
The sound of trumpets, and the sound of erowds. 
And prancing steeds, and rapid chariot wheels, 
That from four quarters rolled, and seemed in 

haste, 
Assembling at some place of rendezvous : 
And so they seemed to roll, with furious speed, ' 
As if none meai^t to be behind the first. 
Kor seemed alone t that day the gdlden trump, 
Whose voice from centre to circumference 
Of all created things, is heard distinct, 
God had bid Michael sound to summon alf 
The hosts of bliss to presence of their King ; 
And, all the morning, millions infinite. 
That millions governed eadi. Dominions, Pdwers,^ 
Thrones, Principalities, with all their hosts. 
Had been arriving, near the capital. 
And royal dty. New Jerusalem, 
Fropi beaven^s remotest bounds : nor yet from 

beaven 
Alone came they that day : Che worlds around. 
Or" neighbouring- nearest on the verge of night, 



I 
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Emptied, «ent forth their whole infaabitaots : 
Ail tribes of being came, of every name. 
From every coast, fiUing Jehovidi-s oourts. 
From morn till mid-day, in the squadrons p^uiod 
Immense, along the bright celestial roads. 
Swiftly they rode ; for love unspeakable 
To God, and to Messiah, Prince of Feaee, 
Drew them, and made obedience haste to be 

• Approved. And now before the Eternal Throne — 
Brighter ihat day. than when the Son prepmred 
To overthrow the seraphim rebelled — < 
And circling round the mount of Deity, 
Upon the sea of glass, all round about, 
And down the borders of the stream of life, ' 
And over all the plains of Faradiset 
For many a league of heavenly measurement^ 
Assembled, stood the immortal multitudes. 
Millions above all numbers infinite, 
The nations of the blest. Distinguished each, 
By chief of goodly stature blazing &r. 
By various garb, and flag of various hue 
Streaming through heaven frofn standard lifted 

high,— 
The arms and imagery of thousand worlds, 
distinguished each ; but all artayed complete, 

■ In armour bright, of helmet, shield, and sword^ 
And mounted all in chariots of fire. 
A military throng, blent, not confused : 
As soldiers on some day of great review^ 
Burning in splendour of refulgent gold. 
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And ofntment on poayose lotlg ileviflefl 
For thi8.e3q)ecteddajr. Distinguished eaeh, 
But aU aoooutied as became their Lord» 
And high oocasion ^ afl in hoUaeaB, 
The lirery of the toUiiery of God, 
Vested; and shimog aH with perfect blissi 
The wageK w^eh his faithfiii servants whi. 

« f I 

Thus stood they numberless around the mental 
Of presence; ttsd, adoringv waited, bushed 
In deepest mknce, fov the YckcB of God. 
That moment, aU the Sacred Hill on hijsb ' 
Burned, terrible with glory^ and behind 
The unereatttd Inttre hid the Lamb, 
Invisible; when, from the radiant cloud, 
This voice, addfeasing all -the hosts of heaven, 
Proceeded; not m wovds as we converse, 
Each with his fellow, but in language soeh 
As God doth use, imparting, w^out phrase 
Successive^ whati in epeeeh of ereatnwe, seems 
Long narrative, dioogh long, yet losing mn«^, 
lA feeble symbols, of the thought Divine. 

My servaiits long approved, my faithful soiiB ! 
Angela of glory, Thrones, Donmubns, Powers ! 
WMl pleased, this morning, I have seen the speed 
Of your obedience, gathering round my throne. 
In order due, and well-beeoming garb ; 
Illttstriens, as I eee, beyoiid your wont, 
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As was my wish, to gloiify this day ;* 

Ani notr what your aesembimg meftna, utteiid. 

r 

This day conohidM Uie destiny of man ; • 
Th« hour, appoiiited from eternity, 
To judgpe the «arth, in righteousness, is ootM ; ' 
To end the W4ir o§ Sia, that loi^ has fought. 
Permitted, egcdnsc the sword of Holiness t 
:Tol^f« «o then and devile, as their worke, 
Recorded in iny al^remembering book; 
I find ; good to the good, and great rewanl 
Of everlasting botoour, joy, and peace. 
Before my presence here foft eyermore : 
And lb- the «?U, as their sins provoke, . 
Eternal recompense of shame and woe;, 
Caitt out beyond thetmnnde of ligiM and lore* 
:' 

Long have I stood, as ye, my sons, well know, 
BWnivQen the cfaerabun, and stretdied my mrma 
Of mercy. 'oiiK, inviting all to come 
To me, alid five ; my bowels long have moved 
With great comiiAasiDn ; and' my justice passed 
Tramgrestion by, and not imputed sin, 
Ldng hers, upon kny eTSilasting tin-one, 
I bsEve behehl my love and mercy soorned; 
Hav9 seen- my laws d^sinsed, my name bias* 

phemed. 
My providence accused, my gracious plans 
Opposed:; and long, too long, have I beiiehl 
The wicked triampfa, and my saints reproached. 
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Malicionsly, ivhile on my altars li^f 
Ubanswered Btill, their prayers and their team, . 
Which seek my coming, wearied with delay :] 
And long, Diaordor in my moral reign 
Has walked rebelUonsly, disturbed the peace ' 
Of my eternal government, and wrought 
Coofoaion, spre^diiig far and wide, among 
My works inferior, whieh groan. to he 
Released. Nor longshall groan s the hour of gracp, 
The final hour of grace is fully past. ' 

The time accepted for repentance, faiths . 
And pardon, is irreTocably past ; 
And Justice, unaccompanied, as wont. 
With Mercy, now goes forth, to gtTs to ail . \ 
According -to their deeds. Juatioe alone *, i 
For why should Mercy any more be joined f . i 
What hath not mercy, mixed with judgment, 

done, . i 

That mercy, mixed with judgment and repred^- 
Could do f Did I not revelation mi^e, 
Plainly and clearly, of my will entire f 
Before them set my holy law, and gave 
Them knowlege, wisdom, prowess, to obey. 
And win, by self-wrought works, eternal life t 
Rebelled, did I not send them terms of peace, • 
• Which, not my justioe^ut my mercy asked lr-4 
Terms costly to my weu-beloved. Son ; 
To them gratuitous ; exacting feith 
Alone for pardon, works evincing :feith f 
Hawi not early risen, and. sent m.y 8eeta» 
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Prophets, tpostlM, tMoheni, ninii8tim» 
With signs and wonders, working in my nanie f 
Have I not still, from age to age, raised up, 
As I saw needfbl, great, religions men« 
Gifted by me with targe eapaeity, 
And by my arm omnipotent upheld^ 
To pour the numbers of my mercy forth. 
And roll my judgments on the ear of man t 
And lastly, when the pr o n iie d d hour was eome*- 
What more could most abundsjui mercy do f— * 
Did I not send Immanuelfomh, aiy Son, 
Only begotten, to purchase, by Ids blood. 
As many as beUered upon his nsmef 
Did he not die to give repentsnee, such 
As I accept, and pardon of all eins f 
Hss he not taught, beseeched, end shed ^road 
The Spirit unconfined, and giVen, at liuMs, 
Example fierce of wt«th and judgment, pomed 
Vindictively on nations guSty long f 
What means of reformation thM my Sen 
Has left behind untried f what plainer woids. 
What arguments more strong, as yet remaiirt 
Did he not tell them with his lips of tmth,^^ 
'The righteous shbuid be saved, the wicked, 

dlEimnedf , 

And has he not, awake both day and night, 
Here ifttercedbd with prevailing voice. 
At my right hand, pleading his precious blood 
Which magnified my holy law, and bought, 
For all who wished, perpetoai righteonsnes^f 

22 
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And have not you, my faithful fferyants, all 
Been frequent forth, obedient to my will. 
With meseagea of mercy and of love. 
Administering my gifts to sinful man ? 
And have not all my mercy, all my love. 
Been sealed and stamped with signature of 

heaven f 
By proof of wonders, miracles, and signs , 
Attested, and attested more by truth 
Divine, inherent in the tidings sent ? 
This day declares the consequence of all. 
Some have believed, are sanctified, and saved, , 
Preparedfor dwelling in this holy place. 
In these their mansions, built before my face ; . 
And now beneath a crown of golden hght^ 
Beyond our wall, at place of judgment, they, 
Ezpectingi wait the promised due reward. 
The others stand with Satan bound in chains : 
The others, who refused to be redeemed,—* 
They stand, unsanctified, unpardoned, sad. 
Waiting the sentence that shall fix their woe. 
Ilia others who refused to be redeemed ; 
For all had grace su^cient to believe. 
Ail who my gofpel heard ; and none who heard 
It not, shall by its law this day be tried. 
Neeessity of sinningi my decrees 
Imposed on none ; but rather all inclined 
l^o^hness; and grace was bountiful. 
Abundant, overflowing with my word ; 
My word of life imd peace, which to all men 
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Who shall or stand or fall, by law reyealed, 
Was offered freely, as 'twas freely sent-, 
Without all money, and without all price. 
-Thus, they ha^e all, by willing act, despised 
Me, sod my Son, and sanctifying Spirit. 
But now no longer sh«dl they mock or scorn t 
The day of Grace and Mercy is complete, 
And Godhead from their Misery absolved. 

■ 

So saying. He, the Father infinite, 
Turning, addressed Messiah, where he sat 
Exalted gloriously, at his right hand. 
This day belongs to justice, and to Thee« * 
Btemal Son ! thy right for service done 
Abundamtly ftilfilling all my will ; 
By promise thine, from all eternity. 
Made in the ancient Covenant of Grace ; 
And thine, as most befitting, since in thee 
Divine and human meet, impartial Judge, 
Consulting thus the interest of both. 
Go then, my Son, divine similitude I 
Image express of Deity unseen ! 
The book of my remembrance take ; and take 
The golden crowns of life, due to the saints ; ' 
And take the seven laat thunders ruinous ; 
Thy armour take ; gird on thy sword, thy sword 
Of justioe ultimate, ttsserved, till now 
Unsheathed, in thy eternal armoury ; 
And mount the living chariot of God. 
Thou goest not now, tts once to Calvary, 
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To be idsidted, bufifted, aod slam : 

Thou goest not now with bi^tle, aod theroice • 

Of war, 99 once agalnat the rebel hosts : 

Thou goest a Judge, and lind'st the guilty bound*: 

Thou goest to prove, conde«a9it^^^t|.rewa^; 

Not unaccompanied ; aU these, my saints, 

Go with thee, glorious retinue ! to fling 

Thy triumpb, and parcioip^te thy joy ; , . 

And I, the Omnipresent, with thee go ; 

And with tbee, aH the glory of 99? throoeu 

Thus said the Father ; and the S<>n beloved, 
Omnipotent, Omniscient,. Fellow Gk>d, 
Arose resplendent with Diviaity ;. 
And He the book of God*s remembrfUMse:took ; 
And took thQ seven last thuBjders raiooos ; • 
And took Uie crowns of life, due to the sfanta ; 
His armour took ; girt on his sword, his swQxd 
Of justice ultimate, reserved» till now 
Unsheathed, in the eternal armovry ; 
And up the living ohariot of God 
Ascended, signifying all eompletA. < 

Afid now the Trump of wooderaue joelody, 
By msn or ajagel never beard befoae* 
Sounded with thundev, and the mareh begpnr*- 
Not swift, as ctfyalcade* on bgt&le bent, . 
But, as beoame prooebaioa of a judge, 
Solemn, magaiiicent« majestic, slow « 
Moving sublime with gloiy ioiUite,, 
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Aiid mtaibscs anAnita» andiawiid song. 

They passed the gate of heaven, which many a 

league ' 
Opened either way* to bt the glory forth 
Of this great mareh. And now the sens of men 
Beheld their ootaingt which, before, they heard } 
Beheld the gloriofas oenntenanoa of God ! 
All tight wasswaUowed up, all ohjeda seen, 
Faded; and the Incarnate, visible 
Alenor held evwy eye upon Him fixed ! 
The wieked saw his majesty severe, • 
And ihoae who pieraad Him, saw his face with 

olottda 
Of glory ciroled ronnd, essential bright ! 
And le the- ro^u and mountains called ia vain, . 
To hide them fnom the fiereeaess of his- wraths 
Almighty pewer their flight restrained, and held 
Them boimd ilnaioveable before the bar* 
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proof 
This day of foniiode ebotee^-eustained 
By iniiraid ftith, wkh aoohunationa kmd, 
Received .the «oimag of the Son of Man { 
And, drawn by love, indiined to his approatdit 
Moving to meet the biightaesB of his fiioew 

Meantime, *tween good and bad, the Judge his 
wtheels 
Stayed, and, aseaading, sat upon the gteat 
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White Throtie, that moniing founded dlflre bf 
I power ' " 

Omnipotent, and .built on righteousness 
And truth. Behind^ before; on every side, 
Jn native, and reflected blaze, of blight 
Celestial equipage, the myriads stood, • 
That with his marching came ; rank, above rank 
Rank above rank, with shield asd flaming swovdL 

'Twas silence all : and quick, on right and leRr, 
A mighty angel spread the book of Giod's 
Remembrance ; uid,withson8eienoenowsiaciHe» 
All men compared the record written theire, 
By finger of Omnisdenoe, and received ^ 

Their sentence, in themaelves, of joy or woe ; 
Condemned or justified, while yet the Judge 
Waited, as if to let them prove themselves. 
The righteous, in the book of lifo diapiayedi 
Rejoicing, read their names ; rejoicing, read 
Their laith for righteonsness received, and dteds 
Of holiness, as proof of faith complete. 
The wicked, in the book of endless death. 
Spread oiit to left, bewailing read their munes : • 
And read beneath them. Unbelief, and fruit - 
Of unbelief, vile, unrepented deeds, 
Now uarepentable for «vermore ; 
And gave approval of the woe affixed. 

This done, the Omnipotent, Omniicient Judge, 
Rose infimtei the sentence to prononnee, 
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The sentence of etenud woe or blies ! 
All glory heretofore eeen or conoeiTed ; 
Ail migeety, annMatecl, dropped, 
That moment, from remembranoe, and was lost ; 
And silence, deepest hitherto esteemed, 
Seemed' noisy to the stillness of this hoar. 
Comparisons I seek not ; nor should find, 
If sought t that silenee, which all betnff held, 
When Ood*s Almighty Son, from off the walls 
Of heaven the rebel angels threw, acearsed, 
00 still, that all creation beard their hH 
Distinctly, in the lake of burning fire. 
Was now forgotten, and every silence elae* 
All being rationtl, cieated then, ^ 

Aroand the jadgment seat, intensely listened : 
No cMatore breathed ; man, angel, devil, stood 
And listened; thespheresstoodstUl» and every s^ 
Stood still and listened ; and every particle 
Remotest in the womb of matter stood, 
Bending to heaar, devotional and still. 
And than upon the wicked first, the Judge 
Pronounced the sent«bce, written before of old; - 
" Popart from me, ye cursed, into the fire 
Prepared eternal in the Gulf of Hell, 
Where ye shall weep and wail for evermore ; 
Reapingthe harvest which your sins have sown." 

So saying, God grew dark with utter wrath: 
And drawing now the sword, undrawn before. 
Which tltfough the range of infinite, t^ around. 
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A gleam of fiery indignation thttov, 
He lifted up his hand omnipotent. 
And down amoig the damned the bujrmng edge 
Pkmged ; and from forth his vrwivj qvmt Mdt, 
Emptied, the seven Umt thunders ntinoQs» 
Which, entering, withered ail their souls yvith fire. 
Then first was vcngeaaoe, first was ruin seea ! 
Red, unrestrained, vindictire, final, fierce! 
They, howling, fled to west among the dsirk ; 
But fled not these the lerross of the Lord : . 
Pursued, and driven bestond the Gitlf, whieb 

fi'OWBS 

Impa8sal»)e> between the gpciod and bad, 
And downward far remote lo left^ oppressed 
And scorched with the wren^gii^ fires, begun 
^roing ¥rithin the«,**«^ey apion tbe verge 
Oi Erebus, a moment pausing stood. 
And saw, below, the unfathomable lake, 
Tossing with tides of dark^ tempestuous wnth ; 
And would have looked behind ; but greater wrath 
Behind, forbade, which now no respite gars 
To final misery : God-, in the grasp 
Of hiB Almighty strength, took them upraised. 
And threw them down, into tbe yawning pit 
Of bottomteBs perdition, ruiqed, damned^ 
^ast bound in chains of darkness ^vennore ; 
And Second Death, and the Undying Worm, 
Opening their horrid jaws, with hideous yell, 
FalHtig, received their everlasting prey. 
A groan returned, as dovn they sunky and sunk. 
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AM ttwf riiiih» MMBg lfa« «tter 4mk ! 

A groui returned ! the righteoss heard tlie groan ; 

The groan of aB the reprobate, when firat 

They (eltdnuMOion tore I and heard Hell close ! 

And heard Jehovah, and hie lore retire ! 

A groan lecwned ! tlM righteoae heard the groan : 

Aa tf all inieery, «U eerrow, grief, 

All pan, all'atigaiah, all deapair, whieb all 

Have suffered, or ahall feel, from ilrst to last 

EtefBity, bad gatheied to one pairtg, 

And iniied iii •negroan of boundless woe 1 

And aow^ the wiB «f Ml, the onter wal!, 
Fhai gatelesa then,'elosed round them^ that 

#faiehlhott 
Haat aeeo, «f fiery adamant, «nibhiMd 
With hideons inM^ry^ above aH hope. 
Above all flight of fikOey, burning l^h ; 
And guarded evermore by Justice, turned 
"fo Wrath) thM hears, immoved, thtf endless groan 
Of those wasting within ; and sees, unraoved, 
The en^ftssB tear of vain repientance Ikll. 

Nor ask if these> shall ever b» redeemed. 
They never ahall : not G«id, but their own sin 
Condemns them : what could be done, as thott 

hist heard. 
Has been afaneady done ; all has been tried, 
That wisdom infinite, and boundless grace, 
Working together, could devise, and all 



S48 mcovisz or Tian; 

Yet not to full .aimih)t&tion bamed s 
The oMential partielw of duBt reioMned, 
Purged by thd final, sanetifying fires, 
From ati eormptioti ; from ail etain of sin. 
Done thorO' bjr man or de?il, purified. 
The essential partiolea remained, of whicli 
God built the world again, renewed, improved, 
With ferttiia vale, and wood of fertile bough ; 
And streams of milk and honey, flowing song ; - 
And mountains cinctured with perpetaal green ;' ' 
In climo and season fruitful, as at first, 
When Adam woke, unMton, m Paradissv* 
Ahd CBod, from out tha fount of nativa light, 
A handfrrl took of beams, and clad the sun 
Again in glory ; and sent forth, the moon 
T<» borrow thetiee her wonted rays, and lead 
Her stare, the virgin daughter* of the sky.* 
And God revived the winds, revived the tidtea; 
And tiMehhtg her from his Almiglity hand, 
With force centrifugal, she onward rm, 
Coursthg her wonted path, to atop n» mote. 
Delightful scene of new iidiabitanta ! 
As thou, this mor», m piling hither, sawst. 

This done, iha gloriooa ludga, turning to 
right. 
With countenance of lova nnspaakablo. 
Beheld the righteous, and approved them thus: 
" Yt bleseed of my Father, come ; y« Just, 
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Enter the joy eteni»l of yengr Lord ; 

Receite your erowiM, aieead, and nt with Mtf» 

At God's right hand, in glory evermnre.** 

Thus ialdihe Omi3i|M)tent, Inetmat* Qod : 
And waited not the homage of the erown, 
Already thrown before him ; nor the food 
Amen of ttfliv«real, hoi? praise ; 
But tttmed the Kving eheiiDt of fire, 
And swiiber now-^as joyftil to deehra 
This day's proceedings ia hie Faiher'v eetnt. 
And to present ifbe number of hk sens 
Before the t h ro ne a scended «p to heiven. 
And aU his saints, and sU his angel bands. 
As, glorious, they on high ascended, sung 
Glcry to God, and to the Lamb !'*^hey eaag 
Messiah, fairer than the sons of men. 
And tdtoge^er lovely. Graeo is pooied ; 
Imo thy lips, above all measure poured ; 
And therefore Qod hatfe bleiMSd thee et^nnore. 
Gird, gird thy sword upon thy thigh, tfaMi 
Most Mighty ! with thy glory ride ; with all 
Thy majesty, ride prospepoualy, beoanse 
Of meekness, trwh, iiad nf^tttoosness. Thy 

throne, 
O God, for ever and for eiver stand*: 
The seeptte cf thy kingdom still is rights 
Therefore hsth God, thy God, annointed Thee, 
With oil ofgkidness«ndperfai»e»'Of myirha 



